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REGULAR SESSION MEETING 

 BERRIEN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

TUESDAY, MARCH 3, 2020 

6:00 P.M. 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Chairman, Ronnie Gaskins called the regular session meeting of the Berrien County Board of 

Commissioners to order on Tuesday, March 3, 2020, at 6:00 p.m.   Members of the Board of 

Commissioners present were, John Nugent, Pixie Harrod, Jimmy Parker and Robert Griner.   

 

Invocation:  Commissioner Jimmy Parker 

Pledge:  Commissioner Pixie Harrod 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Commissioner John Nugent made the motion to approve the 

February 4, 2020 Regular Session Minutes and the February 4, 2020 Executive Session Minutes, 

seconded by Commissioner Jimmy Parker.   The motion carried unanimously.   

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

A. RESOLUTION MAGISTRATE JUDGE:  Administration received direction 

from the Board of Commissioners to present a Resolution requesting local legislation to provide 

for election of the Chief Magistrate Judge of Berrien County.  Commissioner Robert Griner 

stated they have talked with the superior Court Judges and Judge Carter and they are in 

agreement.  Commissioner Jimmy Parker made a motion to approve the Resolution, seconded by 

Commissioner Robert Griner.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

B. RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE UNITED STATES AND GEORGIA 

CONSTITUTIONS: 

Administration received direction from the Board of Commissioners to present a resolution 

supporting the United States and Georgia Constitutions.  The resolution states; we wish to 

especially recognize the importance of the 2nd Amendment which reads as follows:  “A well-

regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a free State, the right of the people to keep 

and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.”  Commissioner John Nugent made a motion to approve 

the Resolution, seconded by Commissioner Jimmy Parker.  The motion carried unanimously.   

 

 C. RESOLUTION – CDBG PROJECT:  Administration is requesting the Board 

approve a Resolution to submit an application to receive FY 2020  CDBG funds on Barney 

Parker Rd.  County Administrator, Brenda Ferrell, also stated that this application would be for 

$500,000.00 and the County will have a local commitment of $370,769.00.  Commissioner Pixie 

Harrod made a motion to approve the Resolution, seconded by Commissioner Robert Griner.  

The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 D. DRUG TESTING SUPPLIES – DRUG COURT:   Administration received a 

request to purchase drug testing supplies.  They order these online with this being the only quote.  

The Board approved an order last month but it was never placed so that order is combined with 

this month’s request.  That is why the cost of $12,387.0 is higher than normal.  This is covered 

by the Drug Court Grant.  Commissioner Robert Griner made the motion to approve the request, 

seconded by Commissioner Jimmy Parker.  The motion carried unanimously.   
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E. EQUIPMENT ACQUISITION – WBFD:  Administration received a request 

from Terry Danforth, West Berrien Fire Chief, to purchase three sets of turn out gear for three 

new fire fighters.  Three quotes were provided.  Marc Mathis stated that he is requesting the 

purchase through NAFECO because the lower bid reflected from Municipal Equipment does not 

include the helmets, hoods or boots.  Commissioner Pixie Harrod made a motion to approve the 

purchase through NAFECO in the amount of $5,443.00, seconded by Commissioner Robert 

Griner.  The motion carried unanimously.   

 

 F. EQUIPMENT REPAIR – NLFD & EBFD:   Administration received a request 

from Marc Mathis, Fire Coordinator, to repair the tanks on to vehicles.  He has provided several 

quotes and is recommending the quotes from United Plastic Fabricating, P-Fab, LLC and First in 

Services, LLC. 

===================================================================== 

QUOTES: GA Forestry Commission   $49,323.94 ea 

   

OSCO (Indiana)    $70,550.00 ea 

 

  United Plastic Fabricating   $22,364.93 ea 

   P-Fab, LLC     $ 4,900.00  ea 

  First in Services, LLC    $17,730.00 ea 

  TOTAL     $44,994.93 ea   

  

Chairman Gaskins asked if these tanks will be mounted on our trucks.  They will be.  The board 

asked what will be the water capacity.  Marc Mathis stated the tank from United Plastic 

Fabricating would be 3000 gallons.  The tank from Forestry would be 2500 gallons.  

Commissioner Pixie Harrod said he felt the price for the frame from P-Fab seemed high.  He 

asked if he received a quote from Mike Duggan and suggested maybe check some other locals to 

see if they can build the frame.  He also said that $22,364.93 on the tank seems high.  

Commissioner Jimmy Parker suggested getting a quote from Vane in Moultrie.  Commissioner 

Robert Griner made a motion to table this item, seconded by Commissioner Jimmy Parker.  The 

motion carried unanimously. 

 

 G. AGREEMENT FOR PROFESSIONAL ADMINISTRATION BETWEEN 

BERRIEN COUNTY AND THE SOUTHERN GEORGIA REGIONAL COMMISSION – 

CDBG:  Administration received an agreement from SGRC stating DCA is requiring local 

governments to include a contingent contract for grant administration as well as 

architecture/engineering services in 2020 CDBG application.  County Attorney, Jennifer Herzog, 

stated that Paragraph IX – Indemnification is not county friendly and she would recommend they 

remove this from the agreement.  Commissioner Pixie Harrod made a motion to let County 

Attorney address Paragraph IX being removed and then allow Chairman to execute, seconded by 

Commissioner Jimmy Parker.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 H. RESOLUTION PROBATE JUDGE:  Administration received a request to 

provide a Resolution to make the Probate Judge a nonpartisan general election.  Commissioner 

Jimmy Parker made a motion to approve the Resolution, seconded by Commissioner Robert 

Griner.  The motion carried unanimously.   

 

I. EQUIPMENT ACQUISITION – ELECTIONS:   Administration received a 

from request Melanie Ray, Supervisor of Elections, to purchase a cargo trailer.  This is an item 
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that that can be submitted for grant funding with 75% reimbursement funding.  They need this 

trailer in order to transport the new machines to the polling sites.  Mr. Elliott Garner, Elections 

Board Chairman, presented the quotes to the board.  He is recommending the purchase from Triple 

A Trailers.  Quotes were as follows: 

 

QUOTES: Company     Manufacturer  Amount 

Triple A Trailers    Cargo Craft 8X16  $4,885.00 

Southern Trailer Depot, LLC   Rock Solid 8X16  $4,879.00 

American Cargo    Anvil 8X16   $4,392.00 

 

Commissioner Pixie Harrod made a motion to approve the purchase from Triple A Trailers in the 

amount of $4,885.00, seconded by Commissioner Jimmy Parker.  The motion carried 

unanimously.   

 

J. RATIFICATION ITEMS - Administration is requesting ratification on the 

following items: 

 

   Yancey Brothers (Road)    $1,460.00 

   MTC South, Inc. (Road)    $1,467.00 

   Yancey Brothers (Road)    $1,049.32 

   Nashville Ford (EMS)     $1,166.55 

   Southeastern Commercial (Road)   $1,488.00 

   Yancey Brothers (Road)    $2,818.00 

   Dixie Sales & Graphics (Recreation)   $4,231.40 

   Fausett Oil (Road)     $4,082.50 

   Spectra Computing (Administration)   $1,700.88 

    Kingline Equipment (Road)    $12,281.99 

 

Commissioner Robert Griner made a motion to ratify the items listed, seconded by 

Commissioner Jimmy Parker.  The motion carried unanimously.  

 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES AND DEPARTMENTS:   

Marc Mathis – stated he just received a request from East Berrien Fire Department for purchase 

15 radios and 3 pages.  This was not an agenda item as I did not receive the information in time.  

James Watson with East Berrien Fire Department stated that he has quotes from McLaggan for 

$275.00 each for the radios and $379.00 each for the pages.  The Board asked if 10 radios and 2 

pages would be fine for now.  Mr. Watson said it would be.  Commissioner Pixie Harrod made a 

motion to purchase 10 radios at $275.00 and 2 pages at $379.00 each, seconded by 

Commissioner Jimmy Parker.  The motion carried unanimously.   

 

COMMISSIONERS’ ITEMS:   

Jimmy Parker –  

• Commissioner Parker stated it is cow show time and asked the Board if they were going to 

contribute $50.00 each like they have in the past.  

• Commissioner Parker said there will be a renaming ceremony of the Agriculture Building 

on Monday, March 9th. 

Robert Griner –  

• Mentioned that there is a company out of Douglas that just completed some local private 

paving with really good rates.  Ben Warren, Public Works Director, is suppose to be getting 
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quotes for Guthrie Church Rd. and Earlie Gaskins Rd. 

• Commissioner Griner also asked the board to consider funding a traffic unit for six months 

to cover SR 82.  There was discussion of drug interdiction and patrolling.  The Board asked 

the Sheriff if they approve the position, does he have a vehicle.  The Sheriff said they are 

low on vehicles but he would make it work.  Chairman Gaskins stated every drug stop 

makes it a little bit safer.  Commissioner Robert Griner made a motion to approve the 

funding of a Deputy for six months, seconded by Commissioner Pixie Harrod.  The motion 

carried unanimously.   

Ronnie Gaskins –  

• Chairman Gaskins received a call from Sanderson Farms stating they could not get feed 

trucks to the chicken houses on Stacy Rd.  He would like to see the board approve stock 

piling about $3,000.00 worth of rock.  Commissioner Harrod also said he received a call 

from Terry Harper about the same thing.  Commissioner Pixie Harrod made a motion to 

approve purchasing $3,000.00 of rock for stock piling to be used as needed, seconded by 

Commissioner Jimmy Parker.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS: None 

 

COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR COMMENTS: 

Brenda Ferrell –  

• We have one basketball team going to state which will be held in Savannah.  Jennifer Cole, 

Recreation Director, is requesting $1,0000.00 for this team.  We normally provide $500.00.  

Commissioner Pixie Harrod said he feels we need to be consistent with all sports.  

Commissioner Robert Griner made a motion to give $500.00 toward this team going to 

State, seconded by Commissioner Pixie Harrod.  The motion carried unanimously. 

• Lester Ross – Property – County Administrator received a call from Mr. Lester Ross 

wanting to acquire property that the County received through a tax sale.  There was 

discussion with legal counsel on this item.  The Board does not want to sale the property 

at this time.   

• Celebrating the Dedication of the James L. “Jimmy” Lane Agricultural Center.  The 

ceremony will be Monday, March 9th at 6:00 p.m.  

 

ADJOURN 

With no other business to come before the Board, Commissioner Jimmy Parker made the motion 

to adjourn, which was seconded by Commissioner Robert Griner.    Meeting was adjourned at 6:58 

p.m.   

 

_______________________________  ________________________________ 

Chairman, Ronnie Gaskins    Commissioner, Jimmy Parker 

 

 

_______________________________  ________________________________ 

Commissioner, Pixie Harrod    Commissioner, Robert Griner 

 

 

______________ _________________          ATTEST:________________________ 

Commissioner, John Nugent                                    County Clerk 


