
Regular Session Minutes 1 July 8, 2014

REGULAR SESSION MEETING
BERRIEN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

TUESDAY, JULY 8, 2014
6:00 P.M.

CALL TO ORDER

Chairman, Robert Griner called the regular session meeting of the Berrien County Board of
Commissioners to order on Tuesday, July 8, 2014, at 6:05 p.m. Members of the Board of Commissioners
present were, Commissioner Steve Sumner, Commissioner Doc Sumner and Commissioner John Nugent.
Commissioner Jimmy Parker was absent.

Invocation:  Attorney Tom Thomas
Pledge:  Commissioner Doc Sumner

MINUTES:  Commissioner Jimmy Parker made the motion to approve the June 10, 2014 Regular
Session Minutes, the June 26, 2014 Special Called Meeting Minutes, the June 26, 2014 Executive Session
Minutes, the July 1, 2014 Work Session Minutes and the July 1, 2014 Executive Session Minutes.

ADDITIONS TO AGENDA:  Commissioner Steve Sumner made the motion to amend the agenda and
add items F and G to the agenda, seconded by Commissioner John Nugent.  The motion carried
unanimously.

NEW BUSINESS:
A. GA Forestry Invoice – RCFD – Administration received an invoice from GA Forestry

Commission in the amount of $4,797.15. This is for a retro fit and valve repairs on one of the City of Ray
City’s fire trucks.  Mr. Donnie Harrell came before the Board at the December 11, 2012 Regular Session
Meeting and asked for approval for the county to fund 50% of the retro fit cost on their truck which would
also be used in the county if needed.  This would also help reduce the ISO rating.  The total retro cost was
estimated at $3,000.00.  The Board approved to pay 50% of the cost up to $2,000.00. Commissioner
Steve Sumner made the motion to approve the invoice payment of $2,400.00 out of the 2013-24 budget,
seconded by Commissioner Doc Sumner.  The motion carried unanimously.

B. DispatchWorks Contract – E-911 – Administration received a request from E-911
Director, Angie Rutland, to renew the DispatchWorks Standard Support Agreement.  This agreement is
for one year, July 1, 2014 to June 30, 2015. Total cost is $10,718.75.  We will make quarterly payments
in the amount of $2,679.69.  This contract is on the phones and radio systems. Commissioner Steve
Sumner made the motion to approve the DispatchWorks Contract in the amount of $10,718.75, seconded
by Commissioner Doc Sumner.  The motion carried unanimously.

C. Sandy Bluff Rd. Resurfacing – Discussion – Chairman Robert Griner stated we had
discussion on this during Work Session and basically a landowner on Sandy Bluff does not want the road
re-opened and if it is he does not want it resurfaced.  The County received a certified letter stated his
wishes.  The Board agreed not to respond to the letter as well as the County Attorney agreed not to
respond.  No action taken.

D. Board Appointment – Planning Commission – Administration is requesting the Board
approve the appointment of Mr. Hanson Carter to the Planning Commission for a 4-year term beginning
July 1, 2014 and ending June 30, 2018.  Commissioner Doc Sumner stated he would like to make a
recommendation to appoint Ronald Harbin as City of Enigma representative.  Commissioner Steve
Sumner explained the process of how the Planning Commission was originally set up and that there is an
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unexpired term for the City of Enigma that needs to be filled.  Commissioner Steve Sumner made the
motion to appoint Hanson Carter to the Planning Commissioner Board with a term July 1, 2014 to June
39, 2018, seconded by Commissioner Doc Sumner.  The motion carried unanimously.  Commissioner
Doc Sumner made the motion to appoint Ronald Harbin to the Planning Commission as a City of Enigma
representative, seconded by Commissioner John Nugent.  The motion carried unanimously.  County
Administrator, Brenda Ferrell, stated this would be for an unexpired term which will end September,
2014.

E. Equipment Purchase – Jail – Administration is requesting approval to pay an invoice
from Morrison’s Home Center in the amount of $1,199.96.  This was for the purchase of four Husqvarna
Weed Eaters. County Administrator, Brenda Ferrell, stated that last week during work session she was
asked to find out more information on this.  These are commercial grade weed eaters.  They have tried the
cheaper models but they do not hold up.   Jail Administrator, Antonio Carter, states he requested four
weed eaters not two as was written on the purchase order.  Commissioner Doc Sumner made the motion
to approve the purchase from Morrison’s in the amount of $1,199.96, seconded by Commissioner John
Nugent.  The motion carried unanimously.

F. Letter of Support/Ordinance on Enterprise Zone – Administration received a request from
Crissy Staley asking the Board to approve an Ordinance and execute a letter of support for the inclusion
of the unincorporated lands of the City of Nashville’s Enterprise Zone into the City’s proposed
Opportunity Zone.  Crissy Staley explained more in detail.  She stated an Enterprise Zone offers
abatements similar to Industrial.  If we implement then they could be eligible for enterprise abatements.
We do not have to offer abatements.  Opportunity Zone would allow them to take advantage of job tax
credits.  If a tax abatement came about it would have to be approved by the Board on a case by case basis.
She stated anything with the historical district would still have to apply.  Commissioner John Nugent
asked for clarification purposes that the ordinance basically state we can abate taxes if we want to.
Commissioner Steve Sumner stated he went to some training on this several years ago.  Commissioner
Steve Sumner made the motion to approve the letter of support and adopt the ordinance on the
Enterprise/Opportunity Zones, seconded by Commissioner Doc Sumner.  The motion carried
unanimously.  (copy of Ordinance attached)

G. Tom Bryan Rd – Road – Administration received a request from Commissioner Doc
Sumner to place asphalt milling on Tom Bryan Rd. approximately 75 yards.  Ben Warren, Public Works
Director provided an estimated cost for the millings and ground cover to be $3,850.00.  This would be a
SLOST expenditure.   Commissioner Doc Sumner made the motion to approve the ground cover material
and rocks to be placed on Tom Bryan Rd with a cost of $3,850.00, seconded by Commissioner Steve
Sumner.  The motion carried unanimously.

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES AND DEPARTMENTS: None

COMMISSIONER’S ITEMS:
John Nugent –

 Commissioner Nugent asked if we heard anything on the DOT Mowing Contract.  We received
verbal notice that the contract was signed through October 31, 2014.

Steve Sumner –
 Commissioner Sumner stated he will be out of town Labor Day weekend and work session on

that Tuesday.  He will not be at that meeting.  We need to make sure that others are not out of
town also and that a quorum will be at the meeting.  If not, we need to look at rescheduling the
work session meeting.  That topic will be discussed in the August meeting.

 We have another LOST meeting scheduled for July 14th at 10:00.
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 Commissioner Sumner asked Public Works Assistant Director, Rob Hawkins, what the status was
on Sandy Bluff Rd.  Rob Hawkins said the road is opened.  There are “slow” signs out because
we have not gone back and poured concrete yet.  The road, where it is repaired, still needs to
settle some.  There was some discussion on the paving of this road and the expense of the
concrete if paving is going to be too far out.

COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR COMMENTS:
Brenda Ferrell –

 Tuesday, July 15th is the luncheon for King Bridges at 12:00 at the Community Center.
 City of Ray City has appointed Bob Mikell as their Fire Chief effective August 1, 2014.
 Received a request from Ray Paulk for a repair on a 2004 Charger.  The transmission needs to be

replaced.  The cost is $2,760.00 from Griffin Chrysler Dodge.  Commissioner Steve Sumner
made the motion to approve the transmission repair in the amount of $2,760.00 from Griffin
Chrysler Dodge, seconded by Commissioner John Nugent.

PUBLIC COMMENTS:
Roy  Payne – Mr. Payne addressed the Board about a rock coming off of a dump truck and hitting his
windshield causing it to crack.  The Board was provided an incident report as well as two quotes.  The
Board explained to Mr. Payne that the county does not assume responsibility.  They also told him that he
can file a claim with insurance and see if they will pay. County Administrator, Brenda Ferrell, gave Mr.
Payne contact information and was told to contact her tomorrow morning and she will give insurance
information to him.  He requested the Board to ask the drivers to put the tarps over their loads.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:
Commissioner Steve Sumner made the motion to move into executive session for personnel at 6:50 p.m.,
seconded by Commissioner Doc Sumner.  Commissioner Doc Sumner made the motion to move out of
executive session and into regular session at 7:25 p.m., seconded by Commissioner Steve Sumner.

Commissioner Doc Sumner made the motion to appoint Brad Wells as Interim Recreation Director at his
current salary and will re-evaluate in six months, seconded by Commissioner Steve Sumner.  The motion
carried unanimously.

ADJOURN
With no other business to come before the Board, Commissioner Jimmy Parker made the motion to
adjourn, which was seconded by Commissioner Steve Sumner. Meeting was adjourned at 7:44 p.m.

_______________________________ _________ABSENT______________
Chairman, Robert Griner Vice Chairman, Jimmy Parker

_______________________________ _______________________________
Commissioner, Steve Sumner Commissioner, John Nugent

_______________________________ ATTEST________________________
Commissioner, Doc Sumner County Clerk


