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REGULAR SESSION MEETING 

 BERRIEN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 6, 2022 

6:00 P.M. 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Chairman, Robert Griner, called the regular session meeting of the Berrien County Board of 

Commissioners to order on Tuesday, September 6, 2022, at 6:02 p.m.   Members of the Board of 

Commissioners present were Commissioners Pixie Harrod, Ronnie Gaskin, Jimmy Parker and  

John Nugent. 

 

Invocation:  Chairman Jimmy Parker 

Pledge:  Commissioner Ronnie Gaskins 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Commissioner Jimmy Parker made a motion to approve the 

August 2, 2022  Regular Session Minutes and the August 15, 2022 Special Called Meeting 

Minutes, seconded by Commissioner Ronnie Gaskins.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING: Special Exception – Rural Home Occupancy – Gunsmith – Robert “Bob” 

Jones – Commissioner Ronnie Gaskins made a motion to move into Public Hearing at 6:03 p.m., 

seconded by Commissioner Pixie Harrod.  The motion carried unanimously. Chairman Griner 

asked if anyone would like to speak in reference to the Special Exception.  Mr. Robert Jones 

stated he has done gunsmithing as a hobby for years and would like to make it commercial now.  

He would be using his existing property which is zoned agricultural.  AFT  has been out to his 

property for a sight visit.  He states that that none of his neighbors have a problem with it.  It has 

gone before the Planning Commission with proper notifications given according to code and 

Notice of Public Hearing published in the Berrien Press.  The have been no complaints against it 

and the Planning Commission is recommending approval of the special exception.  No one was 

present that spoke against the Special Exception.  Commissioner Ronnie Gaskins made a motion 

to go out of Public Hearing and into Regular Session at 6:07 p.m., seconded by Commissioner 

Jimmy Parker.  The motion carried unanimously.  Chairman asked the board of they would like 

to entertain a motion and take care of this item at this time.  Commissioner Ronnie Gaskins made 

a motion to approve the Special Exception, seconded by Commissioner John Nugent.  The 

motion carried unanimously.   

 

INVITED GUESTS:  - James Sirmans, GA Forestry Commission – Mr. Sirmans distributed the 

annual GA Forestry Report for Berrien County.  The Board thanked Mr. Sirmans for all their 

work and support.  

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

A. STATE FISCAL RECOVERY FUND – GRANT ADMINISTRATION – 

WATKINS & ASSOCIATES – Administration is requesting the board approve the agreement 

with Watkins & Associates for grant administration of the state fiscal recovery funds.  This will 

include ARPA Funds and the Broadband Grant.  County Administrator stated we are still 

working some things out in the contract  and working with legal counsel and requests that this 

item be tabled.  Commissioner Pixie Harrod made a motion to table this item, seconded by 

Commissioner Jimmy Parker.  The motion carried unanimously. 
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B. SPECIAL EXCEPTION – RURAL HOME OCCUPANCY – GUNSMITH – 

ROBERT “BOB” JONES - Administration received a request from the Planning Commission 

where an application was submitted for a Special Exception for a rural home occupancy, 

gunsmith from Robert Jones located at 323 Ray’s Millpond Road in Ray City.  Commissioner 

Ronnie Gaskins made a motion to approve the special exception, seconded by Commissioner 

John Nugent.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

C. A/C REPLACEMENT – NASHVILLE EMS - Administration received a 

request from Building Maintenance, Rodney Stone, to replace the A/C Unit at the Nashville 

EMS building.  The unit is currently working but there are issues with it.  He provided two 

quotes:    Ray & Son Heating & Air Conditioning $6,082.00 and West Heating & Air $5,400.00.  

This unit is running but not sure how long it will last.  Commissioner Pixie Harrod made a 

motion to table this item, seconded by Commissioner Jimmy Parker.  The motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

D. BOARD APPOINTMENT – AGING ADVISORY COUNCIL – 

Administration received the request to reappoint Ms. Elizabeth Moore to the Aging Advisory 

Council for a term which will expire June 2025.  Commissioner Jimmy Parker made a motion to 

reappoint Ms. Elizabeth Moore for the term ending June 2025, seconded by Commissioner Pixie 

Harrod.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

E. COMPUTER ACQUISITION – TAX ASSESSOR – Administration received a 

request from Chief Appraiser, Greg Nimmo, to replace a computer in the Tax Assessor Office.  

The computer Greg uses was built in 2013 and is not operating like it should and needs to be 

replaced.  Virtual Guru provided three options.  Greg stated he likes Option 1 the best but Option 

2 is what he is requesting due to this budget.  Commissioner Pixie Harrod made a motion to 

purchase the Option 1 computer from Virtual Guru in the amount of $2,094.68, seconded by 

Commissioner Jimmy Parker.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

F. USDA VEHICLE GRANT – SHERIFF – Administration received a request 

from the Sheriff start the USDA grant process for three patrol vehicles.  Commissioner Pixie 

Harrod made a motion to approve, seconded by Commissioner Jimmy Parker.  The motion 

carried unanimously.   

 

G. EQUIPMENT REPAIR – SHOP – Administration received a request from the 

Shop to repair the lift.  The cost of four cylinders is $5,744.00.  They provided one quote from 

Panzitta.  There was no one else that could provide the part.  Commissioner Pixie Harrod made a 

motion to approve, seconded by Commissioner Jimmy Parker.  The motion carried unanimously.   

 

H. EQUIPMENT ACQUISITION – AIRPORT – Administration received a 

request from the Airport Authority Board to purchase an additional hose reel.  This is something 

Chaparral requested and one of the items they need in order to start purchasing fuel from our 

airport.  One quote was provided from L&T who does the maintenance on the airport.  There are 

very few vendors who supply for airports and this is the closest one to us.  Commissioner Ronnie 

Gaskins made a motion to table this item, seconded by Commissioner Pixie Harrod.  The motion 

carried unanimously. 

 

 

 



 

 

Regular Session Minutes 3 September 6, 2022 

    

I. FY 2021-2022 BUDGET AMENDMENT RESOLUTION – Administration is 

 requesting the Board approve the FY 2021-2022 Budget Amendment Resolution as presented.  

This needs to be approved to close out the fiscal year.  Commissioner Jimmy Parker made a motion 

to approve, seconded by Commissioner Ronnie Gaskins.  The motion carried unanimously.   

 

 J. BUDGET APPROVAL – BROADBAND GRANT – Administration received a 

request from Windstream with the Broadband Grant Budget.  Administration is asking the board 

to approve the budget as presented and to submit it.  Commissioner Pixie Harrod made a motion 

to approve the budget, seconded by Commissioner Jimmy Parker.  The motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

 K. TIRE ACQUISITION – ROAD – Administration received a request from Ben 

Warren, Public Works Director, to purchase eight drive tires.  They provided two quotes and is 

requesting approval of the lower quote from Best Drive in the amount of $1,431.84.  

Commissioner Jimmy Parker made a motion to approve the purchase from Best Drive in the 

amount of $1,431.84, seconded by Commissioner Ronnie Gaskins.  The motion carried 

unanimously.  

 

 L. RATIFICATION ITEMS – Administration is requesting ratification on the 

following items: 

 

  Yancey Brothers – Road    $1,155.20 

  Fire Safety – Road     $1,253.50 

  Southeastern Tire – Jail    $1,277.76 

  Tri-State – Jail      $1,260.27 

 

Commissioner Pixie Harrod made a motion to ratify the purchases as stated, seconded by 

Commissioner Jimmy Parker.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES AND DEPARTMENTS:  None 

 

COMMISSIONERS’ ITEMS:    

Ronnie Gaskins –  

• Attended the Legislative Committee Meetings – The Home Rule was discussed; contracts 

with Tax Commissioners who collected for cities; LMIG Projects and the percentage 

counties receive.  Legislative Counsel is requesting that 15% be distributed to counties 

for LMIG; truck weight limits was another item of discussion. 

Robert Griner –  

• Thanked the Sheriff for all they do and the recent drug bust.   

• Complimented the Road Department on the work they are doing and all the rain we have 

had. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS:   

Emily Fulp –  

• Asked the Board what their decision is on all the shooting from Flatcreek Precision Rifle.  

Chairman Griner stated that the County followed the procedures; held the required public 

hearings, posting, etc. and no on opposed at the Public Hearing.  Mr. Barnes located another 

site to use for shooting but will have to still use the current location some.  Ms. Fulp 

questioned the GA Law and it stating you have to be 300 feet from a residence.  



 

 

Regular Session Minutes 4 September 6, 2022 

    

Commissioner Gaskins stated that the reported shots during the month of August were not 

all from him.  Ms. Fulp stated if he shot a time or two it would not bother her.  

Commissioner Harrod stated he wanted to clarify that the money received by Mr. Barnes 

was an RLF Loan for businesses.  The County did not give him money.  He did a loan 

through the RLF Fund.  No tax payers’ dollars are involved.  This is no different than any 

other RLF Loan that has been done. 

 

COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR COMMENTS:   

Brenda Ferrell –  

•  Received a request from the South Health District to place signs at the Courthouse 

Building for HIV Awareness.  Commissioner Pixie Harrod made a motion to approve, 

seconded by Commissioner Jimmy Parker.  The motion carried unanimously. 

• Firefighter Certification Class – Minimum cost would be $1,400.00.  Cost is based on how 

many attend the class.  Commissioner Ronnie Gaskins made a motion to approve, seconded 

by Commissioner Jimmy Parker.  The motion carried unanimously.   

• Was asked to be thinking about hospital permitting fees for the expansion to be waived.  

Not asking at this time but to be thinking about it.  No action taken. 

• Air Medic is basically an insurance plan if you or anyone in your household had to be life 

flighted this covers the cost.  The cost is $85.00 which covers anyone in your family, $ 

65.00 if you are a senior.  The cost is paid by the county and then payroll deducted.  County 

Administrator asked that if the board chooses to offer this to please consider doing the 

payroll deduction for only two weeks.  Commissioner Pixie Harrod made a motion to 

approve, seconded by Commissioner Jimmy Parker.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION:  Commissioner Jimmy Parker made a motion to move into Executive 

Session for personnel at 6:41 p.m., seconded by Commissioner Pixie Harrod.  Commissioner 

Jimmy Parker made a motion to move out of Executive Session and into Regular Session at 7:03 

p.m., seconded by Commissioner Pixie Harrod.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

ADJOURN 

With no other business to come before the Board, Commissioner Jimmy Parker made the motion 

to adjourn, which was seconded by Commissioner Pixie Harrod.    Meeting was adjourned at 7:04 

p.m.   

 

_______________________________  ________________________________ 

Chairman, Robert Griner    Commissioner, Ronnie Gaskins 

 

 

_______________________________  ________________ ________________ 

Commissioner, Pixie Harrod    Commissioner, Jimmy Parker 

 

 

________________________________          ATTEST:________________________ 

Commissioner, John Nugent                                    County Clerk 


