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REGULAR SESSION MEETING 

 BERRIEN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

TUESDAY, JUNE 5, 2018 

6:00 P.M. 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Chairman, Doc Sumner called the regular session meeting of the Berrien County Board of Commissioners 

to order on Tuesday, June 5, 2018, at 6:00 p.m.   Members of the Board of Commissioners present were, 

Commissioners Robert Griner, Jimmy Parker, Commissioner John Nugent and Pixie Harrod.   

 

Invocation:  Commissioner Jimmy Parker 

Pledge:  Commissioner Robert Griner 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Commissioner Jimmy Parker made the motion to approve the May 8, 

2018 Regular Session Minutes, seconded by Robert Griner.  The motion carried unanimously.   

 

PUBLIC HEARING: 

Commissioner Robert Griner made a motion to move into a public hearing for Poultry House Setbacks at 

6:01 p.m., seconded by Commissioner.   

 

Chairman Doc Sumner stated that the Board has reviewed in the information and that he would like to 

recommend making a motion to table this item and develop a committee to include the Berry/Vegetable 

Growers, the Poultry and two representatives from the Board of Commissioners.   He would like to see 

this board meet and come up with a solution that works for everyone.  Chairman Doc Sumner asked if 

there are any comments.   

 

Johnny Browning addressed the board with several concerns: 

 

• Loss of Income  

• Depreciation of Property 

• Gradual downturn of Berrien County economy and growth due to stench. 

 

Mr. Browning shared some of the things he currently has going and some of his plans for the future.   

 

Carlos Vickers – Mr. Vickers said he feels that if a business is there first the new business should be the 

one to do the setback.  Be considerate and respectful of the existing business.  He feels this would work 

for all parties. 

 

Tim McMillan – Shared with the Board that poultry houses went in north of them.  He wanted to make it 

clear that he is not against poultry houses but when this happened they started looking at their Agri 

tourism business and how it could be affected if poultry houses came closer to them in the future.  

Another concern is with food audits.  After considering those impacts, they went to Code Enforcement 

and the Planning Commission to see what could be done.  He stated he agrees with the Commission 

Board to develop a committee that could design something that works for all parties involved.  Mr. Mike 

Giles from the poultry industry is here tonight and both he and Mr. McMillan agree on what needs to be 

done.   

 

Mike Giles – stated he is the President of the Poultry Federation.  He has been with the federation for 20 

years.  He offered to be a part of a committee and develop a solution.   
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Chairman Doc Sumner asked for any other comments.  There were none.  Commissioner Robert Griner 

made a motion to go out of public hearing at 6:27 p.m., seconded by Commissioner Jimmy Parker.  The 

motion carried unanimously. 

 

Commissioner Robert Griner made a motion to go into public hearing for the FY 2018-2019 Budget at 

6:28 p.m., seconded by Commissioner Pixie Harrod.   

 

County Administrator, Brenda Ferrell, presented the FY 2018-2019 Budget to the Board of 

Commissioners along with the FY 2018-2019 Resolution.  She gave total budget amounts for all funds.  

Chairman Doc Sumner asked if there were any public comments.  There were none.  Commissioner 

Jimmy Parker made a motion to move out of Public Hearing and into regular session at 6:31 p.m., 

seconded by Commissioner Pixie Harrod.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

 A. Equipment Repair – Road – Administration received a request last month to purchase a 

new tractor from Nashville Tractor.  Quotes were provided on several tractors.  Repair costs were 

estimated at $9,000.00.  Commissioner Pixie Harrod made a motion to approve the repair through 

Nashville Tractor, seconded by Commissioner Robert Griner.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

 A. Poultry House Setback – Administration received a recommendation from the 

Planning Commission to approve a 1,500 foot setback from any pre-existing fruit or produce 

farm and also a 1500 foot setback from any pre-existing agri-tourism business (10 or more 

people frequent establishment when open).    Commissioner Robert Griner made a motion to 

table this item, seconded by Commissioner Jimmy Parker.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 B. Board Appointment – Elections – Administration received a request from the 

Board of Elections to reappoint Elliott Garner to the Board for another 4-year term which will 

expire June, 2022.  Commissioner Robert Griner made a motion to reappoint Elliott Garner for 

another 4-year term ending June, 2022, seconded by Commissioner Jimmy Parker.  The motion 

carried unanimously. 

 

 C. Board Appointment – Library – Administration received a request from Angi 

Hughes, Library Manager, requesting an appointment to fill an unexpired term which expires 

June 30, 2020.  The Library Board is recommending Mrs. Elna Bragdon and she has agreed to 

serve.  Commissioner Pixie Harrod made a motion to appoint Mrs. Elna Bragdon to the Library 

Board for the term which expires June 30, 2020, seconded by Commissioner Robert Griner.  The 

motion carried unanimously. 

 

 D. Board Appointment – Behavioral Health Services of South GA – 

Administration received a request from Pamela Cartwright, CEO, Behavioral Health Services of 

South Georgia, requesting we appoint a representative to the South Georgia Community Service 

Board to fill an unexpired term which expires July 2019.  Commissioner Pixie Harrod made a 

motion to table this item, seconded by Commissioner Jimmy Parker.  The motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

 E. 2018 LMIG Bids – Notice of Award – Administration received a 

recommendation from Shon Hampton, Watkins & Associates on the bid opening for the 2018 
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LMIG Resurfacing Project.  The bid tabulations are attached.  He is recommending the award go 

to The Scruggs Company with a total bid of $966,619.90.  Alapaha’s project is $24,598.00 

leaving Berrien County’s Project Cost at $942,021.90.  County Administration requested they 

also approve her executing the Notice of Award.  Commissioner Robert Griner made the motion 

to approve The Scruggs Company bid of $966,619.90 and approve County Administrator, 

Brenda Ferrell, to execute Notice of Award, seconded by Commissioner Jimmy Parker.  The 

motion carried unanimously. 

 

 F. Equipment Acquisition – EBFD – Administration received a request from 

EBFD to purchase five pagers, a thermal imaging camera and a ventilation fan.  Bids were 

received for all items and James Watson presented those items.   Commissioner Pixie Harrod 

made a motion to approve the purchases of pagers through RCE of Valdosta, $2,000.00, Thermal 

Imaging Camera through Municipal Emergency Services $349.00 and Ventilation Fan through 

Municipal Equipment Company $1,530.00, seconded by Commissioner Pixie Harrod, seconded 

by Commissioner Jimmy Parker.   

 

 G. Equipment Repair – Alapaha Fire Department – Administration received a 

request to repair Truck 5 for Alapaha Fire Department.  One quote was provided from First in 

Services, LLC in the amount of $2,327.47.  Commissioner Pixie Harrod made a motion to 

approve the repair, seconded by Commissioner John Nugent.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 H. GA Indigent Defense Services Agreement – Public Defender Council – 

Administration received a request from Janice Prince, Public Defender’s Office, to enter into the 

GA Indigent Defense Services Agreement.  This agreement basically states what services they 

provide and states the funding the county provides.  County Attorney, Mark Perry, has reviewed 

this agreement.  Commissioner Jimmy Parker made a motion to approve the GA Indigent 

Defense Services Agreement, seconded by Commissioner Pixie Harrod.  The motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

 I. FY 2018-2019 Holiday Schedule – Administration requested the board approve 

the holiday schedule for FY 2018-2019.  Holidays are as follows: 
 

• Wednesday , July 4, 2018  Independence Day  

• Monday, Sept. 3, 2018   Labor Day 

• Thursday, Nov. 22, 2018  Thanksgiving Holidays 

• Friday, Nov. 23, 2018 

• Monday, Dec. 24, 2018   Christmas Eve 

• Tuesday, Dec. 25, 2018   Christmas Day 

• Tuesday, Jan. 1, 2019   New Year’s Day  

• Monday, May 27, 2019   Memorial Day 

 

 

 J. Ratification Items – Administration requested ratification on the below listed 

items. 
 
   Cherokee Culvert (Citizen Order)  $1,344.00 
   Reynolds-Warren Equipment (Road)  $1,680.00 
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   Cherokee Culvert (Road)   $3,456.00 
   Cherokee Culvert (Road)   $4,876.80 
   ERLA, Inc. (EMS)    $1,290.12 
   MetLife Retirement – Cancel this plan and transfer to AXA 

 

Commissioner Pixie Harrod made a motion to ratify the purchases as listed, seconded by 

Commissioner Robert Griner.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 K. Vehicle Purchase – Sheriff – Administration received a request from Sheriff 

Paulk to purchase another vehicle.  He provided one quote for the vehicle and one quote for 

equipment for a total of $39,309.00.  Commissioner Pixie Harrod questioned how come the 

equipment quote is less than normal.  Sheriff Paulk stated that they have some equipment from 

older vehicles that will be moved to the new vehicle.  Commissioner Pixie Harrod made a 

motion to approve the vehicle and equipment purchase, seconded by Commissioner Jimmy 

Parker.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES AND DEPARTMENTS:  None 

 

COMMISSIONERS’ ITEMS:  None 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS:  None 

 

COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR COMMENTS: 
Brenda Ferrell –  

• General Liability Renewal Rates have not been received yet.  We should be receiving it any day. 

• Red Cross Annual Volunteer Recognition Event is June 26th at 6:00 p.m. at the Valdosta City 

Annex.  If anyone would like to attend we have to RSVP by June 19th 

• We received a letter from GDOT stating that conducted a traffic study at SR 37 and South Coffee 

Road and SR 125 and Barber Shop Road.  They recommend placing rumble strips at those 

intersections.  Commissioner Pixie Harrod informed the Board that he got with County 

Administrator and asked her to price and order four solar barricade lights to use as caution lights 

at the approaches to Berrien Peanut.  The light cost was $305.00 which is much cheaper than the 

$16,000.00 estimate that was previously given. 

• Recreation All Star Uniform Invoices were presented.  Bob’s Athletics in the amount of 

$2,337.50 and Southern Designs in the amount of $1,360.00.  Commissioner Jimmy Parker made 

a motion to approve the Bob’s Athletics invoice in the amount of $2,337.50, seconded by 

Commissioner Robert Griner.  The motion carried unanimously.  Commissioner Jimmy Parker 

made the motion to approve the Southern Designs invoice in the amount of $1,360.00, seconded 

by Commissioner Robert Griner.  The motion carried unanimously.   

• Drug Court is requesting a supply order through Siemens in the amount of $4,095.60.  

Commissioner Pixie Harrod made a motion to approve the order through Siemens in the amount 

of $4,095.60, seconded by Commissioner Jimmy Parker.  The motion carried unanimously. 

• Administration received a Subordination Agreement and Acknowledgement.  This is in reference 

to an RLF Loan where the borrower changed from an LLC to individually.  This will make 

Citizens Bank primary and the county secondary if they were to default, which is the way it was 

previously. 

•  

 

ADJOURN 
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With no other business to come before the Board, Commissioner Robert Griner made the motion to 

adjourn, which was seconded by Commissioner Jimmy Parker.    Meeting was adjourned at 6:51 pm.   

 

 

_______________________________  ________________________________ 

Chairman, Doc Sumner    Commissioner, Robert Griner 

 

 

_______________________________  ________________________________ 

Commissioner, Jimmy Parker   Commissioner, Pixie Harrod 

 

 

______________ ________________          ATTEST________________________ 

Commissioner, John Nugent                  County Clerk 


