
Special Called Meeting Minutes 1 January 23, 2017

SPECIAL CALLED MEETING
BERRIEN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

TUESDAY, JANUARY 23, 2017
10:00 A.M.

CALL TO ORDER

Chairman, John Nugent called the special called meeting of the Berrien County Board of Commissioners
to order on Tuesday, January 23, 2017, at 10:00 a.m. Members of the Board of Commissioners present
were, Commissioners Jimmy Parker, Robert Griner, Doc Sumner and Pixie Harrod.

NEW BUSINESS:
A. Fire Truck Repair – Nashville – Administration received a request from Buck Warren, to

repair the pump on their Forestry Truck.  The quote received from Georgia Forestry Commission is
$16,000.00.  Buck Warren feels that we can back out $6,500.00 of the expense because the truck will not
need to be refurbished.  A more realistic quote is between $10,000.00 and $11,000.00 but no more than
$16,000.00.  Commissioner Robert Griner asked for Commissioner Pixie Harrod’s opinion since he does
that type of work.  Commissioner Harrod stated that this is something that has to be repaired.  He spoke
with Buck Warren and also feels that the cost will be less than the $16,000.00 quote.  He said this is their
water supply and we need to do this.  Commissioner Doc Sumner made the motion to repair this truck
using Georgia Forestry Commission in the amount of $16,000.00, seconded by Commissioner Jimmy
Parker.  The motion carried unanimously.

B. 2017 LMIG Project – Administration received a call from Shannon Bradford, GDOT,
asking about our 2017 LMIG Project Application.  We are receiving a total of $686,181.05 and there is a
30% match with that which is $205,854.32.  County Administrator distributed to the Board last year’s
project as well as a spreadsheet which shows roads we have discussed in the past that needs resurfacing.
After review and discussion between the board and Public Works Director, Ben Warren, a motion was
made.  Commissioner Robert Griner made a motion to approve 1.8 miles on the Nashville-Enigma
Highway (points that will connect what has already been resurfaced), 1.7 miles on the W. Lenox Rd., 1
mile on Barnes Chapel Rd, 1 mile on Giddens Road (the two worse spots), 1.5 miles on Turner Church
Rd (intersection to Barnes Chapel), and 1 mile on Allenville Rd. (from bridge to Garner Rd.), seconded
by Commissioner Pixie Harrod.  The motion carried unanimously.

C. County Attorney Expectations – Discussion – County Attorney, Mark Perry, requested a
meeting with the Board of Commissioners to discuss expectations. Brenda Ferrell read an email received
from former county attorney.  The email basically stated that it was a pleasure working with Berrien
County and will make the transition as smooth as possible. Commissioner Robert Griner stated that there
has been a lot of concern about making a change.  He asked that County Attorney, Mark Perry, fill the
Board in on the discussion with former county attorney and what has transpired to ensure nothing will fall
through the cracks.  Mark Perry stated that he, Jennifer Herzog and Brenda Ferrell had a conference call
on the pending cases as well as any potential litigation.  He stated that Brenda Ferrell provided to him a
list of all cases and potential cases, insurance pending, etc and basically we went through that list one by
one and discussed.  Brenda Ferrell has provided me copies of case files that she has and I will be
reviewing those.  Any files that are assigned with outside attorneys or insurance claims assigned to
another office will continue to go through those offices.  I will reach out to them and let them know that I
am here for assistance if needed.  Mark Perry said that former county attorney made him feel comfortable
that nothing is on fire.  He is not concerned about anything falling through the crack.  Mark  Perry asked
the Board if they have anything they want to ask him.  Commissioner Robert Griner asked Mark Perry if
he is familiar with the Sunshine Laws and asked that he keeps the board straight on those laws.
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Commissioner Jimmy Parker asked if he feels it would benefit him to come to the work session for the
next six months so he gets up to speed on things.  Mark said he would love to do that.  Mark Perry asked
how much beyond the Commission Board will he be called upon for support. Most of the time support
requests will come through the Commissioner’s Office.  Brenda Ferrell is the point of contact.  Mark
Perry asked if there are any specific requests or expectations. The Board has no other specific requests
that have not already been addressed.  Commissioner Robert Griner asked if he knew if we could bring
items up that are not on the agenda during a special called meeting. It is of the opinion that items can be
discussed under a Commissioner’s topic but no action taken if it is not listed on the agenda.
Commissioner Doc Sumner made a motion to pay Mark Perry $150.00 per hour, seconded by
Commissioner Jimmy Parker.  The motion carried unanimously.

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES AND DEPARTMENTS: Public Works Director, Ben Warren,
gave an update on working the storm and damage by the tornados.  Several throughout the community has
volunteered equipment and offered assistance.

Mayor Gulley, Ray City Mayor, thanked the board for any help they gave in getting food donated.
Kentucky Fried Chicken and O’Neals provided food. Commissioner Robert Griner stated the Kentucky
Fried Chicken contacted him and wanted to help. Ben Warren stated that the road crew received food
from Dominos.  Ben Warren also stated that the pads for the fire station additions are completed.

COMMISSIONER’S ITEMS:
John Nugent –

 Stated that he discussed with County Administrator, Brenda Ferrell, about resigning as Fire
Coordinator.  He called the Chiefs with each station and asked if Bob Mikell would be a good
candidate for the position.  He talked with everyone other than New Lois and he could not get a
hold of them.

Robert  Griner –
 Commissioner Griner stated that Clinton Ray has offered to buy approximately 1.5 acres out by

the old land fill off Garner Road.  This would be to square up his pecan rows.  According to Greg
Nimmo, the value should be $1,724.35.   Commissioner Griner requests this be put on the agenda
next month.

PUBLIC COMMENTS:
Judge Beth Carter –

 Judge Carter addressed the board seeking an additional clerk.  She explained that due to the case
load she is having to close her office.  This creates a problem to the citizens because there are
answers that have to be filed within a certain time frame.  If I close my office, then sometimes
they cannot get their items filed.  Judge Carter stated that it is her understanding that the position
would start at $9.50 and go to $10.00/hour after 90 days.  Commissioner Robert Griner made a
motion to all Judge  Carter to hire an additional clerk, seconded by Commissioner Jimmy Parker.
The motion carried unanimously.

COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR COMMENTS:
Brenda Ferrell –

 Steve Edwards with Advanced Disposal offered assistance if we need anything for the storm
cleanup.

 Distributed a Gas Line Survey from the City of Nashville.
 ACCG Annual Conference in Savannah is April 28 through May 1st.  If anyone wants to go, we

need to book the Hotel quick as well as any classes.
 Chamber Banquet is January 31st at 6:00 at Camp Tygart.
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 Building Inspections for Ray City – is it ok to have Dennis Adams complete those since we
agreed upon it while we are working on the Intergovernmental Agreement.  The Board said
Dennis Adams can do those.

ADJOURN
With no other business to come before the Board, Commissioner Robert Griner made the motion to
adjourn, which was seconded by Commissioner Jimmy Parker. Meeting was adjourned at 11:15 a.m.

_______________________________ ________________________________
Chairman, John Nugent Vice Chairman, Doc Sumner

_______________________________ ________________________________
Commissioner, Jimmy Parker Commissioner, Robert Griner

_______________________________ ATTEST________________________
Commissioner, Pixie Harrod County Clerk


