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REGULAR SESSION MEETING 

 BERRIEN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

TUESDAY, MARCH 1, 2022 

6:00 P.M. 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Chairman, Robert Griner, called the regular session meeting of the Berrien County Board of 

Commissioners to order on Tuesday, March 1, 2022, at 6:00 p.m.   Members of the Board of 

Commissioners present were Commissioners Pixie Harrod, Ronnie Gaskin and Jimmy Parker.  

Commissioner John Nugent was absent.   

 

Invocation:  Commissioner Ronnie Gaskins 

Pledge:  Commissioner Jimmy Parker 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Commissioner Jimmy Parker made a motion to approve the 

February 1, 2022  Regular Session Minutes, seconded by Commissioner Pixie Harrod.  The 

motion carried unanimously. 

 

INVITED GUEST:   

John Bennett – Bridge Naming – Mr. Roger Grant, Veteran spoke on behalf of the West Berrien 

Community and the Vietnam Vets.  They requested the bridge in West Berrien on State Route 

125 approaching Tift County would be named after the West Berrien Vietnam Vets.  There are 

about 16 names they would like on the bridge.  Commissioner Ronnie Gaskins asked if it be 

appropriate to just name it Vietnam War Veterans so it would cover all veterans in Berrien 

County.  They are not against that but would rather it be a representation of those in the West 

Berrien Community.  The Board will have to prepare a resolution and send for Legislative action 

since it is a state road.  They county will be looking into this. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

 A. BOARD APPOINTMENTS – DEVELOPOMENT AUTHORITY - 

Administration received a requesting to make four appointments to the Development Authority 

Board for the terms March 2022 – March 2026.  Recommendations are: 

 

  Ronnie Gaskins – to fill the vacated seat of Robert Griner 

  Bradley Vickers – to fill the vacated seat of Nick Lacey 

  Jessica Aikens – to fill the vacated seat of Kim Dyer 

  Elna Bragdon – Renew her term 

 

Commissioner Pixie Harrod made a motion to approve the appointments as presented, seconded 

by Commissioner Jimmy Parker.  The motion caried unanimously. 

 

 B. BOARD APPOINTMENTS – AIRPORT - Administration received a request to 

appoint the following to the airport board.   

 

  Ken Morrison – 4 year term   March 2022 – March 2026 
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  Jeff Smith – 4 year term  March 2022 – March 2026 

  Clinton Ray – 4 year term March 2022 – March 2026 

  Lyle Hendley – 2 year term March 2022 – March 2024 

  Ken Block – 2 year term  March 2022 – March 2024 

 

Commissioner Jimmy Parker made a motion to approve the appointments as presented, seconded 

by Commissioner Pixie Harrod.  The motion carried unanimously.   

  

 C. EQUIPMENT REPAIR – JAIL - Administration received a requesting from Jail 

Administrator, Junior Addison, to repair the dryer at the jail.  He provided one quote from TLC 

Tri-State Laundry Companies for $2,151.23.  Jail Administrator, Captain Addison, stated a new 

dryer would run about $14,000.00.  Commissioner Pixie Harrod made a motion to approve the 

repair from TLC Tri-State Laundry Companies in the amount of $2,151.23, seconded by 

Commissioner Jimmy Parker.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 D. BOARD APPOINTMENT – SGRC  - Administration received a request to 

reappoint Commissioner Ronnie Gaskins to the Southern GA Regional Commission Council  as 

a County Elected Official Seat.  Commissioner Pixie Harrod made a motion to reappoint Ronnie 

Gaskins to the Southern GA Regional Commission Council, seconded by Commissioner Jimmy 

Parker.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 E. SOLID WASTE DISCUSSION – Administration was asked to have discussion 

on solid waste in Berrien County.  The county transfer site contract is up for renewal.  The board 

discussed bidding the contract out and also discussed terms of the contract as well as pricing on 

garbage.  There was discussion on trash not being hauled to the Deep South Solid Waste Landfill 

and it going to other locations.  There was discussions on the $5.00 per ton rate that the county 

should be collecting on trash going to other landfills.  If all tonnage has not been received, then 

the vendors need to be billed for that tonnage.  There was also discussion on getting scales at the 

transfer site.  There was no voting action taken on this item. 

 

 F. DRUG COURT SUPPLIES - Administration received a request from the Drug 

Court Administrator to purchase Drug Court testing supplies.  The items are purchased on-line 

with only one quote provided 

from Siemens Healthcare Diagnostics Web Shop in the amount of $4,398.80.  Commissioner 

Pixie Harrod made a motion to approve, seconded by Commissioner Jimmy Parker.  The motion 

carried unanimously. 

 

 G. BUILDING INSPECTIONS/ZONING – CITY OF NASHVILLE - 

Administration received a request from the City of Nashville wanting us to do their building 

permits, inspections and zoning.  The Tax Assessor feels they can handle this workload.  The 

City is willing to give all permit/inspection fees to the county and supplement with an additional 

$15,057.50.  They are willing to have their attorney draw up an Intergovernmental Agreement.  

Commissioner Pixie Harrod asked why the Tax Assessors Office is having to collect funds for 

road pipe.  Why isn’t the Road Department doing that?  Commissioner Ronnie Gaskins made a 

motion to approve the request from the City of Nashville and move all pipe orders to the Road 

Department with collection of funds there also, seconded by Commissioner Jimmy Parker.  The 

motion carried unanimously.   
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 H. CHAMPS ORDER - Administration received a request from Major Arel Valdez 

to order shirts for the Champs Program.  He has one quote from Benders Ad Services, LLC in 

the amount of $2,780.80.   They are requesting this be paid out of the DATE Fund.  

Commissioner Pixie Harrod made a motion to approve the order to be paid from the DATE Fund 

from Benders Ad Services, LLC in the amount of $2,780.80, seconded by Commissioner Jimmy 

Parker.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 I. RATIFICATION ITEMS - Administration is requesting ratification on the 

following items: 

 

 United Refrigeration, Inc. – Cty Bldgs    $2,700.00 

 Winsupply – Road       $6,480.00 

 West Plumbing and Electrical Service    $1,100.00 

 Winsupply – Road       $6,640.00 

 TCA Electrical Contractors, Inc. - Airport    $1,616.00 

 TCA Electrical Contractors, Inc. - Airport    $   521.50 

 TCA Electrical Contractors, Inc. - Airport    $1,495.25 

   

Commissioner Jimmy Parker made a motion to ratify the purchases as listed, seconded by 

Commissioner Ronnie Gaskins.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES AND DEPARTMENTS:   

Lisa Smart –  

• The rodeo is coming up.  FFA partnered with us and cleaned the Saddle Club Up.  It is 

really looking good. 

   

COMMISSIONERS’ ITEMS:    

Ronnie Gaskins –  

• Received a request from ACCG, Joe Dan Thompson, asking that we let them 

quote our general liability insurance.  There is a long list of items that is needed in order 

for him to quote.  Commissioner Gaskins said if everyone is in favor of leaving it local 

then he would like permission from the board to tell him we will be staying local.  The 

board is in agreement to keep it local. 

 

Jimmy  Parker –  

• The cow show is coming up.  Asking for a $50.00 donation.  This is strictly 

personal donation and no county funds. 

 

Pixie Harrod –  

• Commissioner Harrod thanked the Sheriff and the Major for what they do with 

the Champs Program and Lisa for what she does with the rodeo.   

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS:   

Janet Studstill – asked if the county is looking at renovations or funding for the historical buildings.  

Chairman Griner said we are still working on this.  She also said that it looks like something has 

fallen on the old jail roof and caused damaged.  The Board will have maintenance check on it. 
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COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR COMMENTS:   

Brenda Ferrell –  

• We are still working on acquiring right-of-way for the CDBG Project.  After 

meeting with the engineers, it was proposed to make Jones Road a one-way road.  This will 

alleviate some of the right-of-way issues we are facing.  Commissioner Jimmy Parker  

made a motion to make Jones Road a one-way road, seconded by Commissioner Pixie 

Harrod.  The motion carried unanimously. 

• Purchase Order request by the Road Department for eight new recaps from Best 

Drive Commercial Tire in the amount of $1,805.44.  Commissioner Pixie Harrod made a 

motion to approve, seconded by Commissioner Jimmy Parker.  The motion carried 

unanimously. 

• County Administrator, Brenda Ferrell, asked the board if they wanted to schedule 

a retreat this year.  We will look at dates the middle of April. 

• Received a request from IT to update anti-virus and computer monitoring on all 

computers.  This will be considered more during the working retreat. 

 

ADJOURN 

With no other business to come before the Board, Commissioner Jimmy Parker made the motion 

to adjourn, which was seconded by Commissioner Pixie Harrod.    Meeting was adjourned at 7:05 

p.m.   

 

 

 

_______________________________  ________________________________ 

Chairman, Robert Griner    Commissioner, Ronnie Gaskins 

 

 

_______________________________  ________________ ________________ 

Commissioner, Pixie Harrod    Commissioner, Jimmy Parker 

 

 

________________________________          ATTEST:________________________ 

Commissioner, John Nugent                                    County Clerk 


