
Regular Session Minutes 1 February 14, 2017

REGULAR SESSION MEETING
BERRIEN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 2017
6:00 P.M.

CALL TO ORDER

Chairman, John Nugent called the regular session meeting of the Berrien County Board of
Commissioners to order on Tuesday, February 14, 2017, at 6:00 p.m. Members of the Board of
Commissioners present were, Commissioners Jimmy Parker, Robert Griner, Doc Sumner and Pixie
Harrod.

Invocation:  Ben Warren
Pledge: Commissioner Jimmy Parker

Approval of Minutes: Commissioner Doc Sumner made the motion to approve the January 10, 2017
Regular Session Minutes, the January 23, 2017 Special Called Meeting Minutes  and the February 7, 2017
Work Session Minutes, seconded by Commissioner Jimmy Parker. The motion carried unanimously.

Invited Guests: Pat Ashley, Meeks CPA – Mr. Ashley gave an overview of the FYE 2016 Audit.  He
pointed out several key items within the audit and stated that for the first time the County has a positive
Fund Balance of $141,323.00.  Over the last several years the County has had a surplus within the budget
but this is the first time with a positive Fund Balance.  Commissioner Robert Griner thanked the past and
present Board for their hard work. It has taken a long time to get here.

Additions to Agenda: Commissioner Jimmy Parker made the motion to add Items L-N to the
agenda, seconded by Commissioner Robert Griner. The motion carried unanimously.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
A. Intergovernmental Agreement with Ray City/Berrien County for Building Inspections –

Administration received a request from Mayor Gulley from the City of Ray City requesting the County
complete building inspections for them. The County will be doing the zoning and building inspections
and will collected 100% of the fines.  Commissioner Jimmy Parker made the motion to approve the
Intergovernmental Agreement, seconded by Commissioner Robert Griner.  The motion carried
unanimously.

NEW BUSINESS:
A. Building Improvement – Jail – Administration received a request from Sheriff Ray Paulk

and Jail Administrator Junior Addison to purchase four stainless steel tables.  This is an item that has been
requested the last several years during budget process. They provided three quotes. They are requesting
to purchase the tables through BobBarker in the amount of $13,485.00. Commissioner Robert Griner
made the motion to purchase 4 stainless steel tables through BobBaker in the amount of $13,485.00,
seconded by Commissioner Jimmy Parker.  The motion carried unanimously.

B. Fines & Fees – Animal Control – Administration received a request from Jessica Stone,
Animal Control Officer, to implement some fines and fees for animal control.   During the work session
Mr. Ronnie Gaskins also provided fines & fees very similar to what Jessica Stone provided.  The Board
suggested approving those.  County Attorney created an Ordinance for execution.  Commissioner Robert
Griner made a motion to approve the Ordinance for Animal  Control Fines & Fees, seconded by
Commissioner Jimmy Parker.  The motion carried unanimously.

C. Baseball/Softball Equipment Acquisition – Recreation – Administration received a
request from King Bridges, Recreation Director, to purchase baseball and softball equipment. Three
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quotes are provided.  They are requesting the purchase be made through R & S Sports out of Valdosta.
Quotes were received from:  R&S Sports $4,314.45, The Sport Shop $4,286.20 and BSN Sports
$3,791.00.  Commissioner Pixie Harrod made the motion to approve the baseball/softball equipment
purchase from R&S Sports in the amount of $4,314.45, seconded by Commissioner Jimmy Parker  .  The
motion carried unanimously.

D. Equipment Acquisition – Administration received a request from King Bridges,
Recreation Director, to purchase a new mower.  We have one quote from Nashville Tractor on four
different mowers.  They are requesting to purchase the Kubota 725, 60 inch, 25 hp Kohler for $6,750.00.
That is with the trade-in of $1,000.00. Quotes were:

Kubota 725 60inch 25 hp Kohler $6,750.00
Scag 61 inch 29 hp Kohler $7,924.75
Bad Boy 61 inch 27 hp Kawasaki $6,699.00
Bad Boy 61 inch Standard 25 hp Kohler $5,637.00

Commissioner Pixie Harrod made a motion to purchase the Kubota 725, 60inch, 25 hp Kohler in the
amount of $6,750.00 from Nashville Tractor, seconded by Commissioner Doc Sumner.  The motion
carried unanimously.

E. Probation Services Agreement – Administration received a request from Judge Howard
McClain to enter into an Agreement with A D Probations Services, Inc. for the purpose of providing
private probation to the Berrien County Superior Court. Commissioner Pixie Harrod made a motion to
approve the Probation Services Agreement with A D Probations Services, Inc., seconded by
Commissioner Robert Griner.  The motion carried unanimously.

F. Disaster Agreement – Health Department – Administration received a request from the
Health Department requesting the County allow the use of a refrigerator and freezer located in the #-911
building in case of an emergency and power outage.  The agreement releases all liability for the Health
Department’s drugs and vaccines.  This is an annual agreement that we started last  year. Commissioner
Jimmy Parker made a motion to approve the Disaster Agreement with Berrien County Health
Department, seconded by Commissioner Doc Sumner.  The motion carried unanimously.

G. Mowing Contract – Administration received notice from the Town of Alapaha that we
need to start mowing the EMS Building in Alapaha.  I contacted Brad Warren to get a price to add this to
his current contract.  He would like to propose to the board that there will be no increase in price if the
board will renew his contract for another two years at the end of the current contract.  His contract
currently expires in July 2018. Chairman John Nugent said this is something we need to do.
Commissioner Robert Griner made a motion to approve a two year extension on the mowing contract
which will now expire July 2020, seconded by Commissioner Pixie Harrod.  The motion carried
unanimously.

H. Fire Coordinator Appointment – Administration received a request from Chairman
Nugent to open the floor for discussion on appointing a new Fire Coordinator. Chairman Nugent resigned
from being the Fire Coordinator. Chairman Nugent is suggested Bob Mikell as the new Fire
Coordinator. There were no other names brought forward.  Commissioner Doc Sumner made the motion
to appoint Bob Mikell as the Fire Coordinator, seconded by Commissioner Jimmy Parker.  The motion
carried unanimously.

I. Board Appointments – Elections – Commissioner Doc Sumner stated during work
session that Morris Sumner and Benjamin Lindsey declined the appointment to the Elections Board.  Mr.
Elliott Garner asked the Board if they would take into consideration the reappointments of Carla Parrish
and Sandra Vaughn.   Commissioner Robert Griner made the motion to reappoint Carla Parrish and
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Sandra Vaughn to the elections board for the period June 2016 through June 2020, seconded by
Commissioner Jimmy Parker.  The motion carried unanimously.

J. Discussion Items –

Code Red – Angie Rutland, E-911/EMA Director stated that she was able to get some information from
Lanier County on their Code Red.  She contacted Code Red to verify rates for a mass notification and
weather alert system.  She was told if we wanted Code Red, they would give us the weather warnings
until July 1st free.  After that it will be $5,000.00 annually for just the weather warnings, not watches.
Everyone would have to take the initiative to register. Commissioner Harrod said this is less than
$500.00 per month to keep the citizens in Berrien County safe. Chairman John Nugent said the City has
looked into something similar to this.  Walt Stewart commented on the system the City  has looked into.
The County cost for that system will be about $20,000.00 but includes sirens for the city.  There is a
possible grant available to help with that. Ben Warren asked where the sirens are going to be located.  Is
there going to be sirens throughout the county.  Chairman Nugent said the sirens will be in the city.
Commissioner Harrod asked who is going to take the bulk of this project.  Walt Stewart said well this is
coming through the 911 center. We will continue to gather information to figure out what is best for
Berrien County.

Animal Control Roof – Commissioner Robert Griner received a quote of $6,200.00 from M. J.
Construction for putting on a new roof at the animal shelter.  Commissioner Griner also stated that Greg
Weaver just removed a metal roof for someone who just wanted to change the color.  He said the metal is
good and he is willing to donate it.  We would have to be responsible for wood damage and fascia.
Commissioner Griner also stated that the little storage building out front just needs to be torn down.  We
need to put a new one there, Commissioner Jimmy Parker made a motion to have Greg Weaver put the
new roof on and have his worker complete the fascia work, as well as purchase a storage building,
seconded by Commissioner Pixie Harrod.  The motion carried unanimously.

Automatic Generator Switches – Commissioner Pixie Harrod said we do not need to discuss at this time.
The Board was in agreement.

K. Ratification Items – Administration asked the board to ratify the following purchases:

Dixie Sales & Graphics (Basketball) $2,957.50
Bradford Machine Shop-Jail (price difference of $250.00) $2,190.00

(Original quote $1,940.00)
Georgia Forestry (Nashville Truck–price difference of $5,654.00) $21,654.00

(Original quote $16,000.00)
Southeast Culvert (Pipe) $4,939.16
Cox (Road Dept. Truck Repair) $1,250.00
Mike Burch Ford (Ambulance Repair) $1,220.95
Fausett – (Stock Oil) $2,015.00
Quadmed – Trauma Grant $1,229.95
Teleflex – Trauma Grant $1,200.00
Martin Motors (Sheriff Deputy Car Repair $1,134.00
Southeast Culvert (Pipe) $7,322.04
Iron Peddlers (2 swing cylinders – Road) $2,691.00
Yancey Brothers (Blades – Road) $1,325.00

Commissioner Jimmy Parker made the motion to ratify the items listed above, seconded by
Commissioner Robert Griner.  The motion carried unanimously.
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L. Constitutional Supplements – Administration was directed by the Board to put the
supplemental pay of constitutionals on the agenda.   The Affordable Health Care Act required insurance
benefits had to be the same for all employees.   Before the Affordable Health Care Act was approved,
Department Heads and Constitutionals received benefits for dependents at a 75% coverage rate.   As the
Board was trying to keep them whole due to the fact that basically a portion of their benefits were being
taken away they made a motion to pay existing constitutionals a $5,000.00 supplement .  This was not
for incoming constitutionals.  The purpose behind that was eventually cost would roll back out of the
budget.  We have three new constitutionals this year and this was requested to be on the agenda.
Commissioner Doc Sumner made a motion to approve the $5,000.00 supplement for all constitutionals,
seconded by Commissioner Robert Griner.  The motion carried unanimously.

M. Equipment Acquisition – Magistrate – Administration received a request from
Magistrate Judge, Beth Carter, to purchase a new computer for her new employee.  She received a bid
from Spectra Computing in the amount of $1,847.88.  Commissioner Doc Sumner made a motion to
purchase the computer from Spectra Computing in the amount of $1,847.88, seconded by
Commissioner Jimmy Parker.  The motion carried unanimously.

N. Coastal Plain Lease – Headstart Building – Administration is requesting the Board review
the Lease on the Headstart Building located at 204 Hazel Avenue.  This lease would be with Coastal Plain
for a 10 year term with no rent and Coastal Plain responsible for all maintenance and repairs to the
portion of the building they occupy.  Commissioner Pixie Harrod made a motion to approve the Lease
with Coastal Plain, seconded by Commissioner Robert Griner.  The motion carried unanimously.

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES AND DEPARTMENTS: None

COMMISSIONER’S ITEMS:
Jimmy Parker –

 Commissioner Parker stated that several departments want to give some raises.  During the
budget process would be the appropriate time to address the increases.

Robert Griner –
 Commissioner Griner said several have asked about waiving the timber tax on timber that was

forced to be harvested due to the tornado.  Attorney Mark Perry is going to check on the proper
procedure to do this.

PUBLIC COMMENTS: Nick Lacey – Continuing on working on the clock issue.  Rotary is working
with the Historical Committee on the placement of the sign which is important to the Rotary Club. He
brought up the reasons why the sign is important to Rotary.  The Rotary is ready to start working on the
clock and taking this project on. Commissioner Robert Griner stated he appreciates Rotary taking the
project on. Very good organization and appreciates what they are doing.

COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR COMMENTS:
Brenda Ferrell –

 Brenda Ferrell distributed a copy of the Grand Jury report to the Board
 There is a TSPLOST Round Table Meeting on Tuesday, February 28th at 10:00 at the Waycross

City Auditorium in Waycross, GA.  County Administrator stated we need to be present and to
please let her know if you can attend.
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ADJOURN
With no other business to come before the Board, Commissioner Jimmy Parker made the motion to
adjourn, which was seconded by Commissioner Robert Griner. Meeting was adjourned at 6:40 p.m.

_______________________________ ________________________________
Chairman, John Nugent Commissioner, Robert Griner

_______________________________ ________________________________
Commissioner, Jimmy Parker Commissioner, Pixie Harrod

_______________________________ ATTEST________________________
Commissioner, Doc Sumner County Clerk


