
Regular Session Minutes 1 August 1, 2017

REGULAR SESSION MEETING
BERRIEN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

TUESDAY, AUGUST 1, 2017
6:00 P.M.

CALL TO ORDER

Chairman, John Nugent called the regular session meeting of the Berrien County Board of
Commissioners to order on Tuesday, August 1, 2017, at 6:00 p.m. Members of the Board of
Commissioners present were, Commissioners Jimmy Parker, Robert Griner, Doc Sumner and Pixie
Harrod.

Invocation: Commissioner Jimmy Parker
Pledge: Commissioner Robert Griner

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Commissioner Jimmy Parker made the motion to approve the, July 11,
2017 Regular Session Minutes, the July 11, Executive Session Minutes and the July 26, 2017 Special
Called Meeting Minutes, seconded by Commissioner Robert Griner. The motion carried unanimously.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
A. Board Appointment – GA Department of Behavioral Health & Developmental

Disabilities – Administration received a request from Michael Link with the GA Department of
Behavioral Health & Developmental Disabilities to appoint a representative to the board.  The term is
July 1, 2017 through June 30, 2020.  Commissioner Robert Griner made a motion to appoint Sara Paulk
to the GA Department of Behavioral Health & Developmental Disabilities Board, seconded by
Commissioner Doc Sumner.  The motion carried unanimously.

NEW BUSINESS:

A. FY 2016-2017 Budget Amendment Resolution – Administration is requesting the Board
approve the FY 2016-2017 Budget Amendment Resolution as presented.  County Administrator, Brenda
Ferrell, stated that we closed out the fiscal year with a surplus of $930,452.99 but $786,181.00 is due to
fund received on road projects and invoices have not been received yet., which will leave an actual
surplus of $144,271.99.  Commissioner Jimmy Parker made a motion to approve the FY 2016-2017
Budget Amendment, seconded by Commissioner Doc Sumner.  The motion carried unanimously.

B. Hot Water Heater Purchase – Jail – Administration received a request from Rodney
Stone, Maintenance, to replace the hot water heater at the jail.  He provided quotes from three vendors all
with different options.  Greg Ray from Ray & Son Heating and Air Conditioning presented his quote to
the Board.  He stated that his quotes do come with a 5-year parts & labor warranty and 10 year warranty
on the Laar equipment.  He stated that he would do this job at cost plus not to exceed whichever option
the board chose.  Commissioner Pixie Harrod made a motion to purchase the 2 Laars M# NTV199NXN3
199,000 btuh 97% High Efficiency pump mounted Boilers & 2 M# A0078800 120 gallon insulated
storage tanks for $28,132.00 from Ray & Son Heating & Air Conditioning, seconded by Commissioner
Doc Sumner.  The motion carried unanimously.

C. Letter of Support – US Bicycle Route 15 - Administration received a request from
Amy Martin, Southern Georgia Regional Commissioner, requesting the Board give a letter of
support for US Bicycle Route 15.  They have updated US Bicycle Route 15 to allow bicyclists to
access counties and cities within our region that fit a particular set of criteria including
destinations with the potential for high tourism.  They selected Berrien County when creating
USBR 15 because it has many of the qualities that they are looking for to make this route
successful and enjoyable for cyclists.  The process to designate this route has many steps and in
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order to continue the designation process, they are requesting our support for USBR 15 by a
letter of support. Commissioner Jimmy Parker made a motion to provide a letter of support for
US Bicycle Route 15, seconded by Commissioner Robert Griner.  The motion carried
unanimously.

D. FY 2018 LMIG – Administration received notification that GDOT is accepting
FY 2018 LMIG applications through December 31, 2017.  We will be receiving $738,106.75 and
there will be a 30% match of $221,432.03. The Board did not take any action at this time and
will set up a date to ride and look at some of the roads.

E. Agreement for Geographic Information System Services, SGRC – Administration
received a request from Greg Nimmo, Chief Appraiser, to renew by Agreement the services
provided by SGRC for GIS Services in the amount of $4,200.00.  This is a budgeted item.
Commissioner Robert Griner made a motion to approve the agreement, seconded by
Commissioner Jimmy Parker.  The motion carried unanimously.

F. Capital Equipment Purchase – E-911 – Administration received a request from
Angie Rutland, E-911 Director, requesting the purchase of a new server and three consoles.  The
quotes were:

RCE of Valdosta $197,000.00
RCE (Governmental Capital) – 5 annual payments of $43,894.13 @ 3.712%

EZ 911 $212,027.51

Winstead (3 consoles) $20,400.00

Commissioner Pixie Harrod made a motion to purchase the Ztron System through RCE and go
with the financing option for the price of $197,000.00 and to purchase 3 consoles from Winstead
in the amount of $20,400.00, seconded by Commissioner Jimmy Parker.  The motion carried
unanimously.

G. USDA Grant/Loan – Sheriff & EMS – Administration received notification that
the USDA Grants for the Sheriff Vehicles and the Ambulance were approved.  USDA
Representative, Deborah Bell Dyson was present to get approval from the board to enter into the
agreement.  She distributed to the board the payouts on the grant and costs.  Commissioner
Jimmy Parker made a motion to approve the USDA Grant/Loan for three sheriff vehicles and an
ambulance, seconded by Commissioner Robert Griner.  The motion carried unanimously.

H. Ratification Items – Administration requested ratification on the following items:

Cherokee Culvert (Road) $2,425.56
TLC Tri-State Laundry Companies  (Jail) $10,500.00
Spectra Computing (Tax Assessor) $1,491.43

Commissioner Jimmy Parker made a motion to ratify the purchases as stated, seconded by
Commissioner Robert Griner.  The motion carried unanimously.

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES AND DEPARTMENTS:
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Ben Warren –
 As a taxpayer he would like to ask the board to consider naming Hwy 76 in honor of Sheriff

Walter Gaskins.  Commissioner Robert Griner suggested picking out a section of the highway
and to honor him.  The Board will place a Resolution on the agenda next month which will be
presented to Legislature.

 He presented three quotes on a new truck.  Commissioner Jimmy Parker made a motion to
purchase a new F-150 from Nashville Ford in the amount of $22,554.00, seconded by
Commissioner Pixie Harrod.  The motion carried unanimously.

COMMISSIONER’S ITEMS: None

PUBLIC COMMENTS: James Watson stated he appreciates what the Board has done in keeping 911
in the county.  He also stated he feels that we can charge municipalities to use the service.

COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR COMMENTS:
Brenda Ferrell –

 Daryel Lancaster asked if the Board would be interested in viewing the Life Flight Helicopter.
They will come here if the board is interested.  The board would like to do that.

 Tax Levy Resolution – The School Board meets on August 21st to vote on theirs.  We will have to
schedule a special called meeting between August 22nd and August 31st.  The Board asked to
schedule it on a Wednesday.

ADJOURN
With no other business to come before the Board, Commissioner Jimmy Parker made the motion to
adjourn, which was seconded by Commissioner Doc Sumner. Meeting was adjourned at 7:00 pm.

_______________________________ ___________________ ____________
Chairman, John Nugent Commissioner, Robert Griner

_______________________________ ________________________________
Commissioner, Jimmy Parker Commissioner, Pixie Harrod

_______________________________ ATTEST________________________
Commissioner, Doc Sumner County Clerk


