
Regular Session Minutes 1 June 3, 2014

WORK SESSION MEETING
BERRIEN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

TUESDAY, JUNE 3, 2014
6:00 P.M.

CALL TO ORDER

Chairman, Robert Griner called the work session meeting of the Berrien County Board of Commissioners
to order on Tuesday, June 3, 2014, at 6:00 p.m. Members of the Board of Commissioners present were,
Commissioner Steve Sumner, Commissioner Jimmy Parker, Commissioner Doc Sumner and
Commissioner John Nugent.

Commissioner Jimmy Parker made a motion to move into Public Hearing on a Text Amendment for the
Moody Overlay Zoning at 6:00 p.m., seconded by Commissioner Steve Sumner.  Todd Miller with
Southern Georgia Regional Commission addressed the board with a proposed text amendment for Moody
Overlay Zoning.  He is requesting the Board execute a Memorandum of Understanding.  Commissioner
Steve Sumner inquired about burning permits.  Todd Miller stated that burn permits are already required
but if Moody had a flight that smoke may become an issue then a burn permit could be denied. Chairman
Robert Griner asked if there were any public comments.  There were none.  Commissioner Steve Sumner
made the motion to close the public hearing at 6:09 p.m., seconded by Commissioner Jimmy Parker.

Commissioner Jimmy Parker made the motion to move into Public Hearing for a text amendment on the
Land Development Ordinance – Kennels at 6:09 p.m., seconded by Commissioner Steve Sumner.
Chairman Robert Griner asked Ronnie Gaskins if he would like to start the comments.

Mr. Ronnie Gaskins spoke on behalf of hunters in Berrien County.  The current zoning for non-
commercial and only agricultural zoning is 3 to 10 dogs.  This puts a burden on the hunters that have
more dogs.  They, the hunters, are asking for some relief with a minimum of 30 dogs on 3 or more acres
and 50 dogs on 5 acres and on up.  Currently there is a 100 foot setback on a 2 acre parcel from the
property line.  We are asking to move the property setback to 10 feet with 100 feet from a residence.  He
is requesting the Board come to an agreement that would help them out.

Mr. Art B. Tucker, Jr. – 102 Obie Griffin Rd.  He has been a resident of Berrien County for 15 years.
He is against having more dogs.  Everything was going good until his neighbors kept getting more and
more dogs.  On May 19th a complaint was made to animal control because his dog was mauled.  Animal
Control told them they have 15 days to get rid of some of the dogs.  He stated he is totally against it.

Steve Roberts – Said he is dealing with neighbor dogs now.  He said the neighbors have left and left the
dogs there.  He said they will come back at night to feed them.  He said one of the dogs bit his grandson.
Former Commissioner Steve Roberts suggested allowing him to work with Ronnie Gaskins and anyone
else who would like to come up with something for those who don’t live on the property with the dogs.
He stated he is not opposed to the hunters having dogs but we also need to figure out how to address the
dog limit of those who just have dogs on the property. He said that he has lost calves due to the pack of
dogs that come into his pastures and kill the calves.  He again said he is not against what the hunters want
but we need to put some teeth into it for those that move and leave dogs.

Female who did not state her name stated they cannot go outside and ride bikes because they dogs chase
and try to bite them.  She said the barking dogs keep her children up at night.

Andy Arnold – He said the hunting dogs are kept in kennels.  The barking dogs are no different than
listening to a loud radio.
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Commissioner John Nugent asked Ronnie Gaskins if there is anything addressing dogs running loose.
Ronnie said the hunting dogs would have kennels. Ronnie Gaskins said he does not have a problem with
trying to set down and work something out.  He knows everything can’t be fixed but would like to be able
to increase the amount of dogs.

Commissioner Doc Sumner said is sounds like we have two problems.  We do have some dog problems
with them running loose but not from the hunters.  We need regulations to address the dogs running
around.

Art Tucker said he does not have a problem with the hunters.

Commissioner Doc Sumner said we can pick up stray dogs but if the owner wants to surrender the dog
there is a fee.

Steve Roberts suggested while working on the hunting kennel issue also look at animal control.

Commissioner Jimmy Parker said that his concern with the proposal would be the 10 foot property line
and 100 feet from a residence.  He feels that is something we can sit down and work out.

Commissioner Steve Sumner reminded the public that we do not have a leash law.  Some of the citizens
asked if we have animal control and who do they call.  The county does have animal control and they call
the county commission office for complaints and issues.   Commissioner Sumner also stated currently you
can only have three dogs even if they are in the house.  Steve Roberts said that animal control should have
picked the dog up.  Ronnie Gaskins stated if a dog is on your property then animal control can pick it up.

Commissioner Steve Sumner wants to make sure everyone understands there are rights on both sides.
Both neighbors and hunters should have rights.  Don’t believe a single one of you in the room that has
hunting dogs has had anyone from the county come out and count their dogs.  Our current text in the Land
Use is reasonable.  He understands what the hunters want and can support that with more ownership. He
stated he is disappointed with the Planning Commission for voting on a proposed change as they did.  He
said he does not think there is a problem with most people here with having enough land.  He asked the
citizens to correct him if he is wrong. How can you have that number of dogs and not have complaints
from neighbors?  He stated he only knows of one citizen who has a large number of dogs and he moved
out of the county and left the dogs for the neighbors to deal with.  He would like to see this issue go back
to the Planning Commission and come up with a reasonable solution.

Ronnie Gaskins – Southern Georgia Regional Commission did adopt the plan as a model plan.  A ten
dog limit is an undue hardship.  The number of dogs is the issue.  Steve Sumner added we are a lot
smaller county than some but the standards recommended and adopted are the minimum standards.  If
you check out Lowndes I think you will find much stronger than ours.

Steve Roberts again added he does not have a problem with the hunters.

Commissioner Doc Sumner stated most hunters have more than ten dogs and he wants them to be in
compliance with the dogs they need for hunting.

Ronnie Gaskins - Can we get a committee together and start working on this?  Commissioner Robert
Griner explained the process of not being able to vote tonight.  I will have to go to regular session next
week for a vote or recommendation.  Commissioner Steve Sumner recommends tabling the item and send
back to the planning commission with recommendations.
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Grady Bryan asked how this would affect a business.  He has a grooming business that he is considering
bringing to Berrien County.  Amanda Thacker, Code Enforcement, stated that it would not affect him.  A
grooming business would be commercial use.

There were no other comments.  Commissioner Jimmy Parker made the motion to close the Public
Hearing at 6:48 p.m., seconded by Commissioner Steve Sumner.

Commissioner Steve Sumner made the motion to move into regular session at 6:48 p.m., seconded by
Commissioner Jimmy Parker.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
A. Purple Heart County – Proclamation – Administration received a letter from the Military

Order of the Purple Heart Chapter 1000 with information about becoming a Purple Heart County.  By
becoming a Purple Heart County, you are honoring the sacrifices of those who have served our nation and
those who were wounded or killed in action. County Administrator stated she has a couple designs from
Brian Shaw on a plaque and a sign to be placed at the old courthouse.  The Board was pleased with the
design and would like to move forward with this project.  County Administrator recommended moving
forward at the regular session with the signing of the proclamation.

NEW BUSINESS:
A. Text Amendment – Moody Overlay Zoning – Administration received a request from the

Planning Commission to approve the Moody Overlay Zoning request.  This would include approving the
Comprehensive Land Use Policies and Communication Plan along with executing the Memorandum of
Understanding with Moody.  There was no additional discussion at this time since the Public Hearing was
held at the beginning of the meeting.

B. Text Amendment – Land Development Ordinance – Kennels – Administration received a
request from the Planning Commission to approve a text amendment to the Land Development Ordinance
on Kennels.  Our current regulations read that a Non Commercial Kennel is any location where the
boarding, grooming, caring for and keeping of more than 3 but not more than 10 dogs or cats or other
small animals or combination thereof (except litters of animals of not more than six months of age) is
carried on, not for commercial purpose, but as a hobby such as the raising of show and hunting dogs.

Section 5-2b:
Animals, kennel, noncommercial, as an accessory use to residential land uses provided that:

a) Minimum lot size of 1 acre (2 acres in AU)
b) All buildings used to house the animals must be setback 100 feet from any property line.

Allowed in AU, RR, R1A, MHP, RC, GB, WLI, Hi

There has been a proposed amendment to read as follows:

Kennel, Non Commercial. Any location where the board, grooming, caring for and keeping of more
than 3 dogs, cats, or other small animals (except litters of animals of not more than 12 months of age) is
carried on, not for commercial purposes but as a hobby such as raising of show and hunting dogs.

Section 5-2b:
Animals, kennel, non-commercial, as an accessory use to residential land use provided that:

a) Minimum lot size of 1 acre (2 acres in AU)
b) All buildings used to house the animals shall be setback 10 feet from any property line.
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There was no additional discussion at this time as there was a public hearing at the beginning of this
meeting.

C. Mental Health Development Disabilities and Addictive Diseases Board Appointment –
Administration received notice from Mr. Knowles that he resigned his appointment to the Mental Health
Development Disabilities and Addictive Diseases Board.  Berrien County needs to appoint a citizens of
the county to this board.  It will be for a three year term beginning June 2014 and ending June 2017. Sue
Johnson has volunteered to accept this appointment if the Board is in agreement.  Chairman Robert Griner
stated she would be a good appointment.

D. Library Board Appointment – Administration received a request from Mary Howard
Clayton stating that five representatives of the Library Board are due to expire June 30, 2014.  Three
members have agreed to serve another term.  Brian Shaw has served a maximum of three terms and
Jeannette Stallings did not wish to serve another term.  The Library Board is requesting the Board
reappoint Paul Hamilton, Leigh Johnson and Dana Perry to another three year term.  They are requesting
that Norma Gaskins and Sara Paulk be appointed to fill the other two vacancies.  All five terms will be
effective June 30, 2014 through June 30, 2017.

E. Vehicle Repair – EMS – Administration received a request from Daryl Lancaster to
repair the engine in one of the ambulances (10M1).  The cost to repair the engine is $16,700.00 from
Mike Burch Ford.  This was approved by Chairman Robert Griner as an emergency repair.  We were
down to one ambulance.  This needs to be ratified.

F. Vehicle Repair – EMS – Administration received a request from Daryl Lancaster to
repair the Turbo Charger in the ambulance.  This repair was approved by the Chairman as an emergency.
Repair cost through Shiver Diesel is $1,780.00.  Administration is asking this item be ratified.

G. Contract for Maintenance of Highways – DOT – Administration received a request from
Amy Spivey, DOT, stating the mowing contract is due for renewal July 1, 2014.  She asked that we
approve the contract immediately and return to her.  Not all contracts will be renewed with DOT.  She
said Berrien County is one of the only counties who have maintained the state right-of-ways according to
the contract.  She is trying to convince DOT that this contract should be renewed.  The Vice Chairman
executed the contract due to the urgency and we are asking for ratification.  Commissioner Doc Sumner
stated that Ben Warren, Public Works Director and employees should be commended for their work.

H. Nutrition Contract – Southern GA Regional Commission Area Agency on Aging –
Administration received the contract with Southern GA Regional Commission Area Agency on Aging.
This is the Nutrition Contract for the Senior Center.  This contract is for $17,478.00 with a local match of
10%.

I. Equipment Purchase – Elections – Administration received a request from the Elections
Supervisor, Christina Allen, to purchase six batteries for the election machines.  The total cost is $1,194.0
through Election Systems & Software.  There is money in the budget to cover this charge.

J. Contract for services – Board of Commissioners and Berrien County Chamber of
Commerce – Administration is requesting the Board review the Contract for Services between the Berrien
County Board of Commissioners and the Berrien County Chamber of Commerce.  At this time, no
changes have been recommended.  Commissioner Steve Sumner suggested tabling his item until we have
budget meetings next week.

K. Board Appointments – Elections - With the passing of HB 865 to reduce the Board of
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Elections and Registration from its current five member board to a three member board, it is necessary to
appoint or reappoint members to the board to meet the requirements set forth in this bill.   The Board of
Elections is requesting that Mr. Elliott Garner be appointed as Chairman of the Board for the open 4-year-
term.  The Board of Elections and Registration is also requesting that Mrs. Carla Parrish be appointed Co-
Chairman to an open 2-year-term of office and that Mrs. Sandra Vaughn be appointed as a member to fill
the remaining open 2-year term of office.  According to HB 865 we have to reappoint the Elections
Supervisor also and Administration is recommending reappointment of Christina Allen as the Elections
Supervisor.

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES AND DEPARTMENTS: None

COMMISSIONER’S ITEMS:
Doc Sumner – We need to commend Ben Warren on the good job mowing the state right-of-ways.
Steve Sumner –

 Received a call from David Gaskins about Mill Creek Circle.  He said we may need to look at
placing some gravel down.  There is a problem where the branch is.

 Commissioner Sumner is recommending the Board ask the Board of Elections to pull voting
totals from the last election at all sites and give us an opinion if all sites are needed.

 Commissioner Sumner also asked if anyone new when Sandy Bluff was going to be completed.
He said he went down the road last week and had to turn around.  He said we need to get this
completed.  Chairman Griner said with all the rain we have had the dirt was so wet that they were
trying to let it dry out some to settle.  Should be getting back on it next week.

COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR COMMENTS:
Brenda Ferrell –

 Administration received a call from Alfonzo Boone, Sr. who stated he would like to serve on a
board within the county.

 Received verbal notice today that the general liability and fleet policy renewal rate will be
$197,343 which is an increase of $2,179.00.

 Guy Whidby is still working on medical renewal rates.
 As far as ambulance repairs, we have one ambulance that still needs a motor.  Blair Joiner is

looking for a surplus ambulance for us.
 Budget meetings with the department heads are scheduled for Wednesday through Friday, June

11 – 13.

PUBLIC COMMENTS:
Nick Lacey – Mr. Lacey complimented the Road Department on their good work.  He said there was a tail
ditch that was dug years ago and over the years it had grown up and was causing some flooding issue
with the road as well as drainage into his field.  He stated Rob Hawkins met with him and had a crew out
there and fixed the ditch and the road and did an excellent job.

Representative from Berrien Press stated she agrees with Commissioner Steve Sumner on the dog issues.

Elna Bragdon stated that she has two dogs and sometimes they will start howling and wake them because
of the coyotes howling.

Commissioner Steve Sumner commended Chairman Robert Griner on a good job with the Public
Hearings tonight.

Executive Session:
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Commissioner Steve Sumner made the motion to move into executive session for personnel at 7:10 p.m.,
seconded by Commissioner Jimmy Parker.  Commissioner Steve Sumner made the motion to move out of
executive session at 7:25 p.m., seconded by Commissioner Jimmy Parker.

ADJOURN
With no other business to come before the Board, Commissioner Jimmy Parker made the motion to
adjourn, which was seconded by Commissioner Doc Sumner. Meeting was adjourned at 7:26 p.m.

_______________________________ _______________________________
Chairman, Robert Griner Vice Chairman, Jimmy Parker

_______________________________ _______________________________
Commissioner, Steve Sumner Commissioner, John Nugent

_______________________________ ATTEST________________________
Commissioner, Doc Sumner County Clerk


