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REGULAR SESSION MEETING
BERRIEN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 9, 2014
6:00 P.M.

CALL TO ORDER

Chairman, Robert Griner called the regular session meeting of the Berrien County Board of
Commissioners to order on Tuesday, December 9, 2014, at 6:05 p.m. Members of the Board of
Commissioners present were, Commissioner Jimmy Parker, Commissioner, Commissioner Steve Sumner,
Doc Sumner and Commissioner John Nugent.

Invocation:  Attorney  Tom Thomas
Pledge:  Commissioner John Nugent

MINUTES:  Commissioner Jimmy Parker made the motion to approve the October 14, 2014 Executive
Session Minutes, the November 11, 2014 Regular Session Minutes and the December 2, 2014 Work
Session Minutes,  seconded by Commissioner Doc Sumner.   The motion carried unanimously

ADDITIONS TO AGENDA:  Commissioner Steve Sumner made the motion to amend the agenda and
add items G-J, seconded by Commissioner Jimmy Parker.  The motion carried unanimously.

INVITED GUESTS:
Crissy Staley – Crissy Staley advised the Board that there is a grant available that could be used to assist
with the renovations on the Miller Building.  The grant is only for the outside of the building.  Examples
would be windows and roof.   The issue is the grant has to be in the county’s name and has to remain that
way for 20 years.  Mr. Weaver would be responsible for the match so the county would not have that
responsibility.  She suggested preparing a side agreement with Mr. Weaver stating that.  Chairman Robert
Griner stated he is in favor of doing it.  We need to just figure out the side agreement.  Crissy Staley
stated we need permission to pursue the grant.  Commissioner Steve Sumner made the motion to
authorize Crissy Staley working with Mr. Weaver to pursue the grant through DCA, seconded by
Commissioner Jimmy Parker.  The motion carried unanimously.

Jessica Stone – did not show up at the meeting.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
A. Termite Baiting System – Administration advertised for bids for a termite baiting system

at the Administration Building. We received one bid from Lott Termite and Pest Control for $626.00 plus
$120.00 per quarter. Commissioner Steve Sumner said he would like to get more information on the bid
before voting.  He stated he would personally look into it.  Commissioner Steve Sumner made a motion to
table the item, seconded by Commissioner Jimmy Parker.  The motion carried unanimously.

B. Beer, Wine & Liquor Applications for 2015 – Administration received five applications
for Beer, Wine & Liquor License from The Whiskey Barrel, Walker’s Drive Inn, Horse Creek Winery,
New River Package Store and New River Lounge. Commissioner John Nugent made the motion to
approve the 2015 Beer, Wine & Liquor License for The Whiskey Barrel, Walker’s Drive Inn, Horse
Creek Winery, New River Package Store and New River Lounge, seconded by Commissioner Doc
Sumner.  The motion carried unanimously.

NEW BUSINESS:
A. Surplus Equipment - Bus - Administration contacted Commissioner Parker and
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Administration requesting the Board consider donating the bus to a private school in Moultrie.
Administration spoke with Sheriff Heath and Major Ray Paulk and they are fine with whatever decision
the board makes.  We can either donate or sale the bus.  We do need to declare it as surplus.  It is a 1992
Blue Bird Bus, VIN # 1BAAMCSA69F052556.  Chairman Robert Griner said he would like to sale the
bus but if we were going to give it away, he recommended giving it to Douglas. Commissioner Steve
Sumner stated he would like to sale it.  Commissioner Jimmy Parker made the motion to table this item,
seconded by Commissioner Doc Sumner.  The motion carried unanimously.

B. Equipment Repair - EMS – Administration is requesting the Board ratify a repair that was
completed to the ambulance. The repair was replacement of a particulate filter. The total cost was
$1,866.25 to Mike Burch Ford. Commissioner Jimmy Parker made the motion to ratify the equipment
repair, seconded by Commissioner Doc Sumner.  The motion carried unanimously.

C. Equipment Repair – Road – Administration is requesting the board ratify a repair that
was completed to the bull dozer.  We received four quotes.  The lowest quote was from Yancey Brothers
for a total of $1,250.00. Commissioner John Nugent made the motion to ratify the equipment repair
through Yancey Brothers, seconded by Commissioner Jimmy Parker.  The motion carried unanimously.

D. CDBG Project Discussion – Administration requested discussion as to submit Weaver
Dr. as our CDBG Project or to select a new project.  If Weaver Dr. is resubmitted according to South
Georgia Regional Commission and Watkins & Associates recommendations, the County cost will be
approximately $244,000.00. Commissioner Steve Sumner stated the cost has really spun out of control
and he is not in favor of it unless they bid it as we want it.  We cannot start moving wells and acquiring
land.  Commissioner Steve Sumner made the motion to abandon Weaver Drive as the CDBG Project and
search for another project, seconded by Commissioner Jimmy Parker.  The motion carried unanimously.

E. Triangle Energy Proposal – Administration requested the Board review a proposal
submitted by Triangle Energy or replacing lighting throughout county buildings.  The proposals are very
lengthy and County Administrator and Commissioner Jimmy Parker asked the Board to review the
proposals.  Commissioner Jimmy Parker said that the jail and sheriff office is the only buildings that we
could possibly do and it appears that it will be a 7 ½ year payback.  Commissioner Steve Sumner stated
he studied it and if we cannot get a savings in three years we should not look at it.  Commissioner Steve
Sumner made the motion to deny the Triangle Energy Proposal, seconded by Commissioner Doc Sumner.
The motion carried unanimously.

F. Roof Repair – Recreation – Administration was notified by Brad Wells that the
Recreation Concession Roof is leaking.  Bids were received from Affordable Roofing, Roger Brown and
Rick Fennell. Chairman Griner approved the bid from Roger Brown for $5,000.00 as an emergency.
Commissioner Steve Sumner made the motion to ratify the roof repair using Roger Brown for $5,000.00,
seconded by Commissioner Doc Sumner.  The motion carried unanimously.

G. FSA Lease – Administration was notified by USDA about extending their lease with the
County on a short-term basis.  The lease expired November 30, 2014.  They are in the process of working
on long-term leases but would like the County to extend our current lease through July 31, 2015.  The
current rate is $150.00 per month.  Commissioner Jimmy Parker made the motion to approve the lease
with USDA for $150.00 per month, seconded by Commissioner Steve Sumner.  The motion carried
unanimously.

H. Administration received three quotes for purchasing a new ambulance and/or a remount.
Along with those quotes was a quote for repair of a motor for 10M2 for $16,699.00 from Mike Burch
Ford.
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QUOTES: Vendor New Ambulance Remount
Peach State $132,445.00 $87,090.00
Affordable Ambulance $145,876.00 $91,899.00
McCord Emergency Lighting $137,500.00 $89,543.00

Commissioner Steve Sumner said that he has had several discussions with Daryel Lancaster, EMS
Director, about the issues with the boxes as far as remounts.  We have used the current boxes for several
remounts and they are old.  He is suggesting the purchase of a new ambulance.  Daryel Lancaster
presented the bids to the board and is requesting the board purchase a new ambulance from Peach State.
Commissioner Steve Sumner made the motion to approve the purchase of a new ambulance from Peach
State in the amount of $132,445.00 and repair the motor in 10M2 for $16,699.00 from Mike Burch Ford,
seconded by Commissioner Doc Sumner.  The motion carried unanimously.

I. Computer Acquisition – Sheriff – Administration received a request from the Sheriff
Department to purchase a new computer for the Office Manager.  The computer was attached by a virus.
Brad McCall with Spectra Computing tried to recover the hard drive.  He is recommending a new
computer.  His quote was for $934.00.  Commissioner Jimmy Parker made the motion to approve the
computer purchase form Spectra in the amount of $934.00, seconded by Commissioner John Nugent.
The motion carried unanimously.

J. Administration is requesting the board execute the 2015 Credit Line Resolution.  This
will be a $3,000,000.00 tax-free, bank qualified tax anticipation note from Guardian Bank of Valdosta,
Georgia with an interest of 2.75% and a maturity date of  December 31, 2015.  Commissioner Doc
Sumner made the motion to approve the Resolution, seconded by Commissioner Jimmy Parker.  The
motion carried unanimously.

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES AND DEPARTMENTS: None

COMMISSIONER’S ITEMS:
Doc Sumner – Commissioner Doc Sumner stated that Justin Payne with Payne’s Lawn Service has done
an outstanding job on the lawns.  His contract is up and he would like to see us give the contract back to
him without bidding it. Chairman Griner and Commissioner Jimmy Parker both stated that this is one
contract that we usually get quite a few quotes on and people are already inquiring about it.
Commissioner John Nugent stated if there are not any complaints  we may be money ahead if we reissue
it to him. Commissioner Steve Sumner feels we need to bid it.  There is a department head related to the
contractor. Crissy Staley stated that nepotism should be considered as in the public perception.
Commissioner Doc Sumner made a motion to extend the lawn maintenance contract with Justin Payne for
an additional year, seconded by Commissioner John Nugent.  Votes were as follows:  Commissioners
Jimmy Parker, Robert Griner and Steve Sumner voted no and Commissioners John Nugent and Doc
Sumner voted yes.  The motion failed, 2 to 3.

Jimmy Parker – Asked if we wanted to allow digging on Johnny Griffin’s property.  Digging has
temporarily stopped due to the fact of finding a human skull dating back to the 1800s.  Should be get
clearance from GBI.  The Board feels there needs to be a clearance given.

Robert Griner – Received a complaint about cotton blowing out along the highway.  He said it looks
terrible and think about all the money blowing out of the trucks. The Board feels this is a DOT issue.



Regular Session Minutes 4 December 9, 2014

COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR COMMENTS:
Brenda Ferrell –

 Administration Christmas Dinner is December 16th at 6:30 – we pay for this, no county funds
used.

 Employee Christmas Lunch is December 18th at 12:00 at the Ag Center. Three quotes were
received with the cheapest from O’Neals, $6.21 per plate.  Commissioner Sumner suggested
O’Neals but add a little more chicken.

 Thursday is our first meeting on the Service Delivery Strategy.
 Swearing in of Constitutional Officers Friday at 1:00.
 Airport Liability Insurance – This policy renews January 6th.  We received two quotes from

Berkley Aviation, $2,400.00 and Star Aviation $1,174.00.  All the limits are the exact same.
Commissioner Steve Sumner made the motion to approve Star Aviation for $1,174.00, seconded
by Commissioner Jimmy Parker.  The motion carried unanimously.

 We received a request for pipe for from the Road Department for $6,082.33 from Cherokee
Culvert.  Commissioner Jimmy Parker made the motion to approve, seconded by Commissioner
Steve Sumner.  The motion carried unanimously.

 Animal Control – Jessica Stone could not make the meeting tonight and asked if I would bring up
several concerns.  She needs a cell phone and is requesting either pepper spray or a weapon since
she goes out at night by herself.  The board agreed upon a cell phone and pepper spray.

PUBLIC COMMENTS:
Tommy Luke – Inquired about a pipe that was removed on Milltown Rd. and never replaced.  The Board
will have Ben Warren, Public Works Director, check into it.

EXECUTIVE SESSION: Commissioner Jimmy Parker made the motion to move into executive session
for personnel and legal, seconded by Commissioner Doc Sumner.  Commissioner Jimmy Parker made the
motion to move out of executive session, seconded by Commissioner Steve Sumner.

ADJOURN
With no other business to come before the Board, Commissioner Steve Sumner made the motion to
adjourn, which was seconded by Commissioner Jimmy Parker. Meeting was adjourned.

_______________________________ _______________________________
Chairman, Robert Griner Vice Chairman, Jimmy Parker

_______________________________ _______________________________
Commissioner, Steve Sumner Commissioner, John Nugent

_______________________________ ATTEST________________________
Commissioner, Doc Sumner County Clerk


