
Regular Session Minutes 1 July 11, 2017

REGULAR SESSION MEETING
BERRIEN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

TUESDAY, JULY 11, 2017
6:00 P.M.

CALL TO ORDER

Chairman, John Nugent called the regular session meeting of the Berrien County Board of
Commissioners to order on Tuesday, July 11, 2017, at 6:00 p.m. Members of the Board of
Commissioners present were, Commissioners Jimmy Parker, Robert Griner, Doc Sumner and Pixie
Harrod.

Invocation: Commissioner Jimmy Parker
Pledge: Commissioner Robert Griner

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Commissioner Jimmy Parker made the motion to approve the, June 6,
2017 Regular Session Minutes, the June 22, 2017 Special Called Meeting Minutes, the June 29, 2017
Special Called Meeting Minutes and the July 3, 2017 Special Called Meeting Minutes, seconded by
Commissioner Doc Sumner. The motion carried unanimously.

PUBLIC HEARINGS: Holbrook Rd. Closure
Commissioner Jimmy Parker made a motion to enter into Public Hearing on the Holbrook Road closure at
6:01 p.m., seconded by Commissioner Robert Griner. Chairman Nugent asked if there was anyone who
would like to speak for or against the closure.  Mr. Charles Dennis Vanbrackle stated his NE corner
touches Holbrook Rd but he actually lives in Cook County. Mr. Vanbrackle asked who would be
responsible for maintaining the road. The County will not be maintaining it.  Mr. Holbrook indicated in
prior conversations that he would maintain the road. Commissioner Robert Griner stated we talked about
closing it at the highway.  Commissioner Pixie Harrod stated that Mr. Holbrook said he would give a key
to the gate if the property owners agree with closing.  Attorney, Amy Holbrook said the issue here is the
abandonment of the road, not a road issue.  Mr. Kissel asked who will maintain the road.  Commissioner
Parker said the county will not maintain the road but you as a property owner will be able to come and go
as you want.   Mr. Holbrook would maintain.  Mr. Holbrook stated he would maintain that small section
in front of their property when he scrapes his portion.  He will maintain the whole road.  Attorney
Holbrook again stated that the agreement between the property owners will be a separate meeting.
Chairman Nugent asked if there was any other discussion.  Commissioner Jimmy Parker made a motion
to move out of Public Hearing at 6:09 p.m. seconded by Commissioner Pixie Harrod.

INVITED GUESTS:
Dana Watson – County Nurse Manager – Ms. Dana Watson was here to introduce herself as the new
County Nurse Manager.  She discussed some of the Health Department’s goals and objectives.
Commissioner Parker asked if they take walk-ins.   He said someone had asked him that question.  They
do try to take walk-ins

Amy Swails – Ms. Swails is the Risk Communicator from the South Health District and was here to give
a short presentation on Zika.  She distributed some literature on Zika.

Freddye Hughes – Radio Station Rd. - It was named as the Tom Hughes – Herbert Watson Rd. and there
were complaints that the address was too long so the board changed it Radio Station Rd. and they were
supposed to put a sign at each end of the road honoring Tom Hughes and Herbert Watson.  The Board
said they will get the sign put up.  Commissioner Pixie Harrod made a motion to place a sign honor both
men at each end of the road, seconded by Commissioner Doc Sumner.  The motion carried unanimously.
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.
NEW BUSINESS:

A. Road Closure – Holbrook Rd. – Administration received a request to close Holbrook Rd.
A Public Hearing was held earlier in the meeting.  Commissioner Pixie Harrod made a motion to close
Holbrook Rd. from the right-of-way of Gainey Bridge Rd. to the right-of-way of Ernest Sumner Rd.,
seconded by Commissioner Jimmy Parker.  The motion carried unanimously.

B. Discussion on E-911 Operations – Administration received a request to have discussion
on the operations of E-911 and the merging with Tri-County.  Chairman Nugent stated that the Board is
not taking any action on this item and that we are in discussions.  James Watson addressed the board with
concerns such as only one dispatcher per shift.  He stated that the law enforcement per shift in Berrien
County is a lot more than the tri-county law enforcement departments.  He stated that they are also
governed by a board and would Berrien County have representation on the board.  Berrien County will
have representation on the board if we were to merge. Those are just concerns they have.  Chairman
Nugent explained that they addressed the one dispatcher with Tri-County and the call volume for those
three counties are nowhere close to what we have and they feel that those three stations can serve as
another station for Berrien County. Mr. Watson said with fire and EMS you may not have calls for five
hours and then everything break loose.  Personally he would like to have 911 here but understands if it is
cost effective to merge that he would like it to be done right.  Commissioner Robert Griner said we are a
long way away before anything happens on this.  Chairman Nugent asked if anyone else had comments
on this item before we move on.  Sheriff Ray Paulk said he has a recommendation if we could get a group
together and go over some questions and concerns.  He stated he understands the Board has the authority
to make the decision but he does have some questions he would like to address.

C. Environmental Fees – South Health District – Administration received a request from the
South Health District with proposed environmental fees.  The South Health District approved the fees and
is requesting Berrien County to approve them.  Commissioner Pixie Harrod stated he feels these fees are
too high.  Commissioner Pixie Harrod made a motion to leave them like they are, seconded by
Commissioner Doc Sumner.  Commissioner Parker asked about tabling it until someone from
Environmental Health came to explain the fees.  Commissioner Pixie Harrod did not agree and feels the
board needs to vote.  Chairman Nugent asked the pleasure of the board.  Commissioner Jimmy Parker
opposed.  The motion carried.

D. Board Appointment – GA Dept of Behavioral Health & Developmental Disabilities –
Administration received a request from Michael Link with the GA Department of Behavioral Health &
Developmental Disabilities to reappoint Ms. Elaine Landy-Robinson.  Ms. Robinson no longer lives in
Berrien County and cannot serve.  Commissioner Robert Griner suggested Sara Paulk.  County
Administrator Brenda Ferrell will see if she is willing to serve.  Commissioner Jimmy Parker made a
motion to table this item, seconded by Commissioner Doc Sumner.  The motion carried unanimously.

E. Speed Zone Ordinance for Berrien County – The Georgia Department of Transportation
is in the process of updating the existing speed limits on routes in Berrien County to bring them into
compliance with present regulations.  A new Ordinance for Berrien County has been prepared and they
are asking we execute it.  Commissioner Robert Griner made a motion to approve the Speed Zone
Ordinance, seconded by Commissioner Doc Sumner.  The motion carried unanimously.

F. Nutrition Contract – Southern GA Area Agency on Aging – Administration received
from Southern Georgia Area Agency on Aging the Contract to provide Operations of a Senior Center with
Congregate and Home Delivered Meals.  This is the annual contract that we execute.  Commissioner
Robert Griner made a motion to approve the Contract to provide Operations of a Senior Center with
Congregate and Home Delivered Meal with Southern GA Area Agency on Aging, seconded by
Commissioner Jimmy Parker.  The motion carried unanimously.
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G. 2017 LMIG Bids – Notice of Award – Administration received a recommendation from
Shon Hampton, Watkins & Associates on the bid opening for the 2017 LMIG Resurfacing Project.  The
bid tabulations are attached.  He is recommending the award go to The Scruggs Company with a total bid
of $1,102,584.97.  County Administrator, Brenda Ferrell, stated they listed her as the signor on the Notice
of Award so please include that in the motion.  Commissioner Jimmy Parker made the motion to approve
The Scruggs Company bid of $1,102,584.97 along with the County Administrator, Brenda Ferrell,
signing the Notice of Award, seconded by Commissioner Robert Griner.  The motion carried
unanimously.

H. Bid Approval – Miller Building – Administration received notification that there was one
bid on the Miller Building Exterior Blight Removal and Stabilization, Grant # HP-151228-002.  We
received a recommendation from Ellis, Ricket and Associates Architects to award the bid to Classic
Homes by Weaver, Inc. in the amount of $255,000.00.  We are asking the Board approve that contractor
pending DCA Sole Source & Identity of Interest Approval.  We also need to approve us asking for a
waiver of inconsistencies in the bid in the that the Contractor provided a Certified Check for 5% of the
bid instead of the required 5% Bid Bond.  Crissy Staley presented this to the board and Kim Hobbs was
present for any questions.  Crissy Staley reminded this Board that the county is not responsible for any
match to this grant.  Commissioner Pixie Harrod made a motion to approve the bid award to Classic
Homes by Weaver, Inc. in the amount of $255,000.00 pending DCA Sole Source & Identity of Interest
Approval and to also ask for a waiver of inconsistencies in the bid in that the Contractor provided a
Certified Check for 5% of the bid instead of the required 5% Bid Bond, seconded by Commissioner
Jimmy Parker.  The motion carried unanimously.

I. Apron Expansion for the Fuel Farm – Airport – Administration received notification that
the apron at the airport needs to be expanded.  We are eligible for additional funding for a total project
cost of 481,148.56.  Federal Funds will cover $73,033.71, State Funds of $4,057.43 and Local Funds of
$4,057.43.  This is not a budgeted item.  Crissy Staley did state that due to the Airport CIP and projects
that will be changed during this year, there will be funds to cover this amount.  Commissioner Pixie
Harrod made the motion to approve the expansion and request for funding, seconded by Commissioner
Robert Griner.  The motion carried unanimously.

J. Board Appointment – Library – Administration received a request from Angi Hughes,
Library Manager, requesting an appointment to fill the open position on the library board.  The term is for
three years starting July 1, 2017 and expiring June 30, 2020.  County Administrator recommended Donna
Harrod and she is will to serve.  Commissioner Robert Griner made a motion to appoint Donna Harrod to
the Library Board for the term July 1, 2017 to June 30, 2020, seconded by Commissioner Jimmy Parker.
The motion carried unanimously.

K. Ratification Items – Administration requested ratification on the following items:

Siemens Healthcare Diagnostics Web Shop (Drug Court) $6,773.50
Cherokee Culvert (Road) $6,079.76
Lee Farm Supply (Road) $2,055.85
Fausett Oil (Road) $3,662.50
Allstar Garage Doors (Jail) $1,421.92
Albany Industrial Dist.  (Jail) $1,089.25

Commissioner Jimmy Parker made a motion to ratify the purchases as stated, seconded by
Commissioner Robert Griner.  The motion carried unanimously.

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES AND DEPARTMENTS: None

COMMISSIONER’S ITEMS:
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Doc Sumner – Asked what kind of fuel we have at the airport? It is Jet A Fuel.

PUBLIC COMMENTS:
Bryan Shaw – Addressed the board with concerns at the historical jail with AA and NA meeting there and
being in areas they should not be in.  There was also some discussion on maintenance as well as a few
maintenance items at the historical courthouse.

Johnathan  Blake – Mr. Blake addressed the board with concerns of an adjacent property owner.  Code
Enforcement has been to that landowner and they were served to go to Magistrate Court but nothing is
being done.  He wants this property cleaned up and asked the Board to hold someone’s feet to the fire.
The Board said they would check into it and see what can be done.

COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR COMMENTS:
Brenda Ferrell –

 CDBG – at the last meeting there was discussion from a citizen about paving Bird Dog Lane.  I
contacted Kimberly Hobbs with the regional commission and discussed Bird Dog Ln.  She is
willing to ride some areas with us in late August to see if they will qualify for CDBG.

 Jessica Stone, Animal Control, is requesting to go to a training class in Nashville, TN.  This is the
second part to the certification she started in 2014. If she does not complete this class with 36
months she has to start over.  Commissioner Pixie Harrod made a motion to approve Jessica
attending this class, seconded by Commissioner Jimmy Parker.  The motion carried unanimously.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:  (Personnel)
Commissioner Jimmy Parker made a motion to move into executive session for personnel at 6:51 p.m.,
seconded by Commissioner Robert Griner. Commissioner Jimmy Parker made a motion to move out of
executive session at 7:05 p.m., seconded by Commissioner Robert Griner.  The motion carried
unanimously.

Commissioner Pixie Harrod made a motion to authorize Chairman Nugent to make a decision when
appropriate on an item discussed in executive session regarding a personnel matter of a part time
employee, seconded by Commissioner Jimmy Parker.  The motion carried unanimously.

ADJOURN
With no other business to come before the Board, Commissioner Jimmy Parker made the motion to
adjourn, which was seconded by Commissioner Robert Griner. Meeting was adjourned at 7:06 pm.

_______________________________ ___________________ ____________
Chairman, John Nugent Commissioner, Robert Griner

_______________________________ ________________________________
Commissioner, Jimmy Parker Commissioner, Pixie Harrod

_______________________________ ATTEST________________________
Commissioner, Doc Sumner County Clerk


