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REGULAR SESSION MEETING 

 BERRIEN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 1, 2020 

6:00 P.M. 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Chairman, Ronnie Gaskins called the regular session meeting of the Berrien County Board of 

Commissioners to order on Tuesday, September 1, 2020, at 6:00 p.m.   Members of the Board of 

Commissioners present were Pixie Harrod, Jimmy Parker, Robert Griner and John Nugent.   

 

Invocation:  Commissioner Jimmy Parker 

Pledge:  Commissioner John Nugent 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Commissioner Robert Griner made a motion to approve the 

August 4, 2020 Regular Session, the August 4, 2020 Executive Session Minutes, seconded by 

Commissioner Jimmy Parker.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

 A. Mitigation Land Hunting Lease - Administration advertised the Mitigation 

Land Hunting Lease.  This is a 3-year lease which is due for renewal.  Bids were accepted 

through August 11, 2020 at 5:00 p.m.   Bids received were from Michael Fender $12.00 per acre 

and Dustin Warren $5.27 per acre.  Commissioner Pixie Harrod made a motion to approve the 

bid from Michael Fender for $12.00 per acre, seconded by Commissioner Jimmy Parker.  The 

motion carried unanimously. 

 

 B. Special Care Giver Application – Wayne Clements - Administration received a 

request from Amanda Thacker, Planning Commission, who received a Special Care Giver 

Application from Mr. Wayne Clements.  Mr. Clements is disabled with bone deterioration, 

neuropathy.  He would like to have his son close by for emergencies and to help with the upkeep 

of the property.  The Planning Commission is recommending approval of this application.  

Commissioner Pixie Harrod made a motion to approve, seconded by Commissioner Robert 

Griner.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 C. Special Care Giver Application – Cheryl Sellars - Administration received a 

request from Amanda Thacker, Planning Commission, who received a Special Care Giver 

Application from Ms. Cheryl Sellars.  Ms. Sellars is disabled with Spondylosis, Degenerative 

Joint Disease and diabetes.  She has moved her daughter and family in and it is too crowded, she 

would like to have her daughter close by for emergencies and to help with the upkeep of the 

property.  The Planning Commission is recommending approval of this application.  

Commissioner Pixie Harrod made a motion to approve, seconded by Commissioner Jimmy 

Parker.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 D. Software Service Agreement – Card Reader – Code Enforcement - 

Administration received a request from Amanda Thacker, Code Enforcement, to enter into an 

agreement for a card reader.  This reader would allow citizens to pay for permits using a card 

reader.  The proposal is from  Government Window, the same company the Tax Commissioner 

uses.   The customer will be charged 3.5%  if they choose to pay by card but no cost to the 
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county.  They will contract 30 days at a time and we can cancel any time.  Commissioner Pixie 

Harrod made a motion to approve the contract since it can be stopped at any time and see how it 

goes, seconded by Commissioner Robert Griner.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 E. ESRI – Tax Assessor - Administration received a request from Greg Nimmo, 

Chief Appraiser, to purchase a license for an additional computer to have the Arc View Program.  

This is their mapping program they currently use.   

 

QUOTES:  ESRI   $1,275.00 

   ESRI   $   300.00 

   TOTAL  $1,575.00 

 

Commissioner Robert Griner made a motion to approve the purchase, seconded by 

Commissioner Jimmy Parker.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 F. FY 2020 LMIG Award - Administration received a recommendation from Shon 

Hampton, Watkins & Associations for the FY 2020 LMIG Award,  three bids were received and 

opened on August 13, 2020.  Reams & Son Construction was the low bid of $1,416,208.58.  

Watkins & Associations is recommending the Reams & Son Construction to award the contract.  

This award is contingent upon reducing the contract amount to within the County’s estimated 

budget of $1,059,524 by Contract Change Order.  Also, be aware that Division II was a bid for 

the Town of Alapaha’s LMIG Project which they will be responsible for.  Commissioner Jimmy 

Parker made a motion to approve the FY 2020 LMIG Award to Reams & Son Construction in 

the amount of $1,416,208.58, seconded by Commissioner Robert Griner.  The motion carried 

unanimously.   

   

 G. Responsible Dog Ownership Laws – Discussion – There was discussion on the 

responsible dog ownership laws.  Several documents were provided from legal counsel.  The 

main topic was naming a person or board to determine if a dog is dangerous.  After discussion, 

the board decided to name Jessica Stone, Animal Control Officer, as the Dog Control Officer.  

Commissioner Jimmy Parker  made a motion to name Jessica Stone as the Dog Control Officer, 

seconded by Commissioner Pixie Harrod.  The motion carried unanimously.   

 

 H. Board Appointment – U.S. Selective Service Board – Administration received a 

request to appoint two citizens to the U.S. Selective Service Board.  Chairman Ronnie Gaskins 

asked if anyone had suggestions.  No one did.  Chairman Gaskins stated he talked with two 

citizens who are willing to service, Colt Ford and Danny Sparks.  Commissioner Robert Griner 

made a motion to appoint Colt Ford and Danny Sparks to the U.S. Selective Service Board, 

seconded by Commissioner Jimmy Parker.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 I. Beaver Trapping – Road - Administration received a request from Ben Warren, 

Public Works Director, to present a proposal for trapping and removal of beavers in Berrien 

County.  There is only one proposal from Ricky V. Wade, Georgia Beaver Reapers Wild Life 

Nuisance Control.   There was discussion on this topic including the need to control the beaver 

population with the damages that they cause the roads and discussion on our current funding of 

this issue.  Commissioner Robert Griner made a motion to table this item until next month, 

seconded by Commissioner Jimmy Parker.  The motion carried unanimously. 

  

 J. FY 2019-2020 Budget Amendment Resolution – Administration is requesting 
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the Board approve the FY 2019-2020 Budget Amendment Resolution as presented.  

Commissioner Pixie Harrod made a motion to approve the FY 2019-2020 Budget Amendment 

Resolution, seconded by Commissioner Robert Griner.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 K. Board Appointment – DFACS – Administration received a request to reappoint 

Mr. Myron Harper to the Berrien County department of Family and Children Services Board.  

This will be  a5-year a term which will expire June 30, 2025.  Commissioner Robert Griner made 

a motion to reappoint Mr. Myron Harper to the Berrien County Department of Family and 

Children Services Board with a term to expire June 30, 2025, seconded by Commissioner Jimmy 

Parker.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 L. Resolution – TIA Project – Lenox-Alapaha Highway and Coy Hancock Rd. - 

Administration received a request from GDOT for a Resolution authorizing the Chairman, 

Ronnie Gaskins and Brenda Ferrell, County Clerk to sign the Agreements relative to the TIA 

Projects, Lenox-Alapaha Highway and Coy Hancock Rd.  Commissioner Pixie Harrod made a 

motion to approve the Resolution as presented, seconded by Commissioner Robert Griner.  The 

motion carried unanimously. 

 

 M. Ratification Items - Administration is requesting ratification on the following 

items: 

  Siemens (Admin Bldg)      $4,818.48 

  Foley Products Co (Concrete Pipe-Earlie Gaskins Rd) – TSPLOST $4,853.88 

  Foley Products Co (Concrete Pipe-Guthrie Church Rd -TSPLOST $2,753.16 

  Tifton Winsupply – Guthrie Church Rd – TSPLOST  $2,652.30 

  Tifton Winsupply – Earlie Gaskins Rd. – TSPLOST   $3,309.60 

  Fire Safety, Inc. – Road       $1,197.75 

  GA Correctional Ind. – Road      $1,061.25 

  R&S Sports – Football/Soccer/Tennis Equipment   $1,953.05 

  L & T Inc. – Airport       $1,057.40 

  LM Hydraulic – Road       $1,375.24 

  Red & Gray – Football Jerseys     $24.00 EA 

  R&S Sports – Cheerleading      $53.30 EA 

  R&S Sports – Soccer        $9.25 EA 

 

Commissioner Robert Griner made a motion to ratify the items listed, seconded by 

Commissioner John Nugent.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES AND DEPARTMENTS:  None 

 

COMMISSIONERS’ ITEMS:   

Jimmy Parker – 

• Spoke with Marc Mathis about setting up a Fire Chiefs’ meeting to discuss structural fires, 

entrapments, etc.   

• Hog Show is coming up in November 

 

Robert Griner –  

• Coy Hancock Rd. is being used as a cut through by semi-trucks.  Are there any weight 

limits on the roads or on the bridge?  This is something we need to check into. 
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PUBLIC COMMENTS:  

Leslie Thompson Walker – 2413 Weaver Dr. Ray City – presented to the board flooding issues on 

her property.  She has asked the State and the Road Department to assist and they both say there 

is nothing that can ben done.  After in length discussion, the property is located near a Bay in 

which the natural flow of water runs.  There really is not much that can be done to help.  The Board 

told her that they would have Ben Warren, Road Superintendent check the pipes to make sure they 

are not damaged and to contact the State to see if they can help in any way. 

 

A gentleman came before the Board and stated he lives at the end of E. Washington Ave. and 

wanted to know how come it costs so much to hook into City sewer.  The Board explained that we 

are county and he needed to address this item with the City of Nashville. 

 

COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR COMMENTS: 

Brenda Ferrell –  

• FY 2021 LMIG Applications are being accepted through February 1, 2021.  We need to be 

thinking of the projects we want to submit. 

• September 18th at 9:00 is the Special Called Meeting for the Tax Millage Rate 

• Cares Funding – Phase 1 – 30 % Allocation - $179,563.00; Phase 2 – 70% Allocation - 

$418,980.00 for a total of $598,543.00.  Everything has been submitted and we are starting 

to see funding. 

• Guthrie Church Rd and Earlie Gaskins Rd bid openings are September 10th at 11:00. 

• Striping Project was let in May.  Shannon at GDOT has not received a Notice of Award 

but will check on it and call me back. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: (Personnel) – Commissioner Jimmy Parker made a motion to move 

into executive session for personnel at 6:53 p.m., seconded by Commissioner Pixie Harrod.  

Commissioner Pixie Harrod made a motion to move out of executive session at 7:03 p.m., 

seconded by Commissioner Jimmy Parker.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Commissioner Pixie Harrod made a motion to approve filling the maintenance position and salary 

for the Recreation Department, seconded by Commissioner Robert Griner.  The motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

ADJOURN 

With no other business to come before the Board, Commissioner Robert Griner made the motion 

to adjourn, which was seconded by Commissioner Pixie Harrod.    Meeting was adjourned at 7:20 

p.m.   

 

_______________________________  ________________________________ 

Chairman, Ronnie Gaskins    Commissioner, Jimmy Parker 

 

 

_______________________________  ________________________________ 

Commissioner, Pixie Harrod    Commissioner, Robert Griner 

 

 

______________ _________________          ATTEST:________________________ 

Commissioner, John Nugent                                    County Clerk 


