
Regular Session Minutes 1 April 11, 2017

REGULAR SESSION MEETING
BERRIEN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

TUESDAY, APRIL 11, 2017
6:00 P.M.

CALL TO ORDER

Chairman, John Nugent called the regular session meeting of the Berrien County Board of
Commissioners to order on Tuesday, April 11, 2017, at 6:01 p.m. Members of the Board of
Commissioners present were, Commissioners Jimmy Parker, Doc Sumner and Pixie Harrod.
Commissioner Robert Griner was absent.

Invocation: Commissioner Jimmy Parker
Pledge: Chairman John Nugent

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Commissioner Doc Sumner made the motion to approve the March 14,
2017 Regular Session Minutes, the March 14, 2017 Executive Session Minutes, the April 4, 2017 Work
Session Minutes and the April 10, 2017 Retreat Minutes,  seconded by Commissioner Jimmy Parker. The
motion carried unanimously.

ADDITIONS TO AGENDA: Commissioner Jimmy Parker made the motion to add Item G to the
agenda, seconded by Commissioner Doc Sumner. The motion carried unanimously

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
A. Board Meetings – Administration received a request from Commissioner Doc Sumner to

go to one meeting a month. Chairman John Nugent asked County Attorney, Mark Perry, for direction on
how to make the motion to go to one meeting.  Attorney Perry stated we need a motion to amend the
Berrien County Municipal Code to change it to whatever day the Board chooses and then a separate
motion to authorize the Chairman to execution the Resolution.  Commissioner Doc Sumner made a
motion to amend the Berrien County Municipal Code and to change the meetings to the first Tuesday of
each month at 6:00 P.M., seconded by Commissioner Pixie Harrod.  Chairman Nugent, Commissioners
Sumner and Harrod were in favor.  Commissioner Jimmy Parker opposed.  The motion carried.
Commissioner Doc Sumner made a motion to authorize the Chairman to sign the Resolution, seconded by
Commissioner Pixie Harrod.  The motion carried unanimously.

NEW BUSINESS:
A. Special Exception – Danielle Cross – Animal Boarding – Administration received a

request form the Planning Commissioner to approve a Special Exception for Animal Boarding from
Danielle Cross located at 6600 Radio Station Rd.  The Planning Commission approved this and is
recommending we approve the special exception. Commissioner Doc Sumner made a motion to approve,
seconded by Commissioner Jimmy Parker.  The motion carried unanimously.

B. Annexation of Land – City of Ray City – Administration received a certified notification
from Mayor Gulley, City of Ray City, notifying the County of an application for annexation. The
property is currently owned by Soil Remediation, Inc. who is requesting the annexation as the 100%
property owner.  The portion of the property identified as tax parcel number 077 133 006 by the Berrien
County Board of Assessors (being a portion of the property generally laying around the Southern
Recycling facility in Berrien County) will be zoned I-W Industrial/Warehousing, which zoning
classification allows an area for industrial uses without the restrictions of other districts.  The majority
and remainder of the property will be zoned G-R General Residential, which zoning classification allows
for residential development that is protected  from encroachment by non-residential uses. Commissioner
Pixie Harrod made a motion to approve the annexation, seconded by Commissioner Jimmy Parker.  The
motion carried unanimously.
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C. 2017 LMIG – Additional Funding – Administration received notification that there is
additional 2017 LMIG Funds.  There will be a 30% match. Chairman Nugent stated we asked County
Administrator, Brenda Ferrell, to see if these funds could be used for resurfacing.  County Administrator,
Brenda Ferrell, stated they cannot.  Chairman Nugent said he feels we need to just skip this submittal due
to budgeting.  Commissioner Pixie Harrod made a motion to deny submitting for the additional LMIG
Funds, seconded by Commissioner Jimmy Parker.  The motion carried unanimously.

D. Credit Card Merchant Agreement – Airport – Administration received a request from
World Fuel Service to enter a Card Processing Merchant Agreement.  This is for the credit card machine
at the airport. County Administrator, Brenda Ferrell, stated that Clinton Ray is out of town and could not
attend the meeting.  Crissy Staley asked if she could speak and advise the Board of what Mr. Ray told her.
Perry Brothers, who is supplying the fuel, will include all the fees in the fuel price.  It is not the intention
to make money on the fuel at this time.  We need to concentrate on getting traffic at the airport first.
County Attorney, Mark Perry, stated he has no additional information.  Commissioner Pixie Harrod stated
he agrees we do not need to try to make money at this time but wants to make sure that the fees are
covered in the cost of the fuel.  Commissioner Pixie Harrod made a motion to approve the Merchant
Agreement with World Fuel, seconded by Commissioner Jimmy Parker.  The motion carried
unanimously.

E. Equipment Acquisition – WBFD – Administration received a request from West Berrien
Fire Department to purchase two pagers.  They have provided two quotes:  McLaggan Communication &
Radar Service $713.50 and RCE of Valdosta $858.00. Commissioner Jimmy Parker made a motion to
purchase two pagers from McLaggan Communication & Radar Service in the amount of $713.50,
seconded by Commissioner Doc Sumner.  The motion carried unanimously.

F. Ratification Items – Administration is requesting ratification on the following items:

Southeastern Tire $2,500.00
The Tire Store $1,031.00
Lancaster County (Fire Trucks) $150,000.00
Mingledorff’s (Jail A/C Parts) $1,149.98
Medicus Health (Drug Court – Grant Funds) $2,314.35
Siemens Healthcare Diagnostics Web Shop $9,504.67

(Drug Court- Grant Funds)

Commissioner Jimmy Parker made a motion to ratify the purchases as listed, seconded by Commissioner
Pixie Harrod.  The motion carried unanimously.

G. Generator Automatic Transfer Switch – Administration received two quotes to run the
electrical for the automatic transfer switch for the generator located at the jail. Quotes were provided
from West Plumbing and Electrical $3,300.00 and from Cowart Electric & Industrial Contractors, Inc.
$3,527.00.  Commissioner Pixie Harrod made a motion to approve the electrical for the automatic transfer
switch using West Plumbing and Electrical in the amount of $3,300.00, seconded by
Commissioner Jimmy Parker.  The motion carried unanimously.

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES AND DEPARTMENTS:
Crissy Staley –

 Fair is April 13th – 16th
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 Crissy Staley presented Project Laughing Water to the Commissioners. The company is
requesting the County sign a letter of intent to honor an adjusted schedule of personal
property taxes for the project.  Commissioner Jimmy Parker made a motion to sign the
letter of intent and authorize the Vice Chairman to sign it if the Chairman is absent,
seconded by Commissioner Pixie Harrod.  The motion carried unanimously.

COMMISSIONER’S ITEMS:
Jimmy Parker –

 The Board discussed at the Retreat that when a Department Head needs an executive session for
personnel issues or any issues that it needs to go to the County Administrator and give detail as to
why it is being called.  By doing this, we can be prepared going into executive session.  All five
commissioners will sign a letter outlining this and it will be sent to the Department Heads.

PUBLIC COMMENTS: Mr. Elbert Starling addressed the board about a drainage ditch across the road
from his residence.  He said the pipe is not sufficient.  It may need a larger pipe. Public Works Director,
Ben Warren, said they replaced some pipe their several years ago. He will check it out and see what is
going on.  Mr. Starling also asked the Board if one meeting a month will be sufficient to take care of all
the business.  Commissioner Doc Sumner said they feel it will be sufficient.  They want to try it.  If it
does not work out then we will go back to two meetings.  Mr. Starling said he does not want to see the
county suffer.

COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR COMMENTS:
Brenda Ferrell –

 The Medical Insurance Renewal was provided to the Board and reviewed at the Retreat.  The
request is to stay with Aetna are renew with Option 1 which is an overall rate increase of 5.11%.
Commissioner Pixie Harrod made a motion to approve the Aetna Option 1 Insurance with the
5.11% increase, seconded by Commissioner Jimmy Parker.  The motion carried unanimously.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:  (Personnel & Legal)
Commissioner Jimmy Parker made a motion to move into executive session for personnel and legal at
6:29 p.m., seconded by Commissioner Pixie Harrod.  Commissioner Jimmy Parker made a motion to
move out of executive session and back into regular session at 7:18 p.m., seconded by Commissioner Doc
Sumner.

Commissioner Jimmy Parked asked the status on picking up the fire trucks.  County Administrator
advised the Board that they are in South Carolina now picking up the trucks and will be back tomorrow.

ADJOURN
With no other business to come before the Board, Commissioner Jimmy Parker made the motion to
adjourn, which was seconded by Commissioner Doc Sumner. Meeting was adjourned at 7:19 pm.

_______________________________ ____________ABSENT____________
Chairman, John Nugent Commissioner, Robert Griner

_______________________________ ________________________________
Commissioner, Jimmy Parker Commissioner, Pixie Harrod

_______________________________ ATTEST________________________
Commissioner, Doc Sumner County Clerk


