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WORK SESSION MEETING
BERRIEN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 1, 2015
6:00 P.M.

CALL TO ORDER

Chairman, Jimmy Parker called the work session meeting of the Berrien County Board of Commissioners
to order on Tuesday, August 4, 2015, at 6:04 p.m. Members of the Board of Commissioners present
were, Commissioner Robert Griner, Commissioner Steve Sumner, Commissioner Doc Sumner and
Commissioner John Nugent.

OLD BUSINESS:
A. Agriculture, Chicken Houses, Warehouse and Solar Farm Permitting – Administration

received a request from Dennis Adams, Code Enforcement requesting the Board consider the attached
rates for permitting of agriculture buildings, chicken houses, warehouses and solar farms.  He is also
proposing an amendment to the Construction Code Ordinance.  Commissioner Steve Sumner fees that the
permit should be the same for everyone.  Dennis Adams, Code Enforcement stated that Tift County is
slightly higher on their permit fees and Cook County is in line with us.  Commissioner Steve Sumner
proposed to the Board to have Dennis Adams, Code Enforcement, and halt issuing any building permits
until we vote next week.  Commissioner Steve Sumner also stated this brings up another question.  If
someone is going to build four chicken houses for example shouldn’t they be charged for four permits?
Commissioner Doc Sumner stated he does not want to do anything from discouraging anyone building in
Berrien County.

B. Structure Improvement – Recreation – Administration received a request from Brad
Wels, Recreation Director, for replacement of the shelters around the concession stand and covered
bleachers.  They have provided three quotes.  This item was previously tabled until Commissioner John
Nugent inspected the facility and gave an opinion as to whether we needed to do a complete replacement
or a repair of the area.  Commissioner John Nugent feels that we need to replace the complete area with
new material. Commissioner Nugent recommended the bid from MJ’s Construction.  Bids submitted
were Gaither Construction, LLC, Option 1 $27,280.00, Option 2 $22,280.00, MJ’s Construction
$23,832.00 and Nick Griffin d/b/a Walker Construction $35,000.00.

NEW BUSINESS:
A. Memorandum of Understanding – Moody AFB – Administration received a request from Moody
Air Force Base to revise the Memorandum of Understanding that Berrien County approved in June 2014.
This is for the JLUS (Joint Land Use Study).  The Board feels that this should go back to the Planning
Commission before it is brought to the Commission Board for vote.  Nick Lacey stated he feels that the
provisions made were minor and it will be fine.  He has stated he has not seen the Memorandum of
Understanding since the changes were made.

B. General Release – Animal Control – Administration received a request from Jessica
Stone, Animal Control, asking for discussion on volunteers at the animal shelter.  The board was provided
an Acknowledgment of Risk and General Release of Claims provided by Jennifer Herzog, County
Attorney.  The Board also discussed an age limit of 18 years old.

C. Solid Waste License Application – Administration received an application for a Solid
Waste License from G Waste Management LLC.  They have paid the $200.00 application fee.  County
Administrator stated that the City of Ray City is contracting their pick-up with G Waste Management.

D. Saddle Club Lease Agreement – Administration requested discussion on entering into a new lease
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agreement with the Saddle Club.  The previously lease has long expired and due to insurance we need to
lease out the property with the Lessee required to cover under insurance or the county needs to pick it up
under their policy.  The Board instructed County Attorney, Jennifer Herzog, to prepare a new lease.

E. Tax Levy Resolution – Administration is requesting the board approve the
FY 2015 Tax Levy Resolution.   This will be keeping the millage rate at 16.71 mills.

F. Insurance Premium Tax Resolution – Administration is requesting approval of the FY
2015-2016 Insurance Premium Tax Resolution.  Insurance Premium Tax is to be used on Fire Protection,
Solid Waste Management, Code Enforcement and Animal Control in the unincorporated areas of Berrien
County.

G. Resolution Authorizing and Approving Execution of an Equipment Lease-Purchase
Agreement with Bancorpsouth Equipment Finance, a Division of Bancorpsouth Bank for the purpose of
Lease-Purchasing Certain Equipment – Administration received a request from Bill Murphree, Flint
Equipment, asking the Board to approve a Resolution with financing through Bancorpsouth Equipment
Finance.  This is for a motor grader which we received in June.  In the past they would accept minutes in
lieu of a Resolution.

H. Veterans Memorial Parkway Resolution - CR 357 – The Board of Commissioners
received a request to name a road as the Veterans Memorial Parkway.  It was discussed in the August
meetings to designate CR 357, Nashville-Enigma Hwy as the Veterans Memorial Parkway. A resolution
was provided for review.  Commissioner Steve Sumner said he would like to make sure everyone is on
the same page.  We need to check with the veterans’ organizations, VFW, American Legion, etc. to make
sure this is what they want.  They need to be involved in this.  Commissioner Steve Sumner asked
Commissioner Doc Sumner if he would be willing to talk with the organizations to get their input.
Commissioner Doc Sumner will do that and bring the information to the regular session next week.

I. Uniform Purchase – Jail – Administration received a request from Jail Administrator,
Antonio Carter, to purchase 21 pairs of boots.  They provided two quotes:  Adel Outfitters $1,785.00 and
Galls $2,016.00.

J. Computer Acquisition – EMS – Administration received a request from Daryel Lancaster
to purchase two computers, 2 keyboards with cases and two screen covers for the ambulances.  They have
provided one quote which EMS Consultants states is the only computer compatible with the EMS billing
software. Bestbuy.com for the two computers $2,299.98, two keyboards and cases $80.00 and two
screen covers $60.00.

K. Consent Items – Administration requested the following items be ratified:

PO 59872 Southeastern Tire $2,448.20
PO 59898 Siemens Healthcare Diagnostics Web Shop $3,012.25
PO 59845 Spectra Computing $1,047.94
PO 59929 Nashville Tractor $1,047.45
PO 59933 Rush Truck Parts $3,347.78
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REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES AND DEPARTMENTS:
Crissy Staley –

 The State Tourism Project Development Team was here for a visit.  Crissy distributed to the
Board a copy of their presentation.

 The Moving Wall will be here in Berrien County November 11th – 14th.  VFW is partnering with
the Chamber on this project.  We are working with the Mason’s to see if we can place it there.  It
has to be staffed 24/7.  It does not require paid staffing.

 Requested sod for the old courthouse.  County Administrator, Brenda Ferrell, stated that is
already in place and should be delivered within the next couple of weeks.

 There will be a public hearing for an EIP Grant Application.  This is for a project that already has
city water and now wants city sewer.

 Miller Building – I have a letter that needs to be signed by the Chairman and submitted to DCA.
This is the last step to complete before we find out if the grant is approved.

 Gate at airport – There is no power where the gate needs to go.  Don McKinnon provided a quote
of $3,800.00 on the gate.  We can submit this as a shovel ready project in January when we
submit for the terminal.  We can include the gate at that time.  The Board was in agreement.

 EMS Grant was approved for $7,905.93.  This is a 100% reimbursable grant.
 EMS Release of Treatment – Daryel Lancaster asked that we make it part of their new hire packet

that they sign and maintain in the personnel file.  If they do not get a citizen to sign the release it
will be suspension and/or termination.

 CDBG – did not get approved.  Ask that Kimberly Hobbs comes to one of our meetings.
 LMIG – We have to have an engineer give the project cost for our LMIG before we can submit.

The board agreed to use Watkins & Associates.

COMMISSIONER’S ITEMS:
John Nugent –

 Suggested that Dennis will need to get with the  surveyor on the setbacks for the fire stations.
 Suggested having a map at the meeting to target possible substation areas.

Robert Griner –
 Jimmy Kitchens out of Douglas owns American Truck Parts – Mr. Kitchens asked that we pass

his name to the shop.
Jimmy Parker –

 Ben Warren contacted Commissioner Parker and said we need to have a road study completed on
the section to be repaired on Hobbs Walker Rd.  He received one quote which was $1,300.00.

COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR COMMENTS:
Brenda Ferrell –

 Read a letter from Mr. Bob Gaskins commending the Board and Ben Warren for the work they
did in allowing him to run his pivot.

 Moody’s Investors Services removed the negative rating.
 Fuel Pumps need to be updated in the future.  The Road Department had to order a part and many

of the parts are becoming obsolete.
 Fire Stations – E-911 has been overlaying the maps provided by South Georgia Regional

Commission into their address system which will tell us exactly who will be in different districts.
Angie Rutland is almost complete with this process.  They the letters will go out and we will hold
a public hearing for input.  We need to start the process of the deeds for the property transfer from
Mr. Hughes and look for other locations.  County Administrator also provided a copy of the quote
for the substations which Commissioner John Nugent provided.
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PUBLIC COMMENTS:
Brian Shaw – Thanked the Board for getting the a/c installed.  He asked if it was where he could move in.
County Administrator stated that it is not ready.  They have to run additional wiring because the old wire
was not large enough. Brian Shaw will be notified when it is completed.  Mr. Shaw also requested some
type of covering to go around the remote so it cannot be seen.  Mr. Shaw also asked about internet access.
Commissioner Steve Sumner explained we are meeting with Mediacom to discuss a package tomorrow.
We cannot give you an answer at this time.  Mr. Shaw asked about using the other office areas
downstairs.  The Board told him to use what he needed.  He asked if the public would be able to enter the
building.   The Board said the public can come into the building on when Mr. Shaw is there.
.
ADJOURN
With no other business to come before the Board, Commissioner Robert Griner made the motion to
adjourn, which was seconded by Commissioner Doc Sumner. Meeting was adjourned at 7:31 p.m.

_______________________________ _______________________________
Chairman, Jimmy Parker Vice Chairman, John Nugent
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