
Regular Session Minutes 1 March 14, 2017

REGULAR SESSION MEETING
BERRIEN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

TUESDAY, MARCH 14, 2017
6:00 P.M.

CALL TO ORDER

Chairman, John Nugent called the regular session meeting of the Berrien County Board of
Commissioners to order on Tuesday, March 14, 2017, at 6:04 p.m. Members of the Board of
Commissioners present were, Commissioners Jimmy Parker, Robert Griner, Doc Sumner and Pixie
Harrod.

Invocation:  Commissioner Jimmy Parker
Pledge:  Commissioner Doc Sumner

Approval of Minutes: Commissioner Doc Sumner made the motion to approve the February 14, 2017
Regular Session Minutes and the March 7, 2017 Work Session Minutes, seconded by Commissioner
Robert Griner. The motion carried unanimously.

Additions to Agenda: Commissioner Jimmy Parker made the motion to add Items M-Q to the
agenda, seconded by Commissioner Robert Griner. The motion carried unanimously.

Commissioner Jimmy Parker made a motion to amend the agenda and move Items N and Q to the top of
the agenda, seconded by Commissioner Pixie Harrod.

NEW BUSINESS:
A. Special Care Giver Application – Brenda Wolters – Administration received a request

from Amanda Thacker, Code Enforcement Office, requesting the Board approve a Special Care Giver
Application for Brenda Wolters.  The property is located at 233 Griner Cemetery Rd.  The Planning
Commission is recommending approval on this item. Commissioner Robert Griner made the motion to
approve the Special Care Giver Application for Brenda Wolters, seconded by Commissioner Doc
Sumner.  The motion carried unanimously.

B. Equipment Acquisition – Sheriff – Administration received a request from Sheriff
Paulk requesting to purchase 3 mobile antenna extenders (Pak-Rat).  This is a safety issue that we have
addressed in the past and these are the last three that will need to be purchased.  One quote was received
from McLaggan Communication & Radar Service in the amount of $1,890.00. Commissioner Jimmy
Parker made the motion to approve the purchase of three extenders from McLaggan Communication &
Radar Service in the amount of $1,890.00, seconded by Commissioner Robert Griner.  The motion carried
unanimously.

C. Vehicle Acquisition – Sheriff Dept. – Administration received a request from Sheriff
Paulk to purchase a new vehicle for road patrol . County Administrator stated the Sheriff would like to
have the board approve a budget amendment and move funds from his salary line for a position that has
not nor will be filled in this budget year to cover the cost of the vehicle.  Commissioner Robert Griner
made the motion to approve the purchase of the vehicle and equipment from Mike Burch Ford and
McLaggan Communication  & Radar Services for a total of $45,258.50 and to move funds to cover the
purchase, seconded by Commissioner Jimmy Parker.  The motion carried unanimously.

D. Aviation Fuels Contract – Administration is requesting the Board review the Aviation
Fuels Contract with Perry Brothers Aviation Fuels, LLC.  This is a five year contract beginning March 1,
2017 and then renews at 12 month intervals until either party gives a 90 day notice before the end of the
period. If the fuel cost is not paid in a six month period, then the County will have to pay the balance.
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Commissioner Robert Griner made a motion to approve the Aviation Fuels Contract, seconded by
Commissioner Pixie Harrod.  The motion carried unanimously.

E. TSPLOST Resolution – There are two resolutions, one agreeing to the forming of a
roundtable for TSPLOST and one opposing. Commissioner Pixie Harrod made a motion opposing the
TSPLOST, seconded by Commissioner Doc Sumner.  The motion carried unanimously.

F. Equipment Acquisition – EBFD – Administration received a request from East Berrien
Fire Department to purchase two pieces of equipment.  They are requesting to purchase a ventilation fan
and thermal imaging smart tool.  They have provided quotes for both pieces of equipment.  They are
requesting the items be purchased from Municipal Emergency Services for a total of $1,849.00.  The
thermal imaging smart tool is $349.00 and  the exhaust fan is $1,500.00.  James Watson came before the
board to present pictures and a little more information of two thermal units as was requested during work
session.  Commissioner Pixie Harrod made a motion to approve the purchase of the exhaust fan and the
thermal imaging camera from Municipal Emergency Services for a total of $1,849.00, seconded by
Commissioner Jimmy Parker.  The motion carried unanimously.

G. Drug & Alcohol Policy – Transit – Administration received a request from Danny
Saturday, Mids Transportation, Inc., requesting we update the Zero Tolerance Drug & Alcohol Testing
Policy. Commissioner Robert Griner made the motion to approve the Zero Tolerance Drug & Alcohol
Testing Policy, seconded by Commissioner Pixie Harrod.  The motion carried unanimously.

H. East Berrien Voting Precinct – Commissioner Doc Sumner requested this item be
placed on the agenda for discussion.  There was discussion during the work session.  No action was taken
on this item.

I. Hazard Mitigation Assistance Award - Administration received notification from GA
Emergency Management Agency Homeland Security that Governor Nathan Deal awarded a grant to
update the Berrien County Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan to meet the federal requirements
of the Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000.  The total approved cost is $24,000 with a federal share of
$18,000 and a local share of $6,000.00.  Administration is requesting the approval of the Hazard
Mitigation Program Recipient-Subrecipient Agreement. Commissioner Jimmy Parker made a motion to
approve the Hazard Mitigation Assistance Hazard Mitigation Assistance Award, Pre-Disaster Mitigation
Program Recipient-Subrecipient Agreement, seconded by Commissioner Robert Griner.  The motion
carried unanimously.

J. Board Appointment – Library - Administration received a request from Angi
Hughes, Manager at Carrie Dorsey Perry Memorial Library, requesting the appointment for the
unexpired term of Morris Sumner which expires June 30, 2017.  Two names were given for
consideration:  Judy Vickers and Sandra Vaughn.  Ms. Vaughn stated she would like to serve,
Ms. Vickers respectfully declined at this time.  Commissioner Doc Sumner stated that due to
people serving on more than one board he would nominate Amanda Thacker.  Commissioner
Doc Sumner made a motion to appoint Amanda Thacker to the Library Board to fill the
unexpired to of Morris Sumner which ends June 30, 2017, seconded by Commissioner Pixie
Harrod.  The motion carried unanimously.

K. Speed Zone Ordinance - Administration received a request from GDOT to
execute the Resolution of list of Roadways for Berrien County On-System. Commissioner
Robert Griner made a motion to approve the Resolution of list of Roadways for Berrien County
On-System, seconded by Commissioner Pixie Harrod.  The motion carried unanimously.
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L. Ratification Items – Administration requested the following items be ratified:

Brown Construction Company (Recreation) $2,150.00
Newman Signs, Inc. (Road) $1,754.39
Cowart Electric & Industrial Contractors, Inc.  (EMA) $4,009.70
Cherokee Culvert  (Road) $4,756.64
Cherokee Culvert (Road) $3,843.20
Fausett Oil (Road) $1,537.50
Cherokee Culvert (Road) $2,095.93

Commissioner Jimmy Parker made the motion to ratify the purchases as listed, seconded by
Commissioner Robert Griner.  The motion carried unanimously.

M. Historic Courthouse Building Preservation Plan – Administration received a
request from Mr. Nick Lacey to discuss a Historic Courthouse Building Preservation Plan.  He
requested the Berrien County staff prepare a written plan by April 28, 2017 for the preservation
of the Historic Courthouse Building.  Mr. Lacey addressed the Board with his requests.  County
Administrator, Brenda Ferrell, stated she contacted Michael Jacobs, Southern GA Regional
Commissioner, who is working on an estimate of what it would cost to have someone evaluate
the building.  Commissioner Parker stated that he does not know who will be able to help with
this plan, everyone has a job to do.  Commissioner Robert Griner stated he loves the courthouse
and likes the idea of fixing it. One of the big challenges when this was looked at years ago is the
were  the bricks are just crumbling.  This is going to be a tremendous cost.  Mr. Lacey reiterated
that this is a preservation not a restoration of the building.  Walt Stewart stated he spent about 30
hours working on the clock.  He said the roof is not leaking and the windows need to be fixed.
He also stated that the wiring for the clock really should be replaced at some point.  The board
thanked Walt Stewart for the work he did on  the clock.  Commissioner Jimmy Parker made a
motion to table this item until we receive information back from Southern GA Regional
Commissioner, seconded by Commissioner Pixie Harrod.  The motion carried unanimously.

N. Board Meetings – Administration received a request from Commissioner Doc
Sumner to go to one meeting a month.  Commissioner Robert Griner made a motion to table this
item, seconded by Commissioner Jimmy Parker.  The motion carried unanimously.

O. Call Out System – EMA – Administration is requesting the board review the
proposal received from ASC for a call out system.  This will provide for weather alerts and mass
notifications.  This is a 3-year contract with the first year costing $2,685.00 and the second and
third years will cost $3,950.00 each.  Chairman Nugent asked why would citizens just not add
the weather app to their phones. Commissioner Harrod said not all cell phones can get those
apps.  Commissioenr Pixie Harrod made a motion to purchase the ASC Call Out System for
$2,685.00 for the first year and $3,950.00 for the next two years, seconded by Commissioner
Doc Sumner.  The motion carried unanimously.

P. Surplus Property – Old Landfill – Administration received a request from Clinton
Ray to purchase 1.53 acres adjacent to the old landfill off of Garner Road.  This property would
need to be declared as surplus before being sold to Mr. Ray.  Commissioner Robert Griner
explained that Mr. Ray bought property years ago and he is trying to straighten his property line.
Commissioner Robert Griner made a motion to declare 1.53 acres at the old landfill off of Garner
Rd as surplus property, seconded by Commissioner Jimmy Parker.  The motion carried
unanimously.  Commissioner Robert Griner made a motion to sale 1.53 acres of the old landfill
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off of Garner Rd. to Clinton Ray at the price set by the Tax Commissioner, seconded by
Commissioner Jimmy Parker.  The motion carried unanimously.

Q. Resolution – BOE – Administration received a request from the BOE to execute a
Resolution providing for the levy and collection of an annual ad valorem tax to provide funds for
the payment of the principal of and interest on $4,000,000.00 in aggregate principal amount of
the Berrien County School Distict General Obligation (sales tax) bond, series 2017.  There were
a few changes made to the resolution since the work session.  Those changes are underlined on
the resolution in the agenda book.  Commissioner Robert Griner made a motion to approve the
Resolution, seconded by Commissioner Pixie Harrod.  The motion carried unanimously.

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES AND DEPARTMENTS: None

COMMISSIONER’S ITEMS:
Doc Sumner –

 Commissioner Sumner stated for the record that he never voted to close any precincts and never
will.  For the record, he was against it.

Robert Griner –
 Commissioner Robert stated he mis-spoke during the work session and stated that we voted on

the closure of the precincts.  We did speak about it and asked all offices to cut expenses.

PUBLIC COMMENTS: None

COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR COMMENTS:
Brenda Ferrell –

 Retreat is set for 9:00 am, Monday, April 10 at the Lodge.
 Once the fuel tanks are installed at the airport we will have to monitor them every day.  It was

suggested to have Dennis Adams and Rodney Stone be the ones responsible for the monitoring.
The board was in agreement.

 Administration received a Transit Funding Contract Amendment in the mail today.  The contract
was distributed to the Board for review.  Commissioner Robert Griner made a motion to approve
the Transit Funding Contract Amendment, seconded by Commissioner Jimmy Parker.  The
motion carried unanimously.

 Mr. Greenway from Open Door Church contacted me in reference to work on his property.  This
is really a Planning Commission and Code issue.  I am referring him to that department but
wanted the board to be aware in case they receive a call from him.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:  (Personnel)
Commissioner Robert Griner made a motion to move into executive session at 6:40 p.m., seconded by
Commissioner Doc Sumner. Commissioner Pixie Harrod made a motion to move out of executive
session and back into regular session at 6:54 p.m., seconded by Commissioner Doc Sumner.
(Commissioner Jimmy Parker had to leave during executive session)

Commissioner Pixie Harrod made a motion to approve temp employee pay for any Road Department
employee  as $12.00 per hour with no benefits, an increase of $.75 for Tanner Fender; an increase of
$2.00 an hour for Cory Gray; an increase of $1.00 per hour for Justin Gray and an increase of $.50 for
Pernell McCorvey, seconded by Commissioner Doc Sumner.  The motion carried unanimously.
(Commissioner Jimmy Parker absent)



Regular Session Minutes 5 March 14, 2017

ADJOURN
With no other business to come before the Board, Commissioner Robert Griner made the motion to
adjourn, which was seconded by Commissioner Pixie Harrod. Meeting was adjourned at 6.57 p.m.

_______________________________ ________________________________
Chairman, John Nugent Commissioner, Robert Griner

_______________________________ ________________________________
Commissioner, Jimmy Parker Commissioner, Pixie Harrod

_______________________________ ATTEST________________________
Commissioner, Doc Sumner County Clerk


