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REGULAR SESSION MEETING 

 BERRIEN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 2020 

6:00 P.M. 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Chairman, Ronnie Gaskins called the regular session meeting of the Berrien County Board of 

Commissioners to order on Tuesday, February 4, 2020, at 6:00 p.m.   Members of the Board of 

Commissioners present were, John Nugent, Pixie Harrod, Jimmy Parker and Robert Griner.   

 

Invocation:  Commissioner Robert Griner 

Pledge:  Commissioner Pixie Harrod 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Commissioner Robert Griner made the motion to approve the 

January 7, 2020 Regular Session Minutes, seconded by Commissioner Pixie Harrod.   The 

motion carried unanimously.   

 

PUBLIC HEARING:  Rezoning – Tavoris Wallace – Administration received a 

Rezoning Request from the Planning Commission for Mr. Tavoris Wallace.  Mr. Wallace has 

been breeding dogs for some time, he would like to increase from one litter per year to two litters 

per year.  In order to produce two litters per year, Mr. Wallace must be licensed by the 

Department of Agriculture.  The Department of Agriculture requires a letter from zoning stating 

compliance.  Mr. Wallace needs the correct zoning and currently does not meet the setbacks 

required.  Mr. Wallace needs his property rezoned from residential (RR) to agricultural (AU) and 

variances on setbacks from Deer Court Road, and Spurlock Road as well as from 3 different 

property lines (listed on application and maps) and 1 residence. 

 

Variance:  Commercial Kennel Setback 87 feet from Deer Court Rd. 

55 feet from Spurlock 

50 feet from Map 27 Parcel 52 Property line 

5 feet from Map 27 Parcel 70 Property line 

1 foot from Map 27 Parcel 11 Property line & 220 feet from residence located at 2978 Spurlock 

Rd. 

 

This item was brought before the Planning Commission and they are not recommending the 

zoning change.   

 

Chairman Gaskins asked if there is a motion to move into Public Hearing.  Commissioner Jimmy 

Parker made a motion to move into Public Hearing at 6:01 p.m., seconded by Commissioner 

John Nugent.   

 

Chairman Gaskins asked if anyone would like to speak on the rezoning request.  Ms. Linda 

Mixon  stated she is concerned about the dogs and that he does not contain the ones he has now.  

She asked what does she need to do to protect her property and grandkids.  She is against the 

rezoning. 

 

Mr. Tavoris Wallace stated he wants to breed French Bulldogs.  He wants to have two litters and 

you have to be licensed per the Department of Agriculture.  His neighbors feed scraps to the dogs 
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so the dogs are going to go over there.  He keeps the French Bulldogs in the house.   

 

Commissioner Nugent asked Amanda Thacker, Code Enforcement, if Mr. Wallace gets the 

license, he would have to follow the Department of Agriculture guidelines.  Amanda said that 

was correct.   

 

Ms. Mixon stated she does not care what he does on his property.  She had her granddaughter 

come to the podium to show her the scar on her ankle.  She said the dogs use the bathroom in her 

yard.  She bought 20 rabbits and Mr. Wallace’s red nose pitbull killed every one of them.   

 

With no other comments, Chairman Gaskins asked if there is a motion to move out of Public 

Hearing.  Commissioner Jimmy Parker made a motion to move out of Public Hearing and into 

Regular Session at 6:08 p.m., seconded by Commissioner Robert Griner.   

 

INVITED GUESTS:   

A. Bonnie Kelly – Grant Management and Planning – Sheriff Paulk introduced Mrs. 

Kelly.  Mrs. Kelly gave a little bit of her background and why she is dedicated to 

writing grants for first responders.  She currently is employed through Wiregrass 

Technology and is their grant writer.  She talked about several types of grants she 

writes and also provided counties and cities who are currently working with her.  She 

charges one of three ways:  By the grant and we manage the account $500.00 per 

grant; by the grant and she manages the grant $1,000.00 or by retainer of $500.00 per 

month and she writes as many grants and she can and that we request.  Commissioner 

Pixie Harrod made a motion to approve the retainer of $500.00 per month, seconded 

by Commissioner Robert Griner. The motion carried unanimously.     

 

B. Randy Lane – SCARRS Grant – Mr. Lane did not come to the meeting. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

A. TOWN OF ENIGMA – ANIMAL CONTROL - Administration received a request 

from the Town of Enigma to house their animals. Mayor Cecil Giddens asked the Board 

if we came up with anything to assist them with animal control.  Chairman Ronnie 

Gaskins stated that we are maxed out with our animal control now.  The Mayor stated 

that Enigma is still a part of Berrien County.  Commissioner Jimmy Parker stated that 

Jody Kelley, prior Animal Control Officer, for the City of Nashville may be interested in 

working with Enigma.  The Mayor asked who the Commissioners that cover Enigma.  

Chairman Ronnie Gaskins stated that he has a part of it and Commissioner John Nugent 

has the other part.  Commissioner Robert Griner made a motion to table this item until we 

get more resources, seconded by Commissioner Jimmy Parker.  The motion carried 

unanimously.  

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 A. RESOLUTION NAMAING THE AG CENTER & LIVESTOCK PAVILION 

THE JAMES L. “JIMMY” LANE AGRICULTURAL CENTER  

Administration is requesting the Board approve a Resolution naming the Berrien County 

Agricultural Center and Livestock Pavilion the James L. “Jimmy” Lane Agricultural Center.  

County Administrator, Brenda Ferrell, read the Resolution out loud.  Commissioner Jimmy 

Parker made a motion to approve the Resolution naming the Berrien County Agricultural Center 
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and Livestock Pavilion the James L. “Jimmy” Lane Agricultural Center, seconded by 

Commissioner Robert Griner.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

B. RESOLUTION – JOINT COMPREHENSIVE PLAN UPDATE - 

Administration is requesting the Board approve the Resolution to Adopt the 2020 Joint Berrien 

County and Cities of Alapaha, Enigma, Nashville and Ray City Comprehensive Plan Update.  

Commissioner Robert Griner made a motion to approve, seconded by Commissioner Pixie 

Harrod.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

C. DRUG TESTING SUPPLIES – DRUG COURT - Administration received a 

request to purchase drug testing supplies.  They order these online with this being the only quote.  

Commissioner Jimmy Parker made a motion to approve the purchase, seconded by 

Commissioner John Nugent.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

D. MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING – UGA EXTENSION - 

Administration received a request from Patrick Willis requesting we execute a Memorandum of 

Understanding between The Board of Regents of the University System of Georgia on behalf of 

The University of Georgia Cooperative Extension and Berrien County.  Commissioner Pixie 

Harrod made a motion to approve, seconded by Commissioner Robert Griner.  The motion 

carried unanimously. 

 

 E. EQUIPMENT ACQUISITION – FORESTRY - Administration received a 

request from Blair Joiner to repair or purchase a Forestry’s ice machine.  Their current machine 

is state equipment but their budgets are not allowing for repairs right now.   Two quotes were 

received.  The low quote of $2,500.00 from Paris Heating & Air was for just replacement of the 

head.  The quote from United Refrigeration Inc. shows the replacement cost of just the head 

which was $2,560.52 or a complete machine for $3,571.62.  Commissioner Pixie Harrod made a 

motion to replace the complete machine from United Refrigeration, Inc. in the amount of 

$3,571.62, seconded by Commissioner Robert Griner.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

F. SOLID WASTE LICENSE APPLICATION - Administration received an 

Application for Private Collector’s License.  The company is United Waste Disposal, LLC.  

They paid the $200.00 Application Fee.  Commissioner Jimmy Parker made a motion to approve 

the Solid Waste License Application, seconded by Commissioner Robert Griner.  The motion 

carried unanimously. 

 

G. ISO CONSULTANT PROPOSAL - Administration received two proposals for 

Fire Department Improvement Strategies so that the ISO Ratings will be reduced.  Two 

proposals were submitted:  National Fire Services Office $22,000.00 and Excellence Exceeded 

$30,000.00.  Commissioner Pixie Harrod made a motion to approve National Fire Services 

Office for $22,000.00, seconded by Commissioner Jimmy Parker.  The motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

H. REZONING APPLICATION – TAVORIS WALLACE - Administration 

received a Rezoning Request from the Planning Commission for Mr. Tavoris Wallace.  Mr. 

Wallace has been breeding dogs for some time, he would like to increase from one litter per year 

to two litters per year.  In order to produce two litters per year, Mr. Wallace must be licensed by 

the Department of Agriculture.  The Department of Agriculture requires a letter from zoning 
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stating compliance.  Mr. Wallace needs the correct zoning and currently does not meet the 

setbacks required.  Mr. Wallace needs his property rezoned from residential (RR) to agricultural 

(AU) and variances on setbacks from Deer Court Road, and Spurlock Road as well as from 3 

different property lines (listed on application and maps) and 1 residence. 

 

Variance:  Commercial Kennel Setback 87 feet from Deer Court Rd. 

55 feet from Spurlock 

50 feet from Map 27 Parcel 52 Property line 

5 feet from Map 27 Parcel 70 Property line 

1 foot from Map 27 Parcel 11 Property line & 220 feet from residence located at 2978 Spurlock 

Rd. 

 

The Planning Commission denied the request.  Commissioner John Nugent made a motion to 

deny the request at this time, seconded by Commissioner Jimmy Parker.  The motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

I. RESOLUTION – PROPOSED ROAD DEDICATION – SR 64 FROM RAY 

CITY CITY LIMIT TO BERRIEN COUNTY BORDER – Administration is requesting the 

Board approve the Resolution dedicating SR 64 from Ray City city limits to the Berrien County 

border as the James Edward Giddens Memorial Highway.  This was a request from the Giddens 

family and Mr. Tim Golden.  They sent it to Ms. Penny Houston and her office is requesting a 

local resolution before it moves forward.  Commissioner Pixie Harrod made a motion to approve 

the Resolution, seconded by Commissioner Robert Griner.  The motion carried unanimously.   

 

J. DISASTER AGREEMENT – HEALTH DEPARTMENT – Administration 

received a request from the Health Department requesting the County allow the use of a 

refrigerator and freezer located in the E-911 building in case of an emergency and power outage.  

The agreement releases all liability for the Health Department’s drugs and vaccines.  This is an 

annual agreement that we have approved in the past. They have Angie Rutland, E-911 Director 

executing the contract if the Board is ok with that.  Commissioner Jimmy Parker made a motion 

to approve the Disaster Agreement, seconded by Commissioner Pixie Harrod.  The motion 

carried unanimously.   

 

K. CONFLICT OF INTEREST REQUIREMENTS – CDBG – Administration 

received the Conflicts of Interest Requirements for our proposed CDBG Project, Barney Parker 

Road, Jones Rd and Thomas Rd.  The Board needs to declare if there are any conflicts of 

interest.  Each Commissioner stated they do not know of any conflicts.  Commissioner Robert 

Griner made a motion to submit that there are no conflicts of interest, seconded by 

Commissioner Jimmy Parker.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

L. EQUIPMENT ACQUISITION – RECREATION - Administration received a 

request from Jennifer Cole, Recreation Director, to purchase equipment for baseball/softball 

season.  She received two quotes, the third vendor chose not to quote the items.  She would like 

to purchase from both companies as some items are cheaper at one company than the other.  The 

total purchase should be below either one of the quotes provided.  Commissioner Pixie Harrod 

made a motion to purchase the items using both vendors but not to exceed $8,545.64, seconded 

by Commissioner Robert Griner.  The motion carried unanimously. 
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M. MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING – SCARRS - Administration 

received a request from Randy Lane for the Board to enter into a Memorandum of 

Understanding for the SCARRS Grant.  This is for local and regional radio interoperability and 

to improve preparedness in response to every-day occurrence, natural and other disaster, and 

matters relating to Homeland Security, the South Central Area Regional Radio Network 

(SCARRS)  working group has been established in order to develop all necessary elements 

relating to the administration, management and overall governance of a regional 700 MHz/800 

MHz digital trunked radio network for use by all Public Safety and Local Government Agencies 

throughout the Southcentral Georgia Region.  Mr. Randy Lane, who is the person conducting the 

meetings on this grant, did not come as an invited guest to our meeting tonight.  Therefore, the 

Board feels there are too many unanswered questions to commit to the Memorandum of 

Understanding at this time.  Commissioner Jimmy Parker made a motion to not be a part of this, 

seconded by Commissioner Pixie Harrod.  The motion carried unanimously.   

 

 N. TIRE ACQUISITION – EMS – Administration received a request to purchase 

six tires for EMS.  They requested three quotes and received two quotes.  The Tire Store did not 

have the tires available.  The lower quote was from Southeastern Tire for $1,146.00.  

Commissioner Jimmy Parker made a motion to approve the purchase from Southeastern Tire for 

$1,146.00, seconded by Commissioner Pixie Harrod.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 O. RATIFICATION ITEMS - Administration is requesting ratification on the 

following items: 

 

   Yancey Brothers (Road)    $1,460.00 

   MTC South, Inc. (Road)    $1,467.00 

   Yancey Brothers (Road)    $1,049.32 

   Nashville Ford (EMS)     $1,166.55 

   Southeastern Commercial (Road)   $1,488.00 

   Yancey Brothers (Road)    $2,818.00 

   Dixie Sales & Graphics (Recreation)   $4,231.40 

   Fausett Oil (Road)     $4,082.50 

   Spectra Computing (Administration)   $1,700.88 

    Kingline Equipment (Road)    $12,281.99 

 

Commissioner Pixie Harrod made a motion to ratify the items listed, seconded by 

Commissioner Jimmy Parker.  The motion carried unanimously.  

 

 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES AND DEPARTMENTS:   

Lisa Smart – Economic Development – Announced that she has some of the students from her 

Student Ambassador Program at the meeting tonight.  She asked them to come so they can 

experience a little bit about how county government operates.  The Board welcomed the 

students.   

 

COMMISSIONERS’ ITEMS:   

Pixie Harrod – Complimented Lisa Smart and the Chamber Board on an outstanding Chamber 

Banquet.  He said it was the best one he has attended. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS: None 



 

 

Regular Session Minutes 6 February 4, 2020 

    

 

COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR COMMENTS: 

Brenda Ferrell –  

• The ACCG Annual Banquet is April 24th – 27th.  Registration opens February 11th.  I need 

to know who will be attending and what classes they would like to take. 

• The fuel credit card system at the airport is obsolete.  This is a system that was just installed 

three years ago.  We can continue to use it but if it breaks, they cannot get parts.  We are 

in the process of getting quotes. 

• Distributed a handout from A. D. Probation Services 

• We received a contract from Forestry for each fire chief to execute along with County 

Administrator.  County Attorney had a few questions and would like answer before 

executing. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION:  Commissioner Robert Griner made a motion to move into executive 

session for personnel at 6:55 p.m., seconded by Commissioner Jimmy Parker.  Commissioner Pixie 

Harrod made a motion to move out of executive at 7:20 p.m., seconded by Commissioner John 

Nugent.   

 

Commissioner John Nugent made a motion to move funds from the Chamber stipend to the salary 

line to cover their request, seconded by Commissioner Pixie Harrod.  The motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

ADJOURN 

With no other business to come before the Board, Commissioner Pixie Harrod made the motion to 

adjourn, which was seconded by Commissioner Jimmy Parker.    Meeting was adjourned at 7:27 

p.m.   

 

 

 

_______________________________  ________________________________ 

Chairman, Ronnie Gaskins    Commissioner, Jimmy Parker 

 

 

_______________________________  ________________________________ 

Commissioner, Pixie Harrod    Commissioner, Robert Griner 

 

 

______________ _________________          ATTEST:________________________ 

Commissioner, John Nugent                                    County Clerk 


