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REGULAR SESSION MEETING 

 BERRIEN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 3, 2019 

6:00 P.M. 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Chairman, Pixie Harrod called the regular session meeting of the Berrien County Board of 

Commissioners to order on Tuesday, September 3, 2019, at 6:00 p.m.   Members of the Board of 

Commissioners present were, Jimmy Parker, John Nugent, Ronnie Gaskins and Robert Griner. 

 

Invocation:  Commissioner Jimmy Parker 

Pledge:  Commissioner Ronnie Gaskins 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Commissioner Jimmy Parker made the motion to approve the 

August 6, 2019 Regular Session Minutes, seconded by Commissioner Robert Griner.   The 

motion carried unanimously.   

 

 A. SPECIAL EXCEPTION – VERIZON WIRELESS 190’ MONOPOLE 

TROY OWEN RD. – NELLIE VICKERS PROPERTY - Administration received a request 

from the Planning Commission to approve a Special Exception to place a 190’ (194’ with light 

rod) monopole on the Nellie Pate Vickers property located off Troy Owens Rd.  FAA Notice is 

not required for this height.  MAFD Representative Timothy C. Wells Sr., GS-12, DAF stated 

that the location and height will not hinder MAFD operations within our County.  Commissioner 

Ronnie Gaskins made a motion to approve the Special Exception, seconded by Commissioner 

Robert Griner.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 B. AIRPORT - Administration is requesting the Board to give direction on 

conditions at the airport.  Three Options are provided Option 1 being the most practical.  County 

Administration presented the three options.  Commissioner Robert Griner made a motion to 

approve Option 1, seconded by Commissioner Jimmy Parker.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 C. DRUG TESTING SUPPLIES – DRUG COURT - Administration received a 

request to purchase drug testing supplies.  They order these online from Siemens Healthcare 

Diagnostics Web Shop.  The total amount is $6,856.00.  Commissioner John Nugent made a 

motion to approve, seconded by Commissioner Ronnie Gaskins.  The motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

 D. BOARD APPOINTMENT – PLANNING COMMISSION - Administration 

received a request from Amanda Thacker, Planning Commission, stating two board 

appointments expired.  Mr. David Shepard is willing to serve another term which will expire 

September 2022.  The City of Ray City’s appointment expired and the Planning Commission 

will have a recommendation after the City of Ray City’s meeting.  Commissioner Ronnie 

Gaskins made a motion to appoint David Shepard to the Planning Commissioner Board for the 

term ending September 2022, seconded by Commissioner Jimmy Parker.  The motion carried 

unanimously. 
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 E. A/C Maintenance Agreement – Administration Building – We received a 

quote from Trane with three options.  Chris West and Tony Cerrone were present to answer 

questions and go over the proposal.  We received a proposal from Ray & Sons Heating and Air 

Conditioning.  Gregg Ray was present to present that proposal ad answer questions.  

Commissioner Jimmy Parker made a motion to table the item until next month so they have time 

to review the proposals, seconded by Commissioner John Nugent.  The motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

 F. PHONE SYSTEM – ADMINISTRATION BUILDING - Administration is 

requesting the Board approve a new phone system.  The system we have cannot be repaired.  

Three quotes are provided as follows: 

QUOTES: Windstream - $2,400.00 installation charge .  Reoccurring charge of $3,036.33  

  monthly; this includes all phone, fax and internet fees.  We are currently paying  

  $3,354.53 now. 

 

  PlantTel – Installation Charge of $950.00 plus phone cost of $17,909.10, plus  

  monthly phone/internet charges through Windstream. 

 

  PlantTel – Phone Cost $39,673.97 

 

  Southern Telephone System - $1,000.00 Installation Charge, monthly phone  

  charges $745.00; phone system $62,806.60; plus fax and internet charges through  

  Windstream. 

 

County Administrator, Brenda Ferrell, stated that Windstream will pull fiber into the building.  

Commissioner Jimmy Parker made a motion to approve he Windstream proposal, seconded by 

Commissioner Robert Griner.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 G. FY 2019 TIA PROJECT – NOTICE OF AWARD - Administration is 

requesting the Board approve the Notice of Award for the FY 2019 TIA Project.  We received 

two bids with the lower bid received from The Scruggs Company in the amount of $ 

3,598,234.66.  Watkins & Associates, LLC is recommending the award go to The Scruggs 

Company.    Commissioner Robert Griner made a motion to approve the award to The Scruggs 

Company and approve County Administrator, Brenda Ferrell, to execute documents, seconded 

by Commissioner Jimmy Parker.  The motion carried unanimously.   

 

  H. EQUIPMENT ACQUISITION – EXTENSION OFFICE - Administration 

received a request from Patrick Willis to purchase a new commercial refrigerator for the 

Extension Office.  Three quotes were provided as follows: 

 

 QUOTES: Baker’s Distribution    $2,920.73 

   Home Depot     $2,154.00 

   Central Restaurant Products   $2,073.09 

 

Commissioner Robert Griner made a motion to approve the purchase from Home Depot in the 

amount of $2,154.00, seconded by Commissioner Jimmy Parker.  The motion  carried 

unanimously. 
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 I. Ratification Items - Administration is requesting ratification on the following 

items:  Ray & Son Heating & Air Conditioning (Jail)  $7,577.00 

  Valdosta Winsupply (Jail)     $1,090.00 

  Southern Motors (Sheriff)      $25,703.00 

  Nashville Tractor Valdosta (Road)    $2,521.30 

  

Commissioner Jimmy Parker made a motion to ratify the items presented, seconded by 

Commissioner Ronnie Gaskins.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES AND DEPARTMENTS:  None 

 

COMMISSIONERS’ ITEMS:  None 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS:  None 

 

COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR COMMENTS: 

Brenda Ferrell –  

•  Southern GA Regional Commission’s Annual Area Officials Appreciation Evening at 

Dinnerman’s Farm is October 23, 2019.  Please let me know if you plan on attending so I 

can RSVP. 

• We have to vehicles that need to be declared as surplus: 

2008 Dodge Charger – Vin # 1C6RR75T1KS502088 

1998 Chevrolet – VIN# 1GCEK19R0WE12733 

Commissioner Robert Griner made a motion to surplus both vehicles, seconded by 

Commissioner Jimmy Parker.  The motion carried unanimously. 

• County Administrator, Brenda Ferrell, stated that Quality Health of Fernandina evacuated 

due to Hurricane Dorian.  Volunteer firefighters were essential in unloaded equipment 

and patients.  Daryl Lancaster and Angie Rutland were assisting also.  The Sheriff 

provided an inmate crew who cleaned and unloaded equipment before the patients 

arrived.  It was an effort by many people who chose to get involved and Berrien County 

should be proud.  She would like to see the Board do an appreciation dinner for the 

volunteer firefighters.  The board liked the idea and said to move forward with getting 

something in place. 

 
ADJOURN 

With no other business to come before the Board, Commissioner Jimmy Parker made the motion 

to adjourn, which was seconded by Commissioner John Nugent.    Meeting was adjourned at 

6:36 p.m.   
 

_______________________________   ________________________________ 

Chairman, Pixie Harrod     Commissioner, John Nugent 

 

 

_______________________________   ________________________________ 

Commissioner, Jimmy Parker    Commissioner, Robert Griner 

 

 

______________ _________________           ATTEST________________________ 

Commissioner, Ronnie Gaskins                        County Clerk 


