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SPECIAL CALLED MEETING 

 BERRIEN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

TUESDAY, JUNE 19, 2018 

10:00 A.M. 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Chairman, Doc Sumner, called the special called meeting of the Berrien County Board of Commissioners 

to order on Tuesday, June 19, 2018, at 10:00 a.m.   Members of the Board of Commissioners present 

were, Commissioners Jimmy Parker, Robert Griner and Pixie Harrod.  Commissioner John Nugent was 

absent.   

 

Invocation:   Commissioner Jimmy Parker 

Pledge:  Commissioner Pixie Harrod 

 

INVITED GUESTS: 

 A. Tom Thomas – RCN Financial Advisors – Tom Thomas introduced staff members 

Gavin Merwin and Nancy Joiner.  Currently they provide the county retirement plan.  Mr. Thomas 

explained to the board they are expanding and will be offering supplemental benefits and would like the 

county to consider using their services.  He gave a presentation of those services with ideas of how he 

feels they can assist the county and county employees.   

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

 A. Poultry House Setbacks - Administration received a recommendation from the Planning 

Commission to approve a 1500 foot setback from any pre-existing fruit or produce farm and also a 1500 

foot setback from any pre-existing agri-tourism business (10 or more people frequent establishment when 

open).  Commissioner Jimmy Parker made a motion to deny the Planning Commission’s 

recommendation, seconded by Commissioner Pixie Harrod.  The motion carried unanimously.  

Commissioner Jimmy Parker made a motion to approve the text amendment as presented, seconded by 

Commissioner Pixie Harrod.  The motion carried unanimously.   

 

The text amendment as presented: 

 

Text Amendment to Berrien County Land Development Ordinance 9-6 (Setbacks for 

Commercial Chicken Houses.)  The following shall be added to the existing language in the 

aforementioned Ordinance: 

Chicken house facilities shall be at least 1,000 feet from any commercial berry farming 

operation, as well as, any commercial vegetable farming operation.  The boundary line for 

establishing said setbacks for commercial berry farming and commercial vegetable farming 

operations shall be the last cultivated row of berries and/or vegetables of said farming operations. 

The definition for “commercial berry farming operation” or “commercial vegetable farming 

operation” shall specifically exclude those operations known generally as “U-Pick berries”, “U-

Pick vegetables”, produce stands, produce markets, or any other berry or vegetable growing 

operation that allows for individual retail purchase on site. 
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Additionally, where a commercial berry farming or a commercial vegetable farming operation is 

already existing and in operation, and a chicken house facility becomes later established on 

adjacent property, it shall be the responsibility of the owner of the chicken house facility to 

establish the required setbacks. Conversely, if a commercial berry farming or a commercial 

vegetable farming operation becomes established adjacent to an already existing chicken house 

facility, it shall be the responsibility of the owner of the commercial berry farming or 

commercial vegetable farming operation to establish the required setbacks. The intent of this 

paragraph is to set forth that the later established adjacent farming operation shall be responsible 

for establishing setbacks. 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 A. FY 2018-19 Budget Resolution - Administration presented the FY 2018-2019 Budget 

Adoption Resolution.  The total budgets are: 

 

 

General Fund              $11,582,908.00 
  Recreation                 422,570.00 
  Jail Fund                     26,900.00 
  Solid Waste                   82,000.00 
  Fire Fund                 396,541.00 
  SPLOST IV              300,000.00 
  SPLOST V        1,345,775.00 
  Special Drug Fund                                1,500.00 
  E-911                  647,935.00 
  Airport                        14,100.00 
  DATE Fund                                   322,458.00 
  Mental Health Court Fund           34,986.00 
 
 
  TOTAL BUDGET            $15,177,673.00 
 

Commissioner Pixie Harrod made a motion to adopt the FY 2018-19 budget, execute the Resolution and 

approve the continuation of the employee retirement program, seconded by Commissioner Jimmy Parker.  

The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 B. General Liability Insurance – Administration received quotes on the General Liability 

Insurance.   We received two quotes.  One Beacon offered a renewal with a 15% increase which gives an 

approximate premium of $257,368.85 and Travelers quote was at $200,866.00.  Commissioner Robert 

Griner made a motion to approve Travelers’ quote of $200,866.00, seconded by Commissioner Pixie 

Harrod.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

Commissioner Pixie Harrod made a motion to move into executive session at 10:28 a.m. for personnel, 

seconded by Commissioner Jimmy Parker.  Commissioner Jimmy Parker made a motion to go out of 

executive session at 10:35 a.m., seconded by Commissioner Pixie Harrod 

 



 

 

Special Called Meeting Minutes 3 June 19, 2018 

    

Commissioner Jimmy Parker made the motion to move into regular session at 10:35 a.m., seconded by 

Commissioner Robert Griner.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Commissioner Robert Griner made a motion to make an offer to the Recreation Director of Lanier County 

at the salary of $38,000.00 and to waive the posting requirements, seconded by  Commissioner Jimmy 

Parker.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Commissioner Robert Griner made a motion to make Chamber/Economic Development Secretary 

position an hourly position at her current rate with hours 8:00 am to 5:00 p.m. with an hour lunch 

effective June 20, 2018, seconded by Commissioner Jimmy Parker.  The motion carried unanimously.   

 

Commissioner Jimmy Parker stated that Peter Schultz asked him if the county would allow the City of 

Nashville to use the cement pad where the old skate park was to put up basketball goals.  The city will 

mow the area and provide insurance.  They will provide an Intergovernmental Agreement.   

Commissioner Jimmy Parker made a motion to approve this, seconded by Commissioner Robert Griner.  

The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Commissioner Pixie Harrod stated that an ambulance caught on fire.  The board felt we needed to move 

quickly on this to get a replacement.  Insurance has been notified.  Commissioner Pixie Harrod made a 

motion to approve the purchase/replacement of the ambulance, seconded by Commissioner Robert Griner.  

The motion carried unanimously.   

 

ADJOURN 

With no other business to come before the Board, Commissioner Robert Griner made the motion to 

adjourn, which was seconded by Commissioner Pixie Harrod.    Meeting was adjourned at 10:48 a.m. 

 

 

_______________________________  ________________________________ 

Chairman, Doc Sumner    Vice Chairman, Pixie Harrod 

 

 

_______________________________  ________________________________ 

Commissioner, Jimmy Parker   Commissioner, Robert Griner 

 

 

_________ABSENT______________          ATTEST________________________ 

Commissioner, John Nugent                  County Clerk 


