REGULAR SESSION MEETING
BERRIEN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
TUESDAY, JUNE 10, 2014
6:00 P.M.

CALL TO ORDER

Chairman, Robert Griner caled the regular session meeting of the Berrien County Board of
Commissioners to order on Tuesday, June 10, 2014, a 6:00 p.m. Members of the Board of
Commissioners present were, Commissioner Steve Sumner, Commissioner Jimmy Parker, Commissioner
Doc Sumner and Commissioner John Nugent.

Invocation: Attorney Tom Thomas
Pledge: Commissioner John Nugent

Invited Guests: Ira Snow and Janice Overstreet — Did not come to the meeting.

MINUTES: Commissioner Jimmy Parker made the motion to approve the May 13, 2014 Regular
Session Minutes, the June 3, 2014 Executive Session Minutes and the June 4, 2014 Work Session
Minutes, seconded by Commissioner Steve Sumner. The motion carried unanimously.

ADDITIONS TO AGENDA: Commissioner Jimmy Parker made the motion to amend the agenda and
add items I, J, K and L to the agenda, seconded by Commissioner Steve Sumner. The motion carried
unanimougly.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

A. Purple Heart County — Proclamation — Administration received a letter from the Military
Order of the Purple Heart Chapter 1000 with information about becoming a Purple Heart County. By
becoming a Purple Heart County, you are honoring the sacrifices of those who have served our nation and
those who were wounded or killed in action. County Administrator stated the plague and the sign for the
old courthouse is in the works. She recommended signing the Proclamation and name June 10" as the
Purple Heart Day for Berrien County. Commission Doc Sumner made the motion to approve the
Proclamation declaring Berrien County as a Purple Heart County, seconded by Commissioner Jimmy
Parker. The motion carried unanimously.

NEW BUSINESS:

A. Text Amendment — Moody Overlay Zoning — Administration received arequest from the
Planning Commission to approve the Moody Overlay Zoning request. This would include approving the
Comprehensive Land Use Policies and Communication Plan aong with executing the Memorandum of
Understanding with Moody. There was a public hearing held June 3, 2014. Commissioner Jimmy Parker
made the motion to approve the Moody Overlay Zoning District and the Memorandum of Understanding
with Moody Air Force Base, seconded by Commissioner Steve Sumner. The motion carried
unanimously.

B. Text Amendment — Land Development Ordinance — Kennels — Administration received a
reguest from the Planning Commission to approve a text amendment to the Land Development Ordinance
on Kennels. Our current regulations read that a Non Commercial Kennel is any location where the
boarding, grooming, caring for and keeping of more than 3 but not more than 10 dogs or cats or other
small animals or combination thereof (except litters of animals of not more than six months of age) is
carried on, not for commercia purpose, but as a hobby such as the raising of show and hunting dogs.
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Section 5-2b:
Animals, kennel, noncommercial, as an accessory use to residential land uses provided that:

a) Minimum lot size of 1 acre (2 acresin AU)

b) All buildings used to house the animals must be setback 100 feet from any property line.
Allowedin AU, RR, R1A, MHP, RC, GB, WLI, Hi

There has been a proposed amendment to read as follows:
Kennel, Non Commercial. Any location where the board, grooming, caring for and keeping of more

than 3 dogs, cats, or other small animals (except litters of animals of not more than 12 months of age) is
carried on, not for commercia purposes but as a hobby such asraising of show and hunting dogs.

Section 5-2b:
Animals, kennel, non-commercial, as an accessory use to residential land use provided that:
a) Minimum lot size of 1 acre (2 acresin AU)

b) All buildings used to house the animals shall be setback 10 feet from any property line.

Chairman Griner stated the public hearing was held last week. Commissioner Sumner stated the text that
came to us from the Planning Commission we can either vote it up or down. We cannot change it. We
can table it and make a recommendation back to planning and Zoning with a recommendation. They
would have to take it back to the planning commission and hold another public hearing and then bring it
back to the Commission Board. Looking at this, he has run into probably a dozen people today, have
asked that we would not put thisin place. He recommends not voting on it today. Table it and make a
recommendation. He would like to use the same zoning and guidelines as we do on chicken houses
which is 150feet from the property lines, 1000 feet from neighbors homes, 1200 feet from schoals,
churches or residential zoned neighborhoods. That may seem a little tougher to some but that protects
everyone. The opportunity for someone who wants to put a closer than that or get a variance they have
the opportunity to ask for a specia request and we can always approve it at that time. If we don’t have
stringent guidelines the homeowner who ends up with a dog kennel right next to them with no recourse.
Commissioner Doc Sumner stated last week that surely we can come up with something that protects both
parties. Commissioner Steve Sumner stated he feels this protects both parties. If we start putting 100 ft
or 150 ft, most hunters do not want restrictions on the number of dogs. | wish we would have asked how
many really have more than 40 dogs. The hunters want the right to have more dogs but neighbors wants
to have the right to leave in peace and quiet. Commissioner Robert Griner stated he does not know of
anyone who has 100 dogs. Commissioner Parker said the number he has heard is 25 to 30.
Commissioner Doc Sumner said his goal is to have both parties to sit down and see what they can work
out. He knows no one will get 100% of what they want. Commissioner Steve Sumner feels we have
done this. We have held two public hearings. The Planning Commissioning will send back a
recommendation to us. Commissioner Robert Griner stated that Butch Houston probably only has 42
dogs. Commissioner Steve Sumner said let say we put alimit of 30 dogs, not including puppies, and put
those guidelines in place but someone comes in and says that they really need 40 dogs. You let them
request a specia exception. Commissioner Jimmy Parker asked about existing kennels. Commissioner
Steve Sumer said they areillegal. What he is recommending is to keep the existing kennels. Neighbors
would have to sign off, have a public hearing and request a special acceptance. Chairman Griner stated
we can vote this up or down or motion to tableit. Commissioner Doc Sumner made the motion to table
the item, seconded by Commissioner John Nugent. Commissioner Steve Sumner asked if we are sending
a recommendation back to the Planning Commissioner. Commissioner Doc Sumner said he wants
someone from both sides to come up with something. County Attorney stated we need to send it back
with a recommendation. Commissioner Steve Sumner stated the Planning Commission doesn’t have to
follow our recommendation. Commissioner John Nugent stated he like the recommendation to keep the
existing ordinance for those with less than 10 dogs. Commissioner Nugent said he would like to not set a
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limit if we go with the chicken house setbacks. Commissioner Steve Sumner said we have to be care of
the puppy mills. He would prefer to keep some number in place to prevent a puppy mill from popping up
everywhere. Commissioner Steve Sumner asked if everyone is comfortable with 30 with the
understanding they can request a variance request. Commissioner Jimmy Parker said 20 is probably more
a factual number. Commissioner Steve Sumner said there is no reason why if they have 200 acres that
they could not have two kennels. If someone comes in and places 90 dogs besides me and | have no
recourse than there is a problem. Chairman Robert Griner is suggesting 30 dogs, 100 feet from property
line, 750 ft from the schooals, neighbors, and churches. Doc Sumner said he would be fine with that and
made a motion to that effect, seconded by Commissioner John Nugent. Steve Sumner recommended 300
ft from property line, 1000 ft from house, 1200 ft from schools, churches and development and if you
physically can’t put that on the property you ask for an exception. Chairman Robert Griner clarified that
the recommendation would be 300 ft from property line, 1000 ft from the nearest house, 1200 feet from
residential neighborhood, schools and churches, 30 dogs, with the opportunity to submit a special
variance request. Nick Lacey stated it was mentioned earlier to keep the existing ordinance, does that
need to be part of the recommendation. Yes, Commissioner Steve Sumner stated we need to add to keep
existing ordinance with up to 10 dogs as part of the recommendation. Commissioner Doc Sumner
withdrew his motion. Commissioner Steve Sumner made the motion to table this item and send back to
the planning commission with the recommendation of 30 dogs, 300 ft from property line, 1000 ft from the
nearest house, 1200 feet from residential neighborhoods, schools and churches, with the opportunity to
submit a special variance request, seconded by Commissioner Jmmy Parker. The motion carried
unanimougly.

C. Mental Health Development Disabilities and Addictive Diseases Board Appointment —
Administration received notice from Mr. Knowles that he resigned his appointment to the Mental Health
Development Disabilities and Addictive Diseases Board. Berrien County needs to appoint a citizen of the
county to this board. It will be for a three year term beginning June 2014 and ending June 2017. Sue
Johnson has volunteered to accept this appointment if the Board isin agreement. Chairman Robert Griner
stated she would be a good appointment. Commissioner Doc Sumner made the motion to appoint Sue
Johnson to the Mental Health Devel opment Disabilities and Addictive Diseases Board with aterm ending
June 2017, seconded by Commissioner John Nugent. The motion carried unanimously.

D. Library Board Appointment — Administration received a request from Mary Howard
Clayton stating that five representatives of the Library Board are due to expire June 30, 2014. Three
members have agreed to serve another term. Brian Shaw has served a maximum of three terms and
Jeannette Stallings did not wish to serve another term. The Library Board is requesting the Board
reappoint Paul Hamilton, Leigh Johnson and Dana Perry to another three year term. They are requesting
that Norma Gaskins and Sara Paulk be appointed to fill the other two vacancies. All five terms will be
effective June 30, 2014 through June 30, 2017. Commissioner Jmmy Parker made the motion to
reappoint Paul Hamilton, Leigh Johnson and Dana Perry to the Library Board and to appoint Norma
Gaskins and Sara Paulk to the Library Board effective June 30, 2014 with a term expiring June 30, 2017.
The motion carried unanimously.

E. Vehicle Repair — EMS — Administration received a request from Daryl Lancaster to
repair the engine in one of the ambulances (10M1). The cost to repair the engine is $16,700.00 from
Mike Burch Ford. This was approved by Chairman Robert Griner as an emergency repair. We were
down to one ambulance. This needs to be ratified. Commissioner Steve Sumner made the motion to
ratify the repair from Mike Burch Ford in the amount of $16,700.00, seconded by Commissioner Jimmy
Parker. The motion carried unanimously.

F. Vehicle Repair — EMS — Administration received a request from Daryl Lancaster to
repair the Turbo Charger in the ambulance. This repair was approved by the Chairman as an emergency.
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Repair cost through Shiver Diesdl is $1,780.00. Administration is asking this item be ratified.
Commissioner Jimmy Parker made the motion to ratify the repair from Shiver Diesel in the amount of
$1,780.00, seconded by Commissioner Steve Sumner. The motion carried unanimously.

G. Contract for Maintenance of Highways — DOT — Administration received a request from
Amy Spivey, DOT, stating the mowing contract is due for renewal July 1, 2014. She asked that we
approve the contract immediately and return to her. Not all contracts will be renewed with DOT. She
said Berrien County is one of the only counties who have maintained the state right-of -ways according to
the contract. She is trying to convince DOT that this contract should be renewed. The Vice Chairman
executed the contract due to the urgency and we are asking for ratification. Commissioner Jimmy Parker
made the motion to ratify the execution of the Contract for Maintenance of Highways with DOT,
seconded by Commissioner Steve Sumner. The motion carried unanimously.

H. Nutrition Contract — Southern GA Regional Commission Area Agency on Aging —
Administration received the contract with Southern GA Regional Commission Area Agency on Aging.
Thisis the Nutrition Contract for the Senior Center. This contract is for $17,478.00 with aloca match of
10%. Commissioner Doc Sumner made the motion to approve the Nutrition Contract with Southern GA
Regional Commission Area Agency on Aging in the amount of $17,478.00, seconded by Commissioner
Steve Sumner. The motion carried unanimously.

l. Equipment Purchase — Elections — Administration received a request from the Elections
Supervisor, Christina Allen, to purchase six batteries for the election machines. Thetotal cost is $1,194.0
through Election Systems & Software. There is money in the budget to cover this charge. Commissioner
Jimmy Parker made the motion to approve the purchased of batteries from Election Systems & Software
in the amount of $1,194.00, seconded by Commissioner Steve Sumner. The motion carried unanimously.

J Contract for services — Board of Commissioners and Berrien County Chamber of
Commerce — Administration is requesting the Board review the Contract for Services between the Berrien
County Board of Commissioners and the Berrien County Chamber of Commerce. At this time, no
changes have been recommended. Commissioner Steve Sumner made a recommendation to table this
item based on discussions with the Development Authority and the Chamber until we restructure
Economic Development. Commissioner Steve Sumner made the motion to table this item until
restructure of Economic Development is complete, seconded by Commissioner Jimmy Parker. The
motion carried unanimously.

K. Board Appointments — Elections - With the passing of HB 865 which reduced the Board
of Elections and Registration from its current five member board to a three member board, it is necessary
to appoint or reappoint members to the board to meet the requirements set forth in thisbill. The Board of
Electionsisrequesting that Mr. Elliott Garner be appointed as Chairman of the Board for the open 4-year-
term. The Board of Elections and Registration is also requesting that Mrs. Carla Parrish be appointed Co-
Chairman to an open 2-year-term of office and that Mrs. Sandra V aughn be appointed as a member to fill
the remaining open 2-year term of office. According to HB 865 we have to reappoint the Elections
Supervisor also and Administration is recommending reappointment of Christina Allen as the Elections
Supervisor. Commissioner Jimmy Parker made the motion to appoint Elliott Garner as Chairman of the
Elections Board for a 4-year term, appoint Mrs. Carla Parrish and Co-Chairman for a 2-year term, appoint
Mrs. Sandra Vaughn to a 2-year term and appoint Christina Allen as Supervisor of Elections, seconded by
Commissioner Doc Sumner. The motion carried unanimously.

L. Pest Control Contract — Administration received proposals for the Pest Contract from the
following:
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Lott’s Termite and Pest Control Nashville, GA $260.00 / monthly

Sorrell Pest Control Adel, GA $300.00 / monthly
Allgood Pest Solutions Dublin, GA $395.00 / monthly
Woody’s Mosquito & Pest Services, LLC Nashville, GA $415.00 / monthly

Thisisa2-year contract. Commissioner Steve Sumner stated that Lott’s currently has the contract and he
does not know of any issues. This is only an $11.00 increase. Commissioner Doc Sumner made the
motion to approve the Pest Control Contract with Lott’s Termite and Pest Control in the amount of
$260.00 per month, seconded by Commissioner Jimmy Parker. The motion carried unanimously.

M. Genera Liability/Fleet Renewa — Administration received a renewal rate from One
Beacon on the General Liability and Fleet Policy with an increase of $2,179.00. The renewa rate is
$197,343.00. Administration is recommending staying with One Beacon and approving the renewal rate
of $197,343.00. Commissioner Steve Sumner made the motion to approve the general liability and fleet
renewal with One Beacon for $197,343.00, seconded by Commissioner Jimmy Parker. The motion
carried unanimoudly.

N. Denta & Medical Renewal — Administration received quotes from our Insurance Broker,
Guy Whidby with new rates for medical and dental. The dental renewal rates with Ameritasis $27.84 per
monthly, employee only coverage rate. That is an increase of $1.48. The medica was bid out with
Acetna, Cigna, Nippon and Coventry declining to quote. Blue Cross Blue Shield of GA renewa rate was
$653.39 per employee, per month, which is an increase of 45.05%. United Health Care submitted three
proposals with rates of $590.73, $547.82 and $525.24 per employee, per month. After review of the
policies, Commissioner Steve Sumner made the motion to switch carriers to United Health Care and go
with Option 2 of $547.82 per month, per employee, seconded by Commissioner Doc Sumner. The
motion carried unanimously. Thisisstill anincrease of 21.61%.

O. Economic Development — Administration is requesting discussion on the appointment of
an interim Economic Development Director and discussion on grants. Commissioner Steve Sumner
requested that we go into executive session for personnel at the end of the meeting for thisitem. County
Administrator, Brenda Ferrell, stated now that Mary Alice McGee has retired there are grants items that
need to be signed off on. She requested the Board to designate someone as signing the grant paperwork.
Commissioner Steve Sumner made the motion to appoint County Administrator, Brenda Ferrell, as the
person authorized to sign grant paperwork, seconded by Commissioner Doc Sumner. The motion carried
unanimougly.

REPORTSFROM COMMITTEESAND DEPARTMENTS: None

COMMISSIONER’S ITEMS: None

COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR COMMENTS:
Brenda Ferrell -

- There was an incident this week where GEMA requested mutual aid. They needed a water tanker
to go to Fitzgerald. 911 was going to dispatch the tanker but there was question as to whether
that tanker was mechanicaly able to go that distance. The Board feels we need to get Buck
Warren’s opinion.

Budget meetings are scheduled for tomorrow, Thursday and Friday if needed.

Budget Adoption is scheduled for June 26" at 9:00 am.

Mary Alice McGee would like to continue as a representative on the 7 Rivers Board. The Board
would like her to continue on that board.
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Our current Ordinance states the Road Superintendent is to cite according to the policy the road
violation issues. With us having Code Enforcement, Administration is suggesting we change that
to read Code Enforcement. The Board was in agreement. Administration will work with Tom
Thomas to get the changes made.

Administration received a computer request which is in the Transit Grant. Administration just
wanted to let the Board know that sheisforwarding that for payment.

Attorney Tom Thomas has drafted the addition to the ordinance for mobile home decals. Code
Enforcement and Magistrate have copies for review. Sheisasking the Board to review it also and
then a public hearing will be scheduled.

The Drug Court received a 100% reimbursable grant which has to be expensed by June 30, 2014.
Administration is asking the Board to ratify the purchase from Spectra in the amount of
$3,347.00. Commissioner Steve Sumner made the motion to ratify the purchase of two laptop
computers from Spectra in the amount of $3,347.00, seconded by Commissioner Jimmy Parker.
The motion carried unanimously.

Inman Solar Update — They are now moving the solar field to the very back of the property
behind the pit. Ben Warren, Public Works Director is in agreement that this location will not
interfere with operation of the pit. He also stated that GA Power could set the poles going back to
the solar project area. Administration would like to know if the Board has a problem on the
location. Everyone with in agreement.

SPLOST - Mandy Luke with the City of Nashville is requesting general ledger showing when the
debt service started on the Administration Building.

PUBLIC COMMENTS:
Mayor Wayne Gulley from Ray City praised the Commissioners for making Berrien County a Purple
Heart County. He thanked the Board on behalf of those who have received Purple Hearts

Executive Session:

Commissioner Jimmy Parker made the motion to move into executive session for personnel at 6:58 p.m.,
seconded by Commissioner Steve Sumner. Commissioner Jimmy Parker made the motion to move out of
executive session at 7:15 p.m., seconded by Commissioner Doc Sumner.

Commissioner Steve Sumner made the motion to give Brenda Ferrell, County Administrator, authority to
sign off on all grant reimbursements, seconded by Commissioner Doc Sumner. The motion carried
unanimougly.

ADJOURN
With no other business to come before the Board, Commissioner John Nugent made the motion to
adjourn, which was seconded by Commissioner Doc Sumner. Meeting was adjourned at 7:26 p.m.

Chairman, Robert Griner Vice Chairman, Jimmy Parker

Commissioner, Steve Sumner Commissioner, John Nugent
ATTEST

Commissioner, Doc Sumner County Clerk
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