
 

 

Regular Session Minutes 1 November 1, 2022 

    

REGULAR SESSION MEETING 

 BERRIEN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 2022 

6:00 P.M. 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Chairman, Robert Griner, called the regular session meeting of the Berrien County Board of 

Commissioners to order on Tuesday, November 1, 2022, at 6:00 p.m.   Members of the Board of 

Commissioners present were Commissioners Pixie Harrod, Ronnie Gaskin, Jimmy Parker and 

John Nugent.  

 

Invocation:  Commissioner Jimmy Parker 

Pledge:  Commissioner Pixie Harrod 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Commissioner Jimmy Parker made a motion to approve the 

September 29, 2022  Special Called Meeting Minutes, the October 4, 2022 Regular Session 

Minutes and the October 4, 2022 Executive Session seconded by Commissioner Pixie Harrod.  

The motion carried unanimously. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

A. MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING – EMS/STATE ROAD AND 

TOLLWAY AUTHORITY  - Administration is requesting the board approve the Emergency 

Medical and Rescue Memorandum of Understanding between State Road and Tollway Authority 

and Berrien County.  By entering into the MOU it provides a Peach Pass for each of our 

ambulances so when doing transports they are not charged tolls.  This is a renewal and we have 

approved it in the past.  Commissioner Pixie Harrod made a motion to approve the Memorandum 

of Understanding, seconded by Commissioner Ronnie Gaskins.  The motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

B. BEER, WINE, LIQUOR & CATERING LICENSE APPLICATIONS – 2023 

- Administration sent out applications for the 2023 Beer, Wine, Liquor & Catering License 

Renewals.  We received  four applications.    

Horse Creek Winery 

     The Whiskey Barrel 

     Walker Drive Inn / Walker Packaging 

     New River Package Store 

 

County Administrator stated that the Sheriff’s Office reviewed their call log and there are no 

adverse reports for denial of the license.  County Administrator stated that the only thing 

outstanding is running the advertisement in the paper and requests that the board give the 

Chairman authority to approve after advertisement if there are no complaints.  Commissioner 

Jimmy Parker made a motion to authorize the Chairman to approve the license after 

advertisement, seconded by Ronnie Gaskins.  The motion carried unanimously.   

 

 C. AG CENTER/FSA OFFICE CLEANING - Administration was notified by 

Latrelle Mobley that she is resigning from cleaning the Ag Center and FSA Office effective 

November 1, 2022 due to health issues.  Shae Bradford is interested in doing the cleaning at the 



 

 

Regular Session Minutes 2 November 1, 2022 

    

same rate of $350.00 per month.  She is willing to go through the Federal Background check and 

finger printing which is needed to enter the FSA Offices.  Darby is willing to pay for the checks 

out of his state budget.   Commissioner Pixie Harrod made a motion to approve Shae Bradford 

cleaning the offices at $3250.00 per month, seconded by Commissioner Jimmy Parker.  The 

motion carried unanimously.   

 

 D. VOCA GRANT & VOCA COMP GRANT – DA/VAP - Administration 

received a request from District Attorney, Chase Studstill, to get approval on two Victim 

Assistance Grants.  The grant period is October 1, 2022 to September 30, 2023.  They have been 

receiving this grant since 2008.  The VOCA Grant is for $200,733.00 and the VOCA COMP 

Grant is for $50,537.00.  Commissioner Ronnie Gaskins made a motion to approve the VOCA 

and the VOCA Comp Grant as presented, seconded by Commissioner Pixie Harrod.  The motion 

carried unanimously.   

 

 E. BUDGET AMENDMENT - Administration is requesting the board approve a 

budget amendment.  This amendment decreases the ARPA Fund transferring the funds to the GF 

100-3310-511100 to cover salaries for the Sheriff Office from July 1, 2022 to October 31, 2022.   

The amendment also reflects the increase in the GF along with moving two line items in the 

general fund budget.  Commissioner Pixie Harrod made a motion to approve, seconded by 

Commissioner Jimmy Parker.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 F. BROADBAND GRANT RESOLUTION- WINDSTREAM - Administration 

received a request for execution of a Resolution of the Berrien County Board of Commissioners 

authorizing acceptance by Berrien County of an American Rescue Plan Act State Fiscal 

Recovery Fund Broadband Infrastructure Grant from the State of Georgia in the amount of 

$14,319,433.00; funding that Windstream Corporation is the sole source qualified to design, 

construction, install and implement the Broadband Public Works Project to be funded by the 

grant proceeds to Windstream Corporation; ratifying the acceptance of the grant and its terms 

and conditions;  authorizing the executing and delivery of documents relating to the grant award 

of the product to be funded by the grant to Windstream Corporation; and for other purposes.  The 

Build Agreement was submitted on October 19, 2022 at the direction of the Chairman and 

ratified during this November 1, 2022 meeting.  This Resolution is a follow-up to that agreement.  

Commissioner Ronnie Gaskins made a motion to approve the Resolution, seconded by 

Commissioner Jimmy Parker.  The motion carried unanimously.   

 

 G. SPECIAL CARE GIVER APPLICATION – AMANDA MCAVOY TO 

RITA & WAYNE GREEN - Administration received a request from the Planning Commission 

to approve a Special Care Giver Application from Rita & Wayne Green to care for Amanda 

McAvoy.  The property is located at 1611 Aulie Gaskins Rd.  The Planning Commission is 

recommending approval.   Commissioner Pixie Harrod made a motion to approve the Special 

Care Giver Application, seconded by Commissioner Jimmy Parker.  The motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

 H. OPERATING SUPPLY PURCHASE – ROAD - Administration received a 

request for Ben Warren, Public Works Director, to purchase traffic barrels, tri-pods and anchors.  

They provided one quote from Red Bud Supply in the amount of $5,014.69. Other quotes were 

not available. Commissioner Jimmy Parker made a motion to approve the purchase, seconded by 

Commissioner Pixie Harrod.  The motion carried unanimously. 
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 I. STOCK PIPE ACQUISITION – ROAD - Administration received a request for 

Ben Warren, Public Works Director, to purchase stock pipe.  One quote was provided from 

WinSupply in the amount of $28,307.10.  Other quotes were not available.  Commissioner Pixie 

Harrod made a motion to approve, seconded by Commissioner Jimmy Parker.  The motion 

carried unanimously. 

 

 J. TIRE ACQUISITION – ROAD - Administration received a request for Ben 

Warren, Public Works Director, to purchase one new tractor tire.  One quote was provided from 

the Tire Store in the amount of $1,238.82.  No other quote was available.  Commissioner Pixie 

Harrod made a motion to approve, seconded by Commissioner Ronnie Gaskins.  The motion 

carried unanimously. 

 

 K. EQUIPMENT PARTS ACQUISITION FOR STOCK – ROAD – 

Administration received a request for Ben Warren, Public Works Director, to purchase 20 motor 

grader blades, bolts, nuts, end bit and overlay.  One quote was provided from Yancey Brothers in 

the amount of $1,973.51.  Commissioner Ronnie Gaskins made a motion to approve, seconded 

by Commissioner Jimmy Parker.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 L. FILTERS & OIL FOR STOCK – ROAD - Administration received a request 

for Ben Warren, Public Works Director, to purchase Filters and oil for services from Yancey 

Brothers in the amount of $1,826.10.  No other quote was provided.  Commissioner Pixie Harrod 

made a motion to approve, seconded by Commissioner Ronnie Gaskins.  The motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

 M. RATIFICATION ITEMS – Administration is requesting ratification on the 

following items: 

 

  Kingline – Road     $1,143.07 

  Southern Cleaning Systems – Road   $1,404.65 

  Winsupply – Road     $8,822.20 

  GA Correctional – Road    $1,312.20 

  Four Star Freightliner – Road    $8,828.72 

  O’steen Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram – Sheriff  $43,831.50   

  Osteen Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram – Sheriff  $43,831.50 

  Valdosta Video Security (Sheriff)   $1,049.89 

  Yancey Brothers  - Road    $3,868.19 

  McLaggan Communications & Radar Service $9,174.50 

     (New Jeep) 

  McLaggan Communications & Radar Service $19,096.00 

     (2 New Chargers) 

  Build Agreement (Windstream) 

 

Cars were on the lot and the dealership would not hold them until the board meeting for 

approval.   

 

Commissioner Pixie Harrod made a motion to ratify the purchases as stated, seconded by 

Commissioner Jimmy Parker.  The motion carried unanimously. 
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REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES AND DEPARTMENTS:   

• Gerald Sumner – EMS Director – Stated that we changed billing companies last October 

and over the last year with the new billing company we have increased collections by 

$24,000.00. 

• Major Arel Valdez – Stated the Highway Safety Grant has very complex reports that have 

to be submitted monthly.  He asked the board for approval to hire someone to do this that 

has experience.  It will cost $200.00 per month.  Commissioner Pixie Harrod made a 

motion to approve, seconded by Commissioner Jimmy Parker.  The motion carried 

unanimously. 

• Ben Warren – Public Works Director – We are in need of a new mower.  He said it is 

going to take about 90 days to get one after the order is placed.  There was discussion on 

types of mowers and the board asked him to find a county that has one to see how well it 

works.  There are two types they are looking at.  Commissioner Ronnie Gaskins made a 

motion to purchase the mower with Chairman approval after they have looked at them, 

seconded by Commissioner Pixie Harrod.  The motion carried unanimously. 

• Ben Warren, Public Works Director – Stated he has two dump trucks that are down and 

need new motors.  They price for one is $37,743.00 after the core and the other is 

$28,000.00.  Commissioner Jimmy Parker made the motion to purchase, seconded by 

Commissioner Pixie Harrod.  The motion carried unanimously. 

  

COMMISSIONERS’ ITEMS:    

Ronnie Gaskins –  

• Provided a handout of the Legislative Tool Kit.  It has some good information in it. 

Jimmy Parker –  

• Stated that several citizens have complained about the trash on the roadways heading out 

of town.   

Pixie Harrod –  

• The Tire Amnesty Day is scheduled for December 10, 2022. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS:  James H.  Cagle – addressed the board about the noise he hears in the 

early morning hours.  He said the loud music and cars have become a nuisance and ask the Board 

to consider a Noise Ordinance.  The Board said that would take it under consideration. 

 

COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR COMMENTS:   

Brenda Ferrell –  

• SGRC Area Officials Appreciation Dinner at Dinnerman Farms is November 9th. 

• RFP for Solid Waste Transfer Site is ready to publish if the Board is ready to move forward 

with it.   

• Advertisement for Pest Control is ready to move forward with it. 

• The 2022 Legislative Luncheon on the Azalea Sprinter is Thursday, November 17th. 

• There was a 1986 Kodiak Fire Truck that was surplused previously.  Jim Hall purchased 

the surplus vehicles at the time.  He wants a title for this vehicle and purchased the duplicate 

title.  I would like the Board to approve Brenda Ferrell to sign the title over to him.  

Commissioner Pixie Harrod made a motion to approve signing the title to this vehicle as 

surplus to Jim Hall, seconded by Commissioner Jimmy Parker.  The motion carried 

unanimously.   
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ADJOURN 

With no other business to come before the Board, Commissioner Pixie Harrod made the motion to 

adjourn, which was seconded by Commissioner Jimmy Parker    Meeting was adjourned at 6:54 

p.m.   

 

_______________________________  ________________________________ 

Chairman, Robert Griner    Commissioner, Ronnie Gaskins 

 

 

_______________________________  ________________ ________________ 

Commissioner, Pixie Harrod    Commissioner, Jimmy Parker 

 

 

________________________________          ATTEST:________________________ 

Commissioner, John Nugent                                    County Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


