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REGULAR SESSION MEETING 

 BERRIEN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

TUESDAY, JULY 3, 2018 

6:00 P.M. 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Chairman, Doc Sumner called the regular session meeting of the Berrien County Board of Commissioners 

to order on Tuesday, June 5, 2018, at 6:00 p.m.   Members of the Board of Commissioners present were, 

Commissioners Robert Griner, Jimmy Parker, Commissioner John Nugent and Pixie Harrod.   

 

Invocation:  Commissioner Jimmy Parker 

Pledge:  Commissioner Robert Griner 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Commissioner Pixie Harrod  made the motion to approve the June 5, 2018 

Regular Session Minutes, the June 19, 2018 Special Called Meeting and the June 19, 2018 Executive 

Session Minutes, seconded by Robert Griner.  The motion carried unanimously.   

 

INVITED GUESTS: 

Terry Benefield – Mr. Terry Benefield could not make the meeting so Dorman Benefield spoke on his 

behalf.  Mr. Benefield presented a list to the Commissioners of roads that do not have rumble strips on 

them.   He said if we are going to put them down then they need to go on all roads.  He said they are noisy 

and very hard to sleep.  Mr. Terry Benefield’s request is that the rumble strips close to his house be 

removed.  He would like to see a flashing light of some kind put there instead.  Mrs. Tidwell also spoke 

about the noise of the rumble strips.  Mr. Donald Tidwell said he cannot handle the noise.   

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

 A. Equipment Acquisition – Administration received bids for a motor grader.  

There were two quotes one from Flint Equipment and one from Yancey Brothers Co.  

Commissioner Pixie Harrod made a motion to approve the Lease quote from Yancey Brothers 

Co., seconded by Commissioner John Nugent.  Commissioners Jimmy Parker and Robert Griner 

voted against.  Chairman Doc Sumner voted in favor.  The motion carried. 

 

 B. Aging Advisory Council Appointment - Administration received a request from 

the Region 4 Advisory Council for Mental Health, Developmental Disabilities and Addictive 

Diseases Regional Advisory Council, requesting that we appoint someone to serve on the Region 

4 Advisory Council to represent Berrien County.  The seat was previously held by Brad 

Stevenson who was appointed to fill the seat vacated by Elaine Landy-Robinson.  Mr. 

Stevenson’s 3-year term was set as February 6, 2018 to February 6, 2021.  This appointment will 

fill the unexpired term.  Christina Allen is willing to serve in this capacity.  Commissioner 

Robert Griner made a motion to approve the appointment of Christina Allen to fill the unexpired 

term, seconded by Commissioner Pixie Harrod.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 C. Inmate Work Detail Agreement – Georgia Depart of Corrections (Robert L. 

Patten Probation Detention Center) - Administration received the state inmate work detail 

agreement with the Georgia Department of Corrections (Robert L. Patten Probation Detention 

Center).  The term of this agreement is July 1, 2018 through June 30, 2019 11:59 p.m.  The 

annual cost is $39,500.  The work detail will be provided four days a week, ten hours per day.  
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The parties may, by mutual agreement in writing, extend the Agreement for additional time 

periods.  This Agreement may be terminated by either party upon seven calendar day’s written 

notice.  The funds are budgeted in the solid waste fund.  Commissioner Pixie Harrod made a 

motion to approve the Contract at $39,500.00, seconded by Commissioner Jimmy Parker.  The 

motion carried unanimously.   

 

 D. Catering License & Catering Event Permit - Administration received a request 

that we offer a Catering License and Catering Event Permit.  County Attorney reviewed our Beer, Wine 

& Liquor License Application and made the recommendation to add a box to the existing application to 

apply for a Catering License.  He also provided an Application for an Alcohol Catering Event Permit.  His 

recommendation for the Catering License fee is $250.00 and for the Event Permit fee $50.00.  

Commissioner Pixie Harrod made a motion to approve the Catering License for $250.00 and the Event 

Permit for $50.00, seconded by Commissioner Robert Griner.  The motion carried unanimously.   

 

 E. Intergovernmental Agreement – City of Nashville – Administration received a request 

from the City of Nashville to put basketball goals up at the old skate park.  They will in turn mow the area 

and provide general liability insurance with the county as an additional insured.  Commissioner Jimmy 

Parker made a motion to approve the Intergovernmental Agreement with the City of Nashville, seconded 

by Commissioner Robert Griner.  The motion carried unanimously.    

 

 F. Pipe Acquisition – Road – Administration received a request to purchase pipe.  One 

quote was provided due to it being spiroplast pipe.  It was from Cherokee Culvert in the amount of 

$4,471.32.  Commissioner Pixie Harrod made a motion to approve the purchase using Cherokee Culvert 

in the amount of $4,471.32, seconded by Commissioner Jimmy Parker.  The motion carried unanimously.   

 

 G. Equipment Repair – Road – Administration received a request to repair Unit 111, Bull 

Dozer.  One quote was provided from Yancey Brothers in the amount of $1,217.65, seconded by 

Commissioner Robert Griner.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 H. Supplemental Benefits - At the June Special Called Meeting Tom Thomas 

presented to the Board benefits that his company, RCN Financial Advisors, can offer to Berrien 

County.  He is asking the board to consider approving an Agent of Record Letter naming him 

and his company as the agent and allow him to handle the supplemental benefits.  Commissioner 

Pixie Harrod made a motion to approve supplemental benefits through RCN Financial Advisors, 

seconded by Commissioner Jimmy Parker.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 I. Ratification Items – Administration requested ratification on the below listed 

items. 
 
   Nashville Ford – EMS    $1,440.69 

 

Commissioner Jimmy Parker made a motion to ratify the purchase as listed, seconded by 

Commissioner Pixie Harrod.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES AND DEPARTMENTS:  None 

 

COMMISSIONERS’ ITEMS:  None 
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PUBLIC COMMENTS:   

Beverly Hoffman – Ms. Hoffman was asking the Board about the maintenance and mowing of 

grass around Cornelius Monument.  The Board explained that is located in the City and not the 

County.  She also had concerns about the ditches being backed up with water on Joanne Ln.  Rob 

Hawkins, Assistant Road Superintendent, said they would take care of it.  She also asked if there 

was a grass height code and stated some neighbors have let their yards go.  She was directed to 

contact Code Enforcement.   

 

Dorman Benefield – Mr. Benefield spoke about a few small roads in the Ray City area that he 

would like to see paved.  He talked about the sloping on the dirt roads and about signs that need 

to be replaced.   

 

COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR COMMENTS: 
Brenda Ferrell –  

• The General Assembly passed HB 489 which is a Georgia Procurement Registry Requirement.  

Effective July 1, 2018, any bid or proposal extended by a county, city or board of education for 

goods and services valued at $10,000.00 or more, or public works contracts for over $100,000.00, 

must also be posted on the Georgia Procurement Registry, at no cost to the local government.   

• The 2018 LMIG Project came in a little cheaper than expected so we will need to do a change 

order with the closeout amount. 

• TSPLOST Meeting – there is an informational meeting on July 10th at 1:00 at the Nashville 

Community Center. 

• 8U Girls Softball is going to state in Screven County.  We normally give them $500.00 to put 

towards expenses.  The board is in agreement. 

• Recreation Department Transformer – Meeting with GA Power Thursday to work on a plan to 

replace the transformer. 

 

ADJOURN 

With no other business to come before the Board, Commissioner Robert Griner made the motion to 

adjourn, which was seconded by Commissioner Pixie Harrod.    Meeting was adjourned at 6:51 pm.   

 

 

_______________________________  ________________________________ 

Chairman, Doc Sumner    Commissioner, Robert Griner 

 

 

_______________________________  ________________________________ 

Commissioner, Jimmy Parker   Commissioner, Pixie Harrod 

 

 

______________ ________________          ATTEST________________________ 

Commissioner, John Nugent                  County Clerk 


