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SPECIAL CALLED MEETING 

 BERRIEN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 2022 

9:00 A.M. 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Vice Chairman, John Nugent, called the special called meeting of the Berrien County Board of 

Commissioners to order on Thursday, September 29, 2022 at 9:04 A.M.   Members of the Board 

of Commissioners present were, Commissioners, Pixie Harrod, and Ronnie Gaskins.  

Commissioner Jimmy Parker and  Chairman Robert Griner were absent.   

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

 A. TAX LEVY RESOLUTION – Administration was requesting the board approve 

the FY 2022 Tax Levy Resolution.  County Administrator, Brenda Ferrell, presented the  2022 

Tax Levy Resolution of a total tax millage of 19.99, Less the roll back for the local option sales 

tax of 3.42 for a New M&O millage for the incorporated and Unincorporated areas of 16.57 

mills.  A Net M&O for Schools of 14.88 and the State of Georgia millage of 0 Mils.  

Commissioner Pixie Harrod made a motion to approve the Resolution and Tax Millage as 

presented, seconded by Commissioner Ronnie Gaskins.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 B. INSURANCE PREMIUM TAX RESOLUTION – Administration requested 

the approval of the FY 2022-2023 Insurance Premium Tax Resolution.  The insurance premium 

tax will be used on Fire Protection, Solid Waste Management, Code Enforcement and Animal 

Control in the unincorporated areas of Berrien County.    Commissioner Ronnie Gaskins made a 

motion to approve, seconded by Commissioner Pixie Harrod.  The motion carried unanimously. 

  

 C. LAND ACQUISITION – AIRPORT – Mary Alice McGee, Airport Manager 

and Ken Morrison, Airport Authority Board Chairman presented to the board obstructions that 

were identified by FAA.   There is a corner lot on Thomas Street that have trees on it that are too 

high for approaches to the runway.  Matt Morris owned the property and is willing to sale it to 

the county for $10,000.00.  This can be funded through SPLOST.   There are other obstructions 

that will need to be addressed in the future.  Commissioner Pixie Harrod made a motion to 

approve the purchase, seconded by Commissioner Ronnie Gaskins.  The motion carried 

unanimously.   Commissioner Pixie Harrod made the motion to give the Chairman authority to 

sign the contract, seconded by Commissioner Ronnie Gaskins. The motion carried unanimously.  

The board asked the Airport Authority Board to make contact with other landowners about 

taking the obstructions down. 

 

Mary Alice McGee stated that the Scrap Tire Grant was approved $49,653.00 and that 

community event will be Saturday, December 10th.   

 

Mary Alice McGee, stated she found a grant for $10,000.00 and a 50% match if the board would 

like to move forward with it.  It would need to be used on historical buildings.  Windows at the 

old jail was discussed.  Commissioner Ronnie Gaskins suggested getting quotes on replacing 

those before we submit a grant.  The grant due date is in February. 
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 D. VEHICLE ACQUISITION – SHERIFF – Sheriff Paulk and Major Valdez 

presented to the Board two vehicles they requesting approval to purchase.  Both vehicles are 

from Woody Folsom Automotive, Inc..  One is a 2023 Chevrolet Camaro in the amount of 

$52,831.57 and the other is a 2022 Chevrolet Silverado 4X4 in the amount of $65,877.00.  Both 

vehicles will have to be equipped with the additional lights, radio etc. which will be from 

McLaggan Communications & Radar Service, Inc. with an estimated cost of $10,876.00 each.  

The urgency of the purchase is that it is very hard to find vehicles on the lot and dealerships will 

not hold the vehicles.  Commissioner Pixie Harrod made a motion to approve the purchases from 

Wood Folsom Automobile, Inc. and McLaggan Communications & Radar Service, Inc., 

seconded by Commissioner Ronnie Gaskins.  The motion carried unanimously.  Sheriff Paulk 

stated they have one truck that can be passed on to the Road Department now and when they find 

more vehicles they will pass them on to the Road Department.  The board asked the Sheriff to 

continue to look for vehicles and let us know if he finds any on the lots. The Board voted at the 

September 6, 2022 meeting to proceed with a new application for a USDA Grant but at this time 

the board does not want to proceed with the USDA Grant as we will be funding the Sheriff 

vehicles another way.  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

ADJOURN 

With no other business to come before the Board, Commissioner Pixie Harrod made the motion to 

adjourn, which was seconded by Commissioner Ronnie Gaskins.    Meeting was adjourned at 9:37 

A.M. 

 

 

______ABSENT__________________  ________________________________ 

Chairman, Robert Griner    Vice Chairman, John Nugent 

 

 

___________________ ____________  ________________________________ 

Commissioner, Pixie Harrod    Commissioner, Ronnie Gaskins 

 

 

_______ABSENT_________________          ATTEST________________________ 

Commissioner, Jimmy Parker                                 County Clerk 


